Tozer

[bookmark: _Hlk38011552]God Is From Eternity to Eternity—but NOW?

SLIDE 1: “We habitually stand in our now and look back by faith to see the past filled with God. We look forward and see Him inhabiting our future; but our now is uninhabited except for ourselves. Thus we are guilty of a kind of pro tem (temporary) atheism which leaves us alone in the universe while, for the time, God is not. We talk of Him much and loudly, but we secretly think of Him as being absent, and we think of ourselves as inhabiting a parenthetic interval between the God who was and the God who will be. And we are lonely with an ancient and cosmic loneliness.” [p 175-176]

SLIDE 2: Discuss the meaning of the quote

Goal: To gain a better understanding of what it means to “number our days, that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.” [Psalm 90:12] How do we live daily for the Lord?

Read Ecclesiastes 3:11.
What does it mean that we have eternity in our hearts?
· I love our pets, but they only live for the here and now. Online studies show that animals (some more than others) can be taught to do certain things in a set order for a reward. But the same studies have shown that the concept of a future is foreign to them. They live in the moment.
· What Tozer is saying is that each of us, in our NOW, lives in a kind of temporary atheism without regard for God or the eternity He placed inside us. Our human nature takes over.

Why would God put eternity into our hearts if no one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end?
· So we know there is more to come.
· Manage our time here in preparation for what is to come.
· So He is available in the here and now, in our parenthetic NOW.

What are some things in this world that convince you that God is real and active in your life?
· Comfort in prayer
· Answered prayer
· Looking back

Read Psalm 90:1-4, 10-12

What do these verses say about the difference between God’s view of time and ours?
· God views time from eternity past to eternity future. We are limited to years.
· God sees Abraham’s day just as sees our day. He sees them both. To us they are separated.
· Frustration with the eternity in our hearts.
· Our nature is to live in the NOW without God’s view of eternity.
How do you respond to the question, “What’s the point of life?”
· To prepare for the life to come (eternity). 
· What does that say about living as a parenthetical atheist?

Consider James 4:13-15. What does it tell us to do in light of the brevity of life?
· Seek God’s will in what we do.

What other New Testament scriptures address this inner awareness of something greater than our own earthly affairs? (Check out Romans 1).

Considerations
· You must believe that your life functions best in its God-given design. How can you learn your God-given design? What steps can we take to ensure we are living by God’s design and not the world’s design?
· In order to focus our time and energy on the right things, we will need to say “no” to some other things. Those who have difficulty saying no end up over-committed, overwhelmed, and ineffective. Share how being able to say “no” can change your day-to-day life.
· Talk about how you utilize your time, energy and material resources on things that have an eternal purpose. Discuss ways to keep an eternal perspective and explain how that will allow you to better prioritize God, people and eternity.

As in Psalm 90:12, ask God to show you how to number your days, to recognize how few they are, and to show you how to spend them as you should.

SLIDE 3:
A. W. Tozer: “To be made for eternity and forced to dwell in time is for mankind a tragedy of huge proportions. All within us cries for life and permanence, and everything around us reminds us of mortality and change. Yet, that God has made us of the stuff of eternity is both a glory and a prophecy, a glory yet to be realized and a prophecy yet to be fulfilled.” [p 177]



EXTRA:
Physicists Stephen W. Hawking and Roger Penrose proved in the 1960s…that time cannot extend back indefinitely. As you play cosmic history backward in time, the galaxies all come together to a single infinitesimal point, known as a singularity--almost as if they were descending into a black hole. Each galaxy or its precursor is squeezed down to zero size. Quantities such as density, temperature and spacetime curvature become infinite. The singularity is the ultimate cataclysm, beyond which our cosmic ancestry cannot extend.
Eccl 3:11
· Ecclesiastes 3:11 affirms the idea that humans operate in a different way than other forms of life. We have a sense of eternity in our lives; we possess an innate knowledge that there is something more to life than what we can see and experience in the here and now.
· One mark of how man is made in the image of God is his insatiable craving for immortality.

Why might this be frustrating?
· We are mortal with fixed lifespans yet long for eternity. 

What is some evidence in your life that God has put eternity into your heart?
· Planning for future
· Concept of life after death
· Seeing Him move in our lives as we look back

Psalm 90

How has your view of time changed since you were a child? A student? An adult?
· Child – the day was everything.
· Student – There is a past and a future for which we plan and work.
· Adult – There is a beginning and an end to life.

Have you ever met people who tried to make their lives all about them? What kind of impression did they leave?
· Selfish, unconcerned about others. Not focused on important things.





[bookmark: _Hlk38011836]Ecclesiastes 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.

James 4:13-15 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.” 14Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 15Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.”

Psalm 90:1-4, 10-12
Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
2 Before the mountains were born
Or You gave birth to the earth and the world,
Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.
3 You turn man back into dust
And say, “Return, O children of men.”
4 For a thousand years in Your sight
Are like yesterday when it passes by,
Or as a watch in the night.
….
10 As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years,
Or if due to strength, eighty years,
Yet their pride is but labor and sorrow;
For soon it is gone and we fly away.
11 Who understands the power of Your anger
And Your fury, according to the fear that is due You?
12 So teach us to number our days,
That we may present to You a heart of wisdom.



· 2 Timothy 1:8-10 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity, 10 but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,
· 2 Peter 3:17-18  You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.
· Philippians 4:13 ESV I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
· Jeremiah 29:11 ESV For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.
· Psalm 16:11 ESV You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
· Colossians 3:23 ESV Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 
· James 1:25 ESV But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing.
· Matthew 6:33-34 ESV But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.
· Joshua 1:8 ESV This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.
· Philippians 4:4 ESV Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
· Psalm 46:10 ESV “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
· Matthew 6:25 ESV “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing
