Spiritual Gifts
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Scripture Memory Passage: 1 Peter 4:10-11 
As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God. 11 Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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Introduction

From 1 Corinthians 12:1 and 1 Corinthians 14:1, how important do you think Paul thought it was for Christians to know their Spiritual Gift?
· 1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.
· 1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

The following statistics come from a Barna Group survey taken in 2009.
· Only 68% of people who claim to be Christians have heard about Spiritual Gifts
· On the average, about 25% of Christians said they had no gift at all. Some analysts commented that perhaps these wren't even looking.
· About 21% claimed a spiritual gift such as  clairvoyance, a house, compromise, sense of humor,...

The New Testament has numerous scriptures that refer to Spiritual Gifts. Stop here and think about how you would define Spiritual Gift.

In  his book Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem (Professor of Theology and Biblical Studies at Phoenix Seminary) defines a spiritual gift this way: “A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church.”

What would you say are the “key” parts of this definition?

A while back, we studied Not a Fan by Kyle Idleman. The book asked us to take a personal spiritual inventory; are we on the wide and easy path or the narrow way? (Matthew 7:13-14)
· Be more than a fan! Be a follower!
· “Biblical belief is more than just an intellectual acceptance or a heartfelt acknowledgement; it is a commitment to follow. Following by definition requires more than mental assent; it calls for movement.” 

What is meant by “movement”? Using Grudem’s definition, how does movement relate to your spiritual gift?

About Spiritual Gifts

Are natural abilities the same thing as spiritual gifts? 
Teaching, administration, showing mercy—but not all.
· 1 Corinthians 12:7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
· 1 Corinthians 14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

The working of the Holy Spirit in us in wonderful ways is foretold. What do these verses say about that?
· Joel 2:28-29 “It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions. 29 “Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.
· Matthew 3:11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
· Acts 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
· And more

What is the purpose of Spiritual Gifts?
· 1 Corinthians 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.
· Ephesians 4:12 - for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
· 1 Corinthians 1:7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
· 1 Corinthians 13:10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.
· Foretaste of what heaven will be like when the perfect comes.
· When did they start in the church and when do they end?

How do Spiritual Gifts fit into the life of the church?
· 1 Corinthians 12:4-7  Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.


From looking at the scriptures listing spiritual gifts, do you think the lists of gifts are exhaustive? (See lists in tab le below.) Why or why not?
1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10; 1 Corinthians 7:7; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 4:11



	1 Corinthians 12:28
	Ephesians4:ll

	apostle
	apostle

	prophet
	prophet

	teacher
	evangelist

	miracles
	pastor-teacher

	kinds of healings
	

	helps
	Romans 12:6-8

	administration
	prophecy

	tongues
	serving

	
	teaching

	1 Corinthians 12:8-10
	encouraging

	word of wisdom
	contributing

	word of knowledge
	leadership

	faith
	mercy

	gifts of healing 
	

	miracles 
	1 Corinthians 7:7

	prophecy
	marriage

	distinguishing between spirits
	celibacy

	tongues
	

	interpretation of tongues
	1 Peter 4:11

	 
	Whoever speaks (covering: several gifts)

	
	Whoever renders service (covering several gifts)

	
	

	
	1 Pet. 4:9,10

	
	Hospitality






Is the gift given to you at salvation permanent through this age or temporary? Can giftings change?
1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions (is always continuing to distribute) to each one individually as he wills.
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 – the analogy of the body
1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

Some may be limited by opportunity. From the list above, which might these be?
Prophecy
Evangelism
Mercy
Helps

Description of the Gifts
Administration
to steer the body toward the accomplishment of God-given goals and directives by planning, organizing, and supervising others (Greek Word: kubernesis - to steer, guide, helmsmen)
· Christian Education
· Leadership
· Staffing
· Staff Support

Apostle
to be sent forth to new frontiers with the gospel, providing leadership over church bodies and maintaining authority over spiritual matters pertaining to the church (Greek Word: apostolos - 'apo'=from 'stello'=send; one sent forth
· Cross-Cultural
· Missions
· Other Outreach
· Visionary Leadership

Discernment/distinguishing between spirits
to clearly distinguish truth from error by judging whether the behavior or teaching is from God, Satan, human error, or human power
· Apologetics
· Spiritual Warfare

Exhortation/encouraging
to come along side of someone with words of encouragement, comfort, consolation, and counsel to help them be all God wants them to be (Greek Word: paraklesis - calling to one's side)
· Counseling
· Shepherding
· Speaking
· Staffing
· Staff Support
· Teaching
· Worship

Evangelist
to be a messenger of the good news of the Gospel (Greek Word: euaggelistes - preacher of gospel; eu=well, angelos=message - messenger of good)
· Cross-Cultural
· Missions
· Other Outreach
· Witnessing

Faith
to be firmly persuaded of God's power and promises to accomplish His will and purpose and to display such a confidence in Him and His Word that circumstances and obstacles do not shake that conviction
· Faith (look under traits)
· Prayer
· Visionary Leadership

Contributing /giving
to render support or assistance to others in the body so as to free them up for ministry
· Clerical
· Communications
· Service-Oriented
· Staff Support

Hospitality 
to warmly welcome people, even strangers, into one's home or church as a means of serving those in need of food or lodging (Greek Word: philoxenos - love of strangers; 'philos'=love; 'xenos'=stranger)
· Hospitality

Leadership
to stand before the people in such a way as to attend to the direction of the body with such care and diligence so as to motivate others to get involved in the accomplishment of these goals
· Leadership Resources

Mercy
to be sensitive toward those who are suffering, whether physically, mentally, or emotionally, so as to feel genuine sympathy with their misery, speaking words of compassion but moreso caring for them with deeds of love to help alleviate their distress
· Benevolence / Caring
· People Helping Ministry
· Visitation Ministry

Shepherding/pastor-teacher
to be responsible for spiritually caring for, protecting, guiding, and feeding a group of believers entrusted to one's care
· Shepherding

Prophecy
to speak forth the message of God to His people (Greek Word: prophetes - the forth-telling of the will of God; 'pro'=forth; 'phemi'=to speak)
· Speaking

Serving/helps
to identify undone tasks in God's work, however menial, and use available resources to get the job done (Greek Word: diakonia - deacon, attendant 'diako'=to run errands)
· Clerical
· Communications
· Service-Oriented

Teaching
to instruct others in the Bible in a logical, systematic way so as to communicate pertinent information for true understanding and growth
· Christian Education
· Teaching

Knowledge
to seek to learn as much about the Bible as possible through the gathering of much information and the analyzing of that data
· Christian Education
· Preaching & Speaking
· Teaching

Wisdom 
to speak to the life of an individual or to a specific situation with great understanding and a righteous perspective, with the goal of guiding others toward a life of holiness and worship. 
· Christian Education
· Preaching & Speaking
· Teaching

Gifts not in the Inventory


Whoever renders service (covering several gifts)


Whoever speaks (covering: several gifts)


gifts of healing 1 Corinthians 12:9
to be used as a means through which God makes people whole either physically, emotionally, mentally, or spiritually
· Counseling
· Letting Go of the Past
· Prayer


Tongues 1 Corinthians 12:10
to speak in a language not previously learned so unbelievers can hear God's message in their own language or the body be edified
· Because this requires an interpreter, usually done in private prayer.

Interpretation of tongues 1 Corinthians 12:10
to translate the message of someone who has spoken in tongues
· Outreach

Marriage 1 Corinthians 7:7

Celibacy 1 Corinthians 7:7
to voluntarily remain single without regret and with the ability to maintain controlled sexual impulses so as to serve the Lord without distraction
· Singles

Martyrdon  1 Cor. 13:3
to give over one's life to suffer or to be put to death for the cause of Christ
· Persecuted Believers

Miracles 1Corinthians 12:10
to be enabled by God to perform mighty deeds which witnesses acknowledge to be of supernatural origin and means
· Prayer

Missionary Eph. 3:6-8
to be able to minister in another culture
· Cross-Cultural Outreach
· Missions
· Outreach

VOLUNTARY POVERTY: 1 Cor. 13:3 
to purposely live an impoverished lifestyle to serve and aid others with your material resources
· Benevolence
· Biblical Stewardship
· People Helping Ministry



Discovering your spiritual gift

J. D. Greear says we can finding discern our gift by looking where our ability, passion, and affirmation come together. Over the years, a “survey” has been developed to help identify a person’s gift. By asking a series of questions, it looks at your answers and suggests gifts you may want to consider as yours. It is not a sure-fire method but just a help. I have put it online at http://www.Macyplace.com/Tom/SpiritualGiftsSurvey.ASPX

Remember the definition: 
“A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church.”

Paul expected Christians to be using their gifts. If we are the body of Christ, then each member should be doing his/her part…exercising their gift.

What is the implication of the following verses?
Romans 12:6-8 Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; 7 if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, in his teaching; 8 or he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.
1 Peter 4:10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.


What needs and opportunities for ministry are in Cornerstone at this time?


What gifts are most needed for the building up of the church at this point? 
· If you are unsure of your gift, do some self-examination. What interests, desires, and abilities do you have? How have you been blessed in ministering in the past?
· Ask God for wisdom. James 1:5-6 – this may come through insight, advice, or blessing experienced in some area of ministry.
· Find ways to experiment with various gifts through ministry opportunities.
· Spiritual Gifts Survey

Desiring “higher” gifts. What do you think is meant by, 5, 12?
· 1 Corinthians 14:1Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.
· 1 Corinthians 14:5 Now I wish that you all spoke in tongues, but even more that you would prophesy; and greater is one who prophesies than one who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets, so that the church may receive edifying.
· 1 Corinthians 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.
· Gifts are tools for ministry and not related to Christian maturity.
· The higher gifts are those that build up the church more and bring more benefit to others.

Are you using the gift you currently have been given?

Have some gifts ceased? There three schools of thought on this. 
1. Pentecostals believe all gifts are still present. 
2. Some Christians believe that gifts like prophecy, tongues, interpretation of tongues, healing, and casting out demons ceased at the end of the first or beginning of the second century. 
3. Perhaps the largest group is in the middle who are neither charismatic nor cessationist but just undecided I scripture is clear on that point.

As you think about Cornerstone, which spiritual gifts do you think are most effectively functioning at the present time? Which are most needed in your church? Is there anything you can do to help meet those needs?

Times are changing. Does that imply that how we use our spiritual gifts might change as well? What about social media?

Some gifts are obvious in meaning:
· Serving
· Encouraging
· Contributing
· Showing leadership
· Showing mercy

Some more controversial and less understood gifts
· Prophecy
· Teaching
· Miracles
· Healing
· Tongues and interpretation
· Word of wisdom and word of knowledge
· Distinguishing between spirits
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administration
   Christian education
   staffing
   staff-support
 
apostle
   outreach
   visionary
 
discernment
   discernment
   prayer
   staffing
   staff-support
   visionary
 
evangelism
   outreach
 
exhortation
   benevolence/caring
   counseling
   shepherding
   speaking
   staffing
   staff-support
   teaching
   worship
 
faith
   prayer
   visionary
 
giving
   benevolence/caring
   worship
 
healing
   counseling
   prayer
 
helps
   clerical
   communications
   service-oriented
   staff-support
 
hospitality
   benevolence/caring
   hospitality
 
knowledge
   Christian education
   staff-support
   teaching
 
leadership
   Christian education
   visionary
 
mercy
   benevolence/caring
 
miracles
   prayer
 
missionary
   outreach
 
pastor
   shepherding
   staff-support
 
prophecy
   outreach
   speaking
 
service
   benevolence/caring
   clerical
   communications
   hospitality
   service-oriented
   staff-support
   worship
 
teaching
   Christian education
   speaking
   teaching
   worship
   discipleship
 
wisdom
   Christian education
   counseling
   staffing
   staff-support
   teaching

http://mintools.com/ministries.htm



Plugin to Cornerstone

March/April - Annie Armstrong Home Missions
May/June - Pregnancy Resource Center
June - Underwood/Garcia Missionary Ministry
August - Tozer Backpack/School Supplies
September - Nicey Murphy State Missions
November - Operation Christmas Child
                    Tozer/Rangeview Thanksgiving Baskets
December - Lottie Moon International Missions
                    Tozer Angel Tree
Various Love Offerings throughout the year

AWANA
Nursery Ministry
Children’s Ministry
Cornerstone Youth Ministry
Adult Ministry
Seniors Ministry
Café Table 
Greeter
Facilities Maintenance
Small Groups / Life Groups
Sunday School
Music 
Sound/Media Tech
Usher
Parking and Entry
Small/Life Group Leader
Providing Meals
Community Outreach
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Romans 12:6-8 ESV / 210 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
1 Peter 4:10-11 ESV / 163 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 ESV / 151 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ... 
Ephesians 4:11-16 ESV / 94 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, ... 
2 Timothy 1:6-7 ESV / 66 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
Romans 12:3-8 ESV / 56 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ... 
1 Corinthians 12:27-28 ESV / 51 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 
1 Corinthians 12:7 ESV / 45 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
1 Corinthians 12:1-31 ESV / 43 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; ... 
Ephesians 4:11-13 ESV / 37 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
Romans 12:4-5 ESV / 31 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Romans 1:11 ESV / 30 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 
1 Corinthians 12:1 ESV / 29 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 
Ephesians 4:12-13 ESV / 28 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
Acts 1:8 ESV / 28 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
1 Corinthians 13:2 ESV / 25 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
Ephesians 4:11 ESV / 23 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
1 Corinthians 13:13 ESV / 21 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 1:7 ESV / 19 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
So that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Exodus 31:1-6 ESV / 19 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
The LORD said to Moses, “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. ... 
Joel 2:28-30 ESV / 17 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit. “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 ESV / 16 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 


Mapping gift to service
http://mintools.com/gifts-list.htm
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