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Introduction

From 1 Corinthians 12:1 and 1 Corinthians 14:1, how important do you think Paul thought it was for Christians to know their Spiritual Gift?
· 1 Corinthians 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.
· 1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, 

The following statistics come from a Barna Group survey taken in 2009.
· Only 68% of people who claim to be Christians have heard about Spiritual Gifts
· On the average, about 25% of Christians said they had no gift at all. Some analysts commented that perhaps these wren't even looking.
· About 21% claimed a spiritual gift such as  clairvoyance, a house, compromise, sense of humor,...

The New Testament has numerous scriptures that refer to Spiritual Gifts. Stop here and think about how you would define Spiritual Gift.

In  his book Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem (Professor of Theology and Biblical Studies at Phoenix Seminary) defines a spiritual gift this way: “A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church.”

What would you say are the “key” parts of this definition?

A while back, we studied Not a Fan by Kyle Idleman. The book asked us to take a personal spiritual inventory; are we on the wide and easy path or the narrow way? (Matthew 7:13-14)
· Be more than a fan! Be a follower!
· “Biblical belief is more than just an intellectual acceptance or a heartfelt acknowledgement; it is a commitment to follow. Following by definition requires more than mental assent; it calls for movement.” 

What is meant by “movement”? Using Grudem’s definition, how does movement relate to your spiritual gift?




About Spiritual Gifts

Are natural abilities the same thing as spiritual gifts?
· 1 Corinthians 12:7  But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
· 1 Corinthians 14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.

The working of the Holy Spirit in us in wonderful ways is foretold. What do these verses say about that?
· Joel 2:28-29 “It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions. 29 “Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.
· Matthew 3:11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
· Acts 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”
· And more

What is the purpose of Spiritual Gifts?
· 1 Corinthians 14:12 So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of the church.
· Ephesians 4:12 - for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
· 1 Corinthians 1:7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
· 1 Corinthians 13:10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.

From looking at the scriptures listing spiritual gifts, do you think the lists of gifts are exhaustive? (See lists in tab le below.) Why or why not?
1 Corinthians 12:28; 1 Corinthians 12:8-10; 1 Corinthians 7:7; Romans 12:6-8; Ephesians 4:11; 1 Peter 4:11



	1 Corinthians 12:28
	Ephesians4:ll

	apostle
	apostle

	prophet
	prophet

	teacher
	evangelist

	miracles
	pastor-teacher

	kinds of healings
	

	helps
	Romans 12:6-8

	administration
	prophecy

	tongues
	serving

	
	teaching

	1 Corinthians 12:8-10
	encouraging

	word of wisdom
	contributing

	word of knowledge
	leadership

	faith
	mercy

	gifts of healing 
	

	miracles 
	1 Corinthians 7:7

	prophecy
	marriage

	distinguishing between spirits
	celibacy

	tongues
	

	interpretation of tongues
	1 Peter 4:11

	 
	Whoever speaks (covering: several gifts)

	
	Whoever renders service (covering several gifts)

	
	

	
	1 Pet. 4:9,10

	
	Hospitality






Is the gift given to you at salvation permanent through this age or temporary? 
1 Corinthians 12:11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions (is always continuing to distribute) to each one individually as he wills.
1 Corinthians 12:12-26 – the analogy of the body
1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.

Some may be limited by opportunity. From the list above, which might these be?

