CHAPTER 12 – The (True) Story of the Cross

Do you agree with Keller that, “Increasingly, what the Christian church has considered good news is considered by the rest of our culture to be bad news”? [p 193] Why do some liberal theologians believe that the cross should just be left out of the Christian message? 

There are a number of reasons the Cross MUST be included.

The First Reason: Real Forgiveness Is Costly Suffering

Keller responds to the critique that “’The Christian God sounds like the vengeful gods of primitive times who needed to be appeased by human sacrifice.’ Why can’t God just accept everyone or at least those who are sorry for their wrongdoings?” (p. 187 194). To answer this question, he compares God to a person who has been wronged by another person. The injured party can exact revenge by making the offender suffer, or the wronged party can instead take the difficult path of forgiveness.

Have you ever made someone pay? When wronged, have you been able to forgive? How?

When you forgive, you choose not to make the wrongdoer suffer for what he or she has done. The person who was wronged suffers instead. By forgiving the wrongdoer, Keller states, “You are absorbing the debt, taking the cost of it completely on yourself instead of taking it out of the other person. It hurts terribly. Many people would say it feels like a kind of death” (p. 189 196). Thus, God suffered the pain of his Son’s death in order to forgive the sins of humanity. And because he did so, the wrongdoers (humanity) are freed from the debt of their wrongdoing. 

How do you feel about Keller comparing the pain of human forgiveness to God’s act of sacrificing his Son to redeem humanity? 

What should be our motivation for confronting wrongdoers? How does God confront our wrong doing?
The Forgiveness of God
Keller uses Bonhoeffer’s example of forgiveness to give us a better understanding of God’s forgiveness. Do you agree with Keller’s statement that “On the Cross we see God doing visibly and cosmically want every human being must do to forgive someone, though on an infinitely greater scale.”? [p. 199]


How is Jesus’s death on the cross NOT like some primitive deity that demands our blood for his wrath to be appeased?



The Second Reason: Real Love Is a Personal Exchange
Keller says, “In the real world of relationships it is impossible to love people with a problem or a need without in some sense sharing or even changing places with them. All real life changing love involves some form of this kind of exchange.” [p 101] Can you think of examples where you have seen to be true…or perhaps not true?

On page 202, Keller says that if God is a God of love, he must suffer the same pains and griefs that we do. Christianity is the only major religion that claims that God does just that.
 
The Great Reversal

On page 203, Keller defines the Great Reversal as: “God, in the place of ultimate power, reverses places with the marginalized, the poor, and the oppressed.” Luke 1:52 

He goes on to say, “On the Cross Christ wins through losing, triumphs through defeat, achieves power through weakness and service, comes to wealth by giving all away.” Do you find this challenging? If so, how?


Keller ends this section with the statement: “To understand why Jesus had to die, it is important to remember both the result of the Cross (costly forgiveness of sins) and the pattern of the Cross (reversal of the world’s values).
The Story of the Cross

Did this section remind you of Not a Fan? How so?
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