CHAPTER 2 – How Could a Good God Allow Suffering?

Review
Roleplay the argument: “There can’t be just one true religion!”

Introduction (State the argument)

Evil and Suffering Isn’t Evidence Against God

Evil and Suffering May Be (If Anything) Evidence for God

Keller responds to the contention that a loving God could not allow suffering. He states: “Just because you can’t see or imagine a good reason why God might allow something to happen doesn’t mean there can’t be one” (p. 23). Do you buy the argument that the absense of a clear answer doesn’t rule out the possibility that a plausible — but hidden — explanation exists? Why or why not? Do you feel that claiming that God has reasons for his actions that are beyond human reasoning is a cop-out? Or is this a valid argument when the topic is God and his transcendent ways of doing things?

As he continues to examine the problem of pain, Keller writes: “… though Christianity does not provide the reason for each experience of pain, it provides deep resources for actually facing suffering with hope and courage rather than bitterness and despair” (p. 27 28). Have you ever experienced the hope and/or courage that he refers to? If so, describe your experience to others in the group. 

Paraphrasing C.S. Lewis, the author states: “… modern objections to God are based on a sense of fair-play and justice. People, we believe, ought not to suffer, be excluded, die of hunger or oppression. But the evolutionary mechanism of natural selection depends on death, destruction, and violence of the strong against the weak — these things are all perfectly natural. On what basis, then, does the atheist judge the natural world to be horribly wrong, unfair, and unjust” (p. 26). How would you respond to Keller’s question? Does an allegiance to the laws of natural selection and survival of the fittest contradict human values that oppose suffering, discrimination, and the victimization of the poor and powerless? Why or why not? 


Comparing Jesus to the Martyrs


The Suffering of God


Redemption and Suffering

Resurrection and Suffering
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