CHAPTER 4 – The Church is responsible for so much violence

Introduction: The Problem
State the problem as posed by Keller at the start of the chapter.

Scripture
A few of the many verses that speak about hypocrisy:

 Psalm 5:9 There is nothing reliable in what they say; Their inward part is destruction itself. Their throat is an open grave; They flatter with their tongue.
Psalm 55:21 His speech was smoother than butter, But his heart was war; His words were softer than oil, Yet they were drawn swords.
Proverbs 26:20-23 For lack of wood the fire goes out, And where there is no whisperer, contention quiets down. 21 Like charcoal to hot embers and wood to fire, So is a contentious man to kindle strife. 22 The words of a whisperer are like dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts of the body. 23 Like an earthen vessel overlaid with silver dross Are burning lips and a wicked heart.
Isaiah 1:14-17 “I hate your new moon festivals and your appointed feasts, They have become a burden to Me; I am weary of bearing them. 15 “So when you spread out your hands in prayer, I will hide My eyes from you; Yes, even though you multiply prayers, I will not listen. Your hands are covered with blood.
         16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Remove the evil of your deeds from My sight. Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.
Isaiah 29:13 Then the Lord said, “Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,…”
Isaiah 65:5 “Who say, ‘Keep to yourself, do not come near me, For I am holier than you!’ These are smoke in My nostrils, A fire that burns all the day.
Isaiah 66:3-4 “…He who burns incense is like the one who blesses an idol. As they have chosen their own ways, And their soul delights in their abominations, 4 …And they did evil in My sight
And chose that in which I did not delight.”
Romans 2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?
Romans 2:23-24 You who boast in the Law, through your breaking the Law, do you dishonor God? 24 For “THE NAME OF GOD IS BLASPHEMED AMONG THE GENTILES BECAUSE OF YOU,”
1 Corinthians 13:1 If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.
2 Timothy 3 2-5 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power;

Hypocrisy (From Judge For Yourself) (See above verses):
· Do we profess to be loving, but lack a visible compassion for others.
· Do we professes orthodoxy but, in his practical concern for men, deny the realities of a personal God, his enfleshment of deity, or the Scriptures as God’s faithful word?
· Are we preoccupied with mere words, substituting them for the realities they designate.
· Do we profess loyalty to the Father’s will and then go our own way?
· Do we substitute religious rituals for vital experience of the Father?
· Do we defend the status quo in order to avoid taking any risks in serving others?
· Are we servants not of people but of mere institutional interests?
· Do we play church, accepting the privileges but refusing the obligations of hour faith?

What about Jesus? Does he display any of these?

Character Flaws

In chapter 4, the author looks at Christian hypocrisy and the problem it creates for those outside the church. The author agrees that people who do not claim to be Christians are often more ethical and more moral than those who attend church. Then he proposes an interesting explanation: churches might have a higher concentration of broken people, compared to the constituencies of other organizations, because people in need realize their condition and seek out assistance (see p. 53-54  54-55). Do you feel this explanation is too close to saying “don’t judge Christianity by its weakest representatives”? Do you agree with the criticism that if Christianity really does transform lives, that the behavior of Christians should surpass that of the average human? Discuss your responses. 
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