


Michio Kaku – Theoretical physicist developer of String Theory, various TV shows including “The Universe.”

Theoretical physicist Michio Kaku recently claimed that he found evidence that God exists, and his reasoning has caused a stir in the scientific community. When responding to a question about the meaning of life and God, Kaku said that most physicists do believe in a God because of how the universe is designed. Ours is a universe of order, beauty, elegance and simplicity. He explained the universe didn’t have to be this way — it could have been ugly and chaotic. In short, the order we see in the universe is evidence of a Creator.
“I have concluded that we are in a world made by rules created by an intelligence,” the physicist said, according to Science World Report. “Believe me, everything that we call chance today won’t make sense anymore. To me it is clear that we exist in a plan which is governed by rules that were created, shaped by a universal intelligence and not by chance.”

Not a Fan - Chapter 8 – p115
“The real question we must ask is this: What kind of relationship does Jesus want to have with us? That’s what matters. What are his terms? What would he say it really means to follow him?”
[bookmark: _GoBack]
CHAPTER 14 - The Dance of God
Near the end of the book, the author concludes: “I believe that Christianity makes the most sense out of our individual life stories and out of what we see in the world’s history” (p. 213 222). Thus, he does not present watertight proof of God’s existence, but offers the message of Christianity as the most plausible explanation for the human condition and what we observe in the world around us. Do you feel Keller has made a compelling case? Why or why not? 

The Divine Dance
Now he’s going to begin to bring the threads of his narrative together and look at the storyline of Christianity as a whole.

According to Keller [pp 223-224], the singular, self-centered individual “will do things and give affection to others, as long as it helps us meet our personal goals and fulfills us.” How is this different that our triune God? 
John 1:18 No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.
16:14 He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will disclose it to you.
17:4-5 I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.

Each person of the Trinity circles the other two, seeking to glorify them. How would you answer the question asked at the bottom of page 223? “What does it mean, then, that the Father , Son, and Holy Spirit glorify one another.” Each is circling the others pouring love, delight, and adoration into them. Kind of like a dance.

This is a class addressing to some extent, the Trinity. “The doctrine of the Trinity overloads our mental circuits. Despite its cognitive difficulty, however, this astonishing, dynamic conception of the triune God is bristling with profound, wonderful, life-shaping, world-changing implications.” [p 225]
The Dance of Love
What do you think most people mean when they say “God is love.”? Love is important to God and He wants us to love others. According to Keller, why is this dance of the Trinity required if we are to ascribe LOVE as an essential part of God’s character?
A “unipersonal” god existing alone from eternity can neither demonstrate love nor receive love.

Many religions and much of the new age movement stress the importance of becoming one with an ubiquitous god. That individual personality really needs to be overcome in deference to god. Christianity is different, says Keller. “Ultimate reality is a community of persons who know and love one another.” [p 226] Thoughts?

Does this understanding of the Trinity affect how you might see Mark 8:35?
Mark 8:35  For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.
God wants a lifestyle change in us. He wants us to join His dance.

Does this understanding the Trinity affect how you understand Genesis 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;…”?

The Dance of Creation
We were created in His image. If He finds infinite happiness in an “other orientation,” doesn’t that imply the same for us? Keller asks the following question: Why did God create us? How would you answer this after reading this chapter?

What does John 17:20-24 add to our understanding of why God created us?
John 17:20-24 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me. 24 Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
Keller has the following quote on page 228. “The ultimate end of creation, then, is  union in love between God and loving creatures.”

“God did not create us to get the cosmic, infinite joy of mutual love and glorification, but to share it. We were made to join in the dance.” [p 228]

Losing the Dance
Being self-centered and self-seeking is trying to get God to orbit around us. When man refused to serve God, we lost the dance. Jesus came to begin a new humanity, one with a God-centered life, one able to dance again. Thoughts on this section?
The first Adam was tested with a tree as was the last Adam. See John 17:22.

Returning to the Dance
In this chapter, Keller talks about the dance of God and our part in it. How are we invited to the dance? Jesus’s death on the cross is an invitation for us to join. Salvation is our agreeing to join the dance. But we need to learn the steps. We must learn to focus on Him and not ourselves.

“From the highest to the lowest self exists to be abdicated and, by that abdication, it becomes more truly self, to be thereupon yet the more abdicated, and so forever.” [p 231] Do you find this a difficult statement? Do you agree with it? 

Most of us probably know John 3:16. But not many have memorized Luke 9:23. Kyle Idleman, in Not a Fan, says that both of these verses need to go together. You can’t take one without the other.

John 3:16 - 
Luke 9:23 – If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.


The Future of the Dance
Keller starts this section reiterating one of the difference between Christianity and other world religions—that at the end of time, “we see heaven descending into our world to unite with it and purify it of all its brokenness and imperfection.”

Nature will be restored to its full glory in its own dance with God. Look at the following verses and consider what they say about that. Do you have other verses?
Psalm 65:9-13 You visit the earth and cause it to overflow;
You greatly enrich it;
The stream of God is full of water;
You prepare their grain, for thus You prepare the earth.
10 You water its furrows abundantly,
You settle its ridges,
You soften it with showers,
You bless its growth.
11 You have crowned the year with Your bounty,
And Your paths drip with fatness.
12 The pastures of the wilderness drip,
And the hills gird themselves with rejoicing.
13 The meadows are clothed with flocks
And the valleys are covered with grain;
They shout for joy, yes, they sing.

Romans 8:21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.

“Glory to God in the highest goes with Peace on Earth.” {last line of this section]
The Christian Life
One of Keller’s main points is that Christianity is more than getting our sins forgiven. Discuss this idea.

He asks some good questions in the middle of page 234.
What does it mean, then, to become part of God’s work in the world? What does it mean to live a Christian life?
“God made us to ever increasingly share in his own joy and delight in the same way he has joy and delight within himself.” [p 234]
How do we share His joy?
As we give Him glory focusing on Him rather than ourselves.
Honoring and serving others made in the image of Gods glory. (Mark Ludy-overcoming pornography)
As we cherish His derivative glory in the world of nature.
“We glorify and enjoy Him only as we worship him, serve the human community, and care for the created environment.” [p 234]
