CHAPTER 5 – How can a loving God sent people to hell?

Introduction: The Problem
Scripture
Romans 2:5 – 8  Because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when his righteous judgment will be revealed. God ‘will give to each person according to what he has done.’ To those who by persistence in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal life. But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 

Daniel 12:1 – 2  There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until then. But at that time your people — everyone whose name is found written in the book — will be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.

1 - A God of Judgment Simply Can’t Exist

According to C.S. Lewis, magic and science are “twins” that sprang from the same cause. What was that cause? Do you agree with him? (Refer to Romans 1:18-23)

2 - A God of Judgment Can’t Be a God of Love

What about the Bible’s portrayal of a God of love who also judges his enemies? In chapter 5, Keller defends belief in a God of love who also is a God of wrath and judgment. If God loves his creation, it’s understandable that God would oppose anything that does harm to his creation (see p. 73 75). Do you agree that God is big enough to encompass mercy and love, as well as judgment and wrath? Discuss your responses. 


3 - A Loving God Would Not Allow Hell

Find one verse or passage in the Bible about heaven and one about hell to share with the group. Summarize what you have learned from the verses.



On the question of a loving God sending people to hell, Keller writes that God gives people free choice in the matter. “In short, hell is simply one’s freely chosen identity apart from God on a trajectory into infinity” (p. 78 80). Some Christians make the argument that nobody goes to hell unless they want to. Is this true? Explain.


4 - Hell and the Equality of People

You often hear people say things like, “Surely all good, decent people can find God and go to heaven.” How would you respond?

5 - I Believe in a God of Love

How would you help someone to reconcile the fact that the Bible seems to be making 2 contradictory statements: that God is a God of love and a God of wrath?


Why might it be good to believe in judgment day?

When people get rid of the idea of judgment and hell to make God more loving, they end up making him less so. Do you think this is true or not? Discuss.


[bookmark: _GoBack]Acts 17:31 “…because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”

Hebrews 9:27-28 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.

