Politics and the Christian
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[bookmark: _Toc513111021]Source
D James Kennedy on Politics
http://www.djameskennedy.com/resource-finder?query=politics&filter%5B0%5D=%5B%5D&filter%5B1%5D=%5B%5D&filter%5B2%5D=%5B%5D
Watch a video of a sermon and read a brief supplemental document in prep for class

[bookmark: _Toc513111022]Week 1: Government Restrictions
Have someone familiar with law present what restrictions the government has placed on Christians. 
[bookmark: _Toc513111023]Week 2: William Wilberforce: A True Christian Statesman
Scripture: Psalm 127:1; 1 John 5:14; Psalm 5:3; Esther 4:13-14; Luke 7:1-10
URL: http://www.djameskennedy.com/full-view-sermon/djk20539z-william-wilberforce-a-true-christian-statesman
[bookmark: _Toc513111024]Overview
Wilberforce was the great model of a Christian in politics applying biblical principles to his politics. RESEARCH WILBERFORCE ON YOUR OWN.
[bookmark: _Toc513111025]Week 3: Christian Citizenship
Scripture:  Matthew 22:15-22   
URL: http://www.djameskennedy.com/full-view-sermon/djk18838a-christian-citizenship
[bookmark: _Toc513111026]Overview
Christians and their responsibilities in the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world. 
[bookmark: _Toc513111027]Week 4: The Bible And Politics
Scripture: Psalm 9:17  
URL: http://www.djameskennedy.com/full-view-devotions/the-bible-and-politics
[bookmark: _Toc513111028]Overview
Until about fifty years ago, legislators tried to create laws based on Biblical principles. Nowadays, whenever someone proposes legislation that might defend a Christian cause, naysayers often oppose it, arguing that no one can impose his or her values on others. Yet every time our legislators pass a law, they impose somebody’s morality on someone else. And these days, legislators often allow secular humanism to be that morality. By its own definition, as stated in the Humanist Manifesto of 1933, secular humanism is a “religion,”and people who believe in it want to make it the religion of the future,replacing all others. Secular humanism denies that God exists and that any being, other than ourselves, can save us. It replaces God’s Ten Commandments with human ideas of ethics and morality. To achieve its agenda, secular humanism has declared a full-scale war on Christianity, its battleground being the schools, the legislatures, and the courts of our land.

 Secular humanists would have us believe that our founding fathers did not form America on Christian principles. But our founding fathers gave their lives to establish a Christian government, and we should do our best to keep it so. In 1828, Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story wrote his opinion of the First Amendment. He said its intent was not to approve or advance Mohammedanism or Judaism or unbelief, but to prevent the government from establishing one Christian denomination as more important than others. We need to do what we can to keep our nation on its original path by voting for Christian leaders and making sure they pass legislation based on Biblical principles.

 Do you keep up with critical issues in our society? Have you registered to vote, and do you regularly hit the polls on election days, casting your votes based on Biblical truths? As you do these things, you can make a difference in our country. And today please pray for all those in leadership positions: our president, congressmen and congresswomen, governors, and state and local officials. Ask God to give them wisdom as they create laws for us to live by. 


"It is the duty of nations as well as of men to own their dependence upon the overruling power of God." 
—ABRAHAM LINCOLN
[bookmark: _Toc513111029]Week 5: The Christian View Of Politics
Scripture: Ephesians 1:22  
URL: http://www.djameskennedy.com/full-view-devotions/the-christian-view-of-politics
[bookmark: _Toc513111030]Overview
Have you ever wondered if you should  always obey the laws of our government? This is an important question because the government influences almost every aspect of our lives. To help us answer this question, the Bible delineates a few principles.
  Principle number one:  The Triune God is sovereign over the whole universe. He is sovereign over every area of life, not just the Church. This includes the government.
  Principle number two:  The ultimate source of authority is not in the government or in the people; it’s in God. God has set government in place to enact and execute the laws He has given us in His Word—the moral laws of God, which He has written on our hearts. The authority of the government comes from God, and the government must answer to God.
  Principle number three:  The government has limited authority and power. The government does not encompass all things. We have other spheres that influence our lives: family, church, education, art, and science. Each of these spheres has its own authority and responsibility, and we must work out our lives freely in the various spheres in which we live. This means that if anyone in any sphere of activity oversteps his or her authority, the Christian has the obligation to disobey. If the government commands the Christian to do something contrary to the clear teaching of God’s Word, then the Christian must obey God and not humans. For example, some governments have forbidden Christians to pray, worship God, and witness. Clearly, these governments have created laws contrary to God’s commandments.
  Are you willing to stand up for God’s laws when they conflict with those of your government? Ask God to give you wisdom as a citizen and the courage to obey His Word despite any governmental opposition. 


"It is no more possible for man to build a political state without the help of God than it was for the builders of Babel." 
—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
[bookmark: _Toc513111031]Week 6: More Christians Are Needed in Politics
Scripture: Proverbs 29:2  
URL: http://www.djameskennedy.com/full-view-devotions/20171105-more-christians-are-needed-in-politics
[bookmark: _Toc513111032]Overview
Slowly but surely, more and more we see that Christians are beginning to take their proper place in every sphere of life in our society. You may recall that one of the most important founders of this country was John Jay, and he said, “Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty as well as the privilege and interest of our Christian Nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.”

Now who was this John Jay? Was he some sort of extremist? He was the first Chief Justice of the first Supreme Court, appointed by the first President of the United States, George Washington. He also wrote some of the Federalist Papers.

Well now, what he said we ought to do is being done. At one point, not too long ago, only five members of the House of Representatives could be found who were evangelical Christians. Most of them were probably nominal. But that number went up a decade later to 100, and then up to 125. Lord-willing, evangelicals in the political realm will be even more visible in the years to come.

So often we hear that no one should impose their morality on anyone, but the reality is that someone’s morality is always being legislated. It is not a question of “if,” but of “what” and of “whose.”
Dear Lord, You have said we should not put our trust in princes. Even the best of them can let us down. Help us to trust You alone. Meanwhile, we do pray that You would raise up more godly leaders. Help Your church to regain its role as salt and light in society…  

"BY GOD’S STRENGTH, THE CHURCH CAN BE THE CONSCIENCE OF THE NATION. "
[bookmark: _Toc513111033]Week 7: Statesmen vs. Politicians
Scripture: Mark 9:35  
URL: http://www.djameskennedy.com/full-view-devotions/20170821-statesmen-vs-politicians
[bookmark: _Toc513111034]Overview
When we consider how our fiscal policies in this country are borrowing from the future at such alarming rates, it should not surprise us if our children’s children rise up to curse us. We are saddling them with an unpayable debt.

Somebody said well, “It is because of our own greed that we have become ungovernable.”  We cannot balance the budget of this nation now. Why?  Because politicians are scared that they will be voted out of office if they do not pander to the greed of the people. Now, this is not a popular thing to say. But, my friends, somebody has to say it.

This country is going to be destroyed by the twin evils of public greed and a false philanthropy on the part of politicians who are simply buying their reelection by taking money from one group and giving it to another.

The government is instituted for the purpose of administering justice. If you want to know what the government is supposed to do, read the 13th chapter of Romans where God explains what the purpose of government is. And that purpose is justice, not philanthropy. There is a great need for philanthropy and for benevolence but it should come from the private sector where it produces positive results and not from the government sector where it produces chaos and will inevitably bring this nation to destruction. Pray that God would raise up more statesmen who serve the people and instead of politicians who serve themselves.

Lord of the nations, we pray for godly leaders. We pray for public servants, who run for office to serve the people and promote justice and protection. We repent of our national greed and ask for Your help to turn our nation around…

"BY GOD’S STRENGTH, THOSE WHO GOVERN US CAN BE PUBLIC SERVANTS."
