[bookmark: _Toc513111025]Week 3: Christian Citizenship
Scripture:  Matthew 22:15-22   
URL: http://www.djameskennedy.com/full-view-sermon/djk18838a-christian-citizenship

Matthew 22:15-22 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted together how they might trap Him in what He said. 16 And they *sent their disciples to Him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and defer to no one; for You are not partial to any. 17 Tell us then, what do You think? Is it lawful to give a poll-tax to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, “Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites? 19 Show Me the coin used for the poll-tax.” And they brought Him a denarius. 20 And He *said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They *said to Him, “Caesar’s.” Then He *said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 And hearing this, they were amazed, and leaving Him, they went away.
[bookmark: _Toc513111026]Overview
Christians and their responsibilities in the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of this world. 

Lesson

Preliminary Questions:
1. How is the story of Frankenstein like the story of the United States?
2. What's the difference between a politician and a patriot?
3. How would you describe the state of America today?
4. What would you like it to be?
5. Is that change possible?
6. What would we need to do to make it happen?

Double responsibility

Uniqueness of US
· Began with Godly men coming for freedom of worship, to advance the Kingfom of Jesus Christ.
· de Tocqueville - great because we were good – 1830
· Alexis de Tocqueville (29 July 1805 – 16 April 1859) was a French diplomat, political scientist and historian. He was best known for his works Democracy in America (appearing in two volumes, 1835 and 1840)

Now - 
· US is a nation filled with dangers (highways wi drunkards, slums, out at night, war, in womb) abortion. 
· More babies killed than in all wars we ever fought.
· Land of pornography
· Sexual immorality, homosexuality
· 39 pandemic STDs
· Drugs pandemic - Jack Flash
· Crime is at all time high - need to lock doors - growing up in Windsor
· Education - US is now one of more illiterate nations of industrial world. Tragic teachings

What happened
· All the "bad groups"?
· Dr. Frankenstein’s monster - came from him; he made it.
· Blame must be laid at doorstep of the Church - 
· failed to be involved 
· retreated
· allowed it to grow up through media, courts, education
· Wreaked carnage of today
· We have failed as citizens.
· Privatization of religion
· We left these things for unbelievers to take over
· The role of laymen and the role of preachers. How involved should we be?
· What about when taking a stand impacts our career and our family? Can't afford to be involved. What if this were George Washington?
· Are we interested in personal peace and happiness. Cloaked short-sited view. Shaffer called it false Christianity.
· What's the difference between a politician (what's in it for me?) and a patriot (what good will it do for the country?).
· 18.5 Christians aren't even registered to vote. Half of those registered do not vote.

What can we do?
· Changes made by people. People can change it back. Importance of the Supreme Court.
· Pray regularly for those in power.
· All Christians should register and vote. It's been in our power to change everything we complain and grumble about.
· Voting is a duty commanded by God.
· We need to be informed.
· Run for office.
· Paul- I can do all things through Christ.
· Where were you when America lost its freedoms?
· Fulfill our role as Christian citizens.
https://www.cnn.com/2018/06/04/politics/masterpiece-colorado-gay-marriage-cake-supreme-court/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2018/06/04/supreme-court-sides-with-colorado-baker-who-refused-to-make-wedding-cake-for-same-sex-couple.html
The narrow ruling here focused on what the court described as anti-religious bias on the Colorado Civil Rights Commission when it ruled against baker Jack Phillips. "The Commission’s hostility was inconsistent with the First Amendment’s guarantee that our laws be applied in a manner that is neutral toward religion," Kennedy wrote in his majority opinion.

http://fox59.com/2018/06/05/brownsburg-teacher-says-transgender-name-policy-goes-against-his-religious-beliefs-fights-for-job/
e told the Indianapolis Star that he did not want to violate his conscience by calling transgender students by their preferred name, rather than those given at birth.

“I’m being compelled to encourage students in what I believe is something that’s a dangerous lifestyle,” the 28-year-old teacher told the newspaper. “I’m fine to teach students with other beliefs, but the fact that teachers are being compelled to speak a certain way is the scary thing.”

Kluge, who has taught at the school for four years, said the school’s new policy violates his First Amendment rights.

The new school policy, which will be implemented next school year, states that students must have written consent from a parent and doctor to request the name change. The school’s policy allowed for teachers to call students by their last names this year, but starting next year, teachers will be required to call students by the preferred name and pronouns listed in the school’s system.

“When you work in a public school, you sign up to follow the law and the policies/practices of that organization and that might mean following practices that are different than your beliefs,” the policy said.

A Brownsburg Community School Corporation representative alleged that Kluge voluntarily submitted his resignation before the end of the school year, but Kluge said he submitted a tentative resignation letter because he was threatened with job termination, adding he requested to withdraw the letter.

Kluge said he still wants to work at the school and is “pleading” to come back.

The Indiana Family Institute, a conservative education and research organization, started a letter-writing campaign to encourage the school to bring Kluge back and “allow parents to have a voice in shaping the environment in which their children are educated.”

But LGBTQ advocates said the school’s policy is a show of respect not about politics or religion. "Using a trans student’s chosen name is an invaluable support. Educators need to lead by example with respect for students’ identities, names, and pronouns," Becca Mui, education manager at LGBTQ student advocacy organization GLSEN, told Indy Star. "If John Kluge couldn’t model this respect for his students, he wasn’t creating a classroom environment where all of his students could thrive.”

Laura Ingram – When a transgender student pushed the issue with the school district in the middle of the year, his class had no problems; he was using the last names.

https://www.indystar.com/story/news/education/2018/06/05/transgender-student-policy-prompts-dispute-between-brownsburg-teacher-school/670265002/

Abbey: Mr. John Kluge is the orchestra teacher at Brownsburg High School. He, an American citizen with the right to his opinion, does not want to encourage students he feels are confused and wandering (students who identify as transgender or aren't sure exactly who they are yet). However, on the same token, he absolutely did not want to hurt or offend these students in any way because he cares for them. In order to protect, guide, and love his students while not compromising his beliefs, Mr. Kluge called every student at Brownsburg High School by his/her last name (my little sister is in his class and can testify to this). He did this out of love, compassion, and conviction, and for this, he was given the ultimatum: resign, or be fired with three weeks of school left and no pay over the summer giving him no way to support his family- wrongfully so. I was in musicals with Mr. Klug, and he is a very humble, kind, giving man, especially to his students. You don't have to agree with him by any means, but he certainly has the right to peacefully hold to his convictions in a way that does not attack others, I hope you would agree that we all do. Please send the attached letter if you are concerned with the principles behind this worrisome case.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lauren Bohrer shared Sarah Macy Bohrer's post.
June 2 at 5:41pm · 
Mr.kluge goes above and beyond to care about each and every student no matter who it is!

Sarah Macy Bohrer
June 2 at 3:29pm
Mr. Kluge is the orchestra teacher in Brownsburg. For the past year he has been calling all students in his classes by their last names so as to not compromise his personal beliefs but still show respect to his students. Because of this he has been fired. My daughter is in this class and said that he shows respect and care for each and every one of his students, often going above and beyond. Please read the attached and let the school board know this is not acceptable.iefs, Mr. Kluge called every student at Brownsburg High School by his/her last name (my little sister is in his class and can testify to this). He did this out of love, compassion, and conviction, and for this, he was given the ultimatum: resign, or be fired with three weeks of school left and no pay over the summer giving him no way to support his family- wrongfully so. I was in musicals with Mr. Klug, and he is a very humble, kind, giving man, especially to his students. You don't have to agree with him by any means, but he certainly has the right to peacefully hold to his convictions in a way that does not attack others, I hope you would agree that we all do. Please send the attached letter if you are concerned with the principles behind this worrisome case.



