


Introduction
1) What does it mean to be consciously countercultural?
2) How should Christians respond to our rapidly changing American culture? Optimism, pessimism, or realism
3) Two clear options: retreat or risk.
a) Retreat in compromised Christianity.
b) Retreat from culture by remaining silent in public.
4) Self-analysis
a) Where am I retreating?
5) Risk is the alternative
a) Family, future, relationships, reputation, career, and comfort.

Chapter 1 – The Greatest Offense: The Gospel and Culture
In the Beginning, God
1) Genesis 1:1 – The offense begins with the first words.
2) Isaiah 40:28 Creation begins with and exists for God. Nothing is irrelevant to Him.
3) What is the Creator like? 
a) Wholly unique [p 2] Isaiah 43:15
b) Good Psalm 145:9; Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31
c) Just Psalm 7:8; Proverbs 17:15
d) Grace 2 Peter 3:9
4) God sustains, owns, defines, rules, and one day will judge us. Our natural reaction is to balk in offense.
Our Natural Reaction to God
1) In Genesis 2 and 3, we have the story of the fall. Satan reduces the command of God to questions about God. When we do this (does God really want what’s best for me), we subtly assert ourselves to be judges of God rather than judged by God. 
2) By eating from the tree of knowledge of god and evil, man put himself in the position of determining good and evil.
3) Godless worldviews leave us with a hopeless subjectivity. [p 5] Rightness and wrongness are determined by social developments around us.
a) What about all the evils in the world. Are they to just be accepted because a culture says it’s OK?
b) 
The Sin of Self
1) The idea that all are sinners is countercultural. 
a) Implication – Sin is therefore part of any culture we create.
2) Humans possess both dignity and depravity.
3) We give in to the same temptation faced by Adam and Eve.
a) Whatever seems right to me or feels right to me is right for me.
b) Romans 3:12 All have turned aside
4) Focus on self. See words that accentuate self.
5) John 8:34 …everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.
6) Romans 3:23 all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
7) We attempt to remove our guilt by redefining right and wrong according to cultural fads. [p 10]
Is Jesus Unique
1) While people can agree he was a good man, they often miss the meaning of His words where He sets himself apart.
a) He’s the good shepherd; He seeks and saves the lost; He is the light, everyone else is in darkness; He is the bread of life….
b) Mark 2:5-7; Luke 7:48-49 – There were those who understood what He was saying and questioned it.
c) John 14:6 I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
d) Proverbs 17:15 He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous, both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD.
2) God can’t simply forgive sin or overlook it; that would make Him unjust.
3) Once we grasp the holy justice of God and the sinful nature of humanity, in the words of Stott, “no longer do we ask why God finds it difficult to forgive sines but how he hinds it possible.” [p 13]
4) Basic tension: How then can God love us when his justice requires condemning us? Two ways to see this situation:
a) How can you punish sinners? How can you let good people go to hell?
b) How can You be just and still let guilt sinners into heaven?
5) JESUS CHRIST
a) One way to God or 1000 ways to God—we always want our way to God.
The Eternal Offense
1) Jesus – the unlikely savior. Not what we expect.
2) Jesus talked about hell a lot.
3) “The most offensive claim in Christianity is that God is the Creator, Owner, and Judge of every person on the planet.” [p 16]
Do You Believe the Gospel?
1) Non-Christians, Nominal Christians, True believers of the Gospel
2) What social issues will be take a stance on? Only those that are safe?
3) How do we take a stand? (MY QUESTIONS)
a) Do we argue against policies in the market place?
b) Does the church actively separate from a secular society and become a light on a hill?
c) Let people know what we believe by becoming an active part of a counter culture?
A Call to Conviction, Compassion, and Courage
1) Matthew 22:39You shall love your neighbor as yourself
2) 1 John 3:18 Let us not loce in word or talk but in deed and in truth
3) We can’t be a champion of every issue, but we can become educated on cultural issues. 
a) The church should separate from a secular culture but be a clear alternative. Christians should promote this separated church and stand for the Gospel.
b) Matthew 10:28, 32-33, 39 Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell… 32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven… 39 He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it.


Chapter 2 – Where Rich and Poor Collide: The Gospel and Poverty
What is our responsibility to the poor of the world?
The Wealthy Aristocracy
1) We are rich spiritually
a) Ephesians 2:4-7 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
b) 2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.
2) We are materially rich
a) Compared to the third countries, we are wealthy.
b) Jesus calls us to love these neighbors.
c) 1 John 3:17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?
3) Comments from history (How Christianity Changed the World, Alvin Schmidt)
a) Giving with no expectation of a return is a part of Christian society. In fact, looking at it historically, charity as a social tenant is uniquely Christian.
b) Tertullian (ca. 220), the church father from Northern Africa, says Christians had a common fund to which they monthly gave money. The fund was used to support widows, the physically disabled, needy orphans, the sick, and prisoners because of their Christian faith. They also kept funds for the poor and to release slaves. Christian charity was based on caritas, giving without expecting return. [Schmidt, 125-126]
c) Christians differed greatly from the world with regard to compassion. During a plague in Alexandria, Julian the Apostate, Roman Emperor, said of Christians, “The impious Galileans [his word for the Christians] relieve both their own poor and ours. It is shameful that ours should be so destitute of our assistance.” (Epistles of Julian 49) [Schmidt, p 129]
The Convicting Reality
1) Are we convicted by how we live?
2) Do you have examples of friends who live sacrificially?
a) Joye and Freddy – 
3) Proverbs 28:27; James 2:14-17; 1 John 3:16-18 [p 31]
4) What do you think of Platt’s statement: “…those who claim to be Christians but refuse to help poverty-stricken people are simply not children of God.” [p 32] Relate back to initial question.
Free to Work
1) Two views of work
a) To earn salvation
b) Fueled by faith
c) 1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NIV) your work produced by faith…
d) 2 Thessalonians 1:11 (NIV) every act prompted by your faith
e) Galatians 5:6 faith working through love
f) Ephesians 2:10 Created for good works.
2) Christ’s character reflects concern for the needy. [p 33]\
3) Shouldn’t we reflect his nature?
“Want To”
1) Motivation: “we have to” or “we want to”
2) We often start with a “have to” attitude and have it change to a “want to.”

Five simple but significant implications of the gospel for our lives
1) Work Diligently
a) Genesis 2:15 man was to work in the Garden of Eden.
b) How do you look at work?
c) The difference between a wilderness and culture is simply, work. [p 38]
d) If work is God’s plan for us, then use it to help the poor. Some may be called to quit jobs for ministry, but most will keep working.
e) Look for how God may be using us where we are.
f) What do you think about Platt’s statement: “what matters most is not how much you earn, but what you do with what you earn.”
i) You are not a success based on what you do, but what you do compared with what you could have done.
ii) 1 Timothy 6:17-19 Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy. 18 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19 storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.
g) Be countercultural in the way we work.
h) What do you think about the idea that God never called humans to retire when able to still work? [p40]
i) MY QUESTION: Is it enough to share material wealth with the poor of the world?
2) Live Simply
a) 1 Timothy 6:9-10 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a root of all [a]sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
b) Mark 10:23 How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  Are you rich?
c) 1 Timothy 6:6-8 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. 8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.
i) Live simply; be content.
d) Our lives will count on earth only when we in invest them in His Kingdom for eternity.
3) Give Sacrificially
a) 2 Corinthians 8:2-4 that in a great ordeal of affliction their abundance of joy and their deep poverty overflowed in the wealth of their liberality. 3 For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability, they gave of their own accord, 4 begging us with much urging for the favor of participation in the support of the saints,
Mark 12:41-44 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which amount to a cent. 43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly I say to you, this poor widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”
b) How do we balance giving to the world’s poor and giving to meet local needs? [pp47-48]
c) MY QUESTION: On mission trips, should we just bring money and do work. Or, should part of giving be teaching different kinds of work?
d) CS Lewis quote on page 49.
e) 
4) Help Constructively
a) Help wisely. “Supplement the responsible instead of subsidizing the irresponsible.” [p 50]
b) Discern those truly in need. 1 Timothy 5:5 Now she who is a widow indeed and who has been left alone, has fixed her hope on God and continues in entreaties and prayers night and day.
c) Giving involves sharing life.
d) There is no one size fits all approach to helping the poor.
e) Where possible, mentoring while aiding.
5) Invest Eternally
a) Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
b) The rich young ruler was not a call away from riches but a call to riches, to satisfaction.
i) Mark 10:21
c) Imagine investing $10000 in a church planter working with a medical center in Sameer’s village. Long term impact. Example of SBC church in Guadalajara that was part of a hospital
d) Investing eternally is countercultural.
First Steps To Counter Culture
1) As we pray, ask God to
a) Intervene on behalf of the poor, both close to home and around the world.
b) Soften your heart to identify with the poor and work for their good.
c) Reveal ways that you can live on less in order to give more to those who need it.
2) Participate by considering taking these steps:
a) Investigate local ministries that are involved in serving the poor in your community, and ask how you or your church body can partner with them.
b) Look at your budget. Are there any luxuries you can sacrifice in order to have more resources to give to those in need?
c) Make a list of your talents and assets, and consider some of the global needs mentioned in this chapter. Is there any place where your resources and the world’s needs intersect?
3) Consider the following scriptural truths:
a) Acts 20:35 In everything I showed you that by working hard in this manner you must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He Himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
b) 2 Corinthians 8:9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.
c) 1 John 3:17 But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?



Chapter 3 -Modern Holocaust: The Gospel and Abortion
Silent Scream, 28:39, 
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gON-8PP6zgQ
· Narrator: Dr. Bernard N. Nathanson, died at 84 in 2011. In 1970, he became the director of the Center for Reproductive and Sexual Health, which, in his talks as an abortion opponent, he often called “the largest abortion clinic in the Western world.”
· Besides the ultrasound of an actual abortion, the complete movie contains a clinical description of an abortion, and follow-up statistics.
Platt says of himself that he was “Shamefully silent and appallingly passive” concerning abortion. [p 50]
· How does that statement strike you?
· If you are strongly opposed to abortion, can you remember an incident that brought about your strong feelings?
· Francis Shaffer’s How Should We Then Live? Babies on a conveyor belt
· Our daughter Rachel’s UNC speech class and the Silent Scream movie.
· Six million Jewish men, women, and children over a few years compared with 42 million abortions each year. (Or 115000 abortions each day)
For All Of Us
1) Estimates are that one third of American women have had or will have an abortion at some point in their lives.
2) No need to share names, but how many of you know someone who has had an abortion?
a) My Lithuanian grandmother had an abortion. She had five children and was pregnant with another during the depression. They had a hard time feeding the five, so she had an abortion. It bothered her till she died.
b) A parent who told her only son she wishes she had an abortion.
3) Don’t minimize the severity of having an abortion but magnify the reality of grace from God.
4) Platt’s goal: Show how the Gospel should inform our thinking and compel us to speak clearly and stand boldly against abortion.
God and the Unborn
1) ABORTION IS AN AFFRONT TO GOD’S AUTHORITY AS CREATOR.
2) How does God view abortion?
a) Psalm 139:13-16 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; 16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.
b) Job 33:4 “The Spirit of God has made me, And the breath of the Almighty gives me life.
c) Job 12:10 In whose hand is the life of every living thing, And the breath of all mankind?
d) Job 1:21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD.”
e) Deuteronomy 32:39 ‘See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.
3) On page 63, Platt says, “Abortion, like murder or suicide asserts human beings as the ones who control life and death. But God the Creator alone has the right to determine when someone lives and dies…”
a) What do you think about that statement?
b) What about the death penalty for some crimes?
4) When England’s Princess Kate was pregnant, everyone referred to the “heir to the throne.” No one called him a “blastocyst” or “blob of cells.” “…doesn’t the dignity we conferred on a royal baby apply also to countless other ordinary babies whose lives are no less significant?” [p 65]
The Key Question
1) ABORTION ASSAULTS GOD’S WORK IN CREATION.
2) Platt boils the issue of abortion down to one key question. What is it?
a) What, or who, is in the womb?  [p 65]
3) If we believe scripture teaches that the unborn are persons formed by God, how do we address the following questions? [p 66]
a) Women have a right to privacy with their doctors.
i) Do we have a right to conspire to take someone’s life?
b) Women should have the right to choose.
i) Can we choose to kill family members whose existence is causing us a hardship?
ii) The Rachel example: Born at 24 weeks, the baby survived. If someone then killed it, it would be homicide. Yet, if the child was still inside Rachel, the baby could legally be killed by abortion.
iii) Approving abortion leads logically to a justification for killing newborns…or, really, anyone.
Wonderful Works
1) ABORTION ATTACKS GOD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNBORN.
2) Psalm 139 (See above.)
3) Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I consecrated you; I have appointed you a prophet to the nations.”
4) Psalm 22:9-10 Yet You are He who brought me forth from the womb; You made me trust when upon my mother’s breasts. 10 Upon You I was cast from birth; You have been my God from my mother’s womb.
5) Luke 1:39-44 Now at this time Mary arose and went in a hurry to the hill country, to a city of Judah, 40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 And she cried out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord would come to me? 44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy.
6) God calls, names and blesses children in the womb.
a) Galatians 1:15 But when God, who had set me apart even from my mother’s womb and called me through His grace, was pleased
b) Isaiah 49:1 Listen to Me, O islands, And pay attention, you peoples from afar. The LORD called Me from the womb; From the body of My mother He named Me.
c) Luke 1:15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother’s womb.
d) Job 31:15 “Did not He who made me in the womb make him, And the same one fashion us in the womb?
7) In China and India, female babies are often aborted because of the cost of marriage and the advantages of having a son rather than a daughter.
a) If this is wrong, then why would people say it is OK to abort in the US for convenience?
8) What about disabilities? See the “man born blind” in John 9.
a) Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
9) How does Platt address the question: What about rape??? [p 70]
a) Would we kill a born child conceived in rape? If not, why in the womb?
b) Deuteronomy 24:16 “Fathers shall not be put to death for their sons, nor shall sons be put to death for their fathers; everyone shall be put to death for his own sin.
God the Judge
1) THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE GOSPEL FOR ABORTION BECOME CLEAR.
2) What does God’s character have to do with abortion? [p 71-72]
a) Holy and righteous judge of all
b) Hates injustice
c) Detests the taking of innocent life and judges of all who participate in it.
3) The role of government. Ideally it will reflect the morality of God.
a) Romans 13:1-4 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise from the same; 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on the one who practices evil.
b) If government should reflect the morality of God, what is our role as citizens in a republic or democracy?
4) How do we address the arguments: 
a) “It’s not the government’s job to legislate morality.”
i) That IS the role of government. (lying, cheating, stealing, killing)
b) “We should have a right to choose.”
i) A am not FREE to choose to kill, cheat, steal.
ii) Results in anarchy
iii) What is the key question above? In talking with people, this needs to be answered first.
5) Address the statement: “I may not agree with abortion and wouldn’t choose it, but people should be free to make that choice.”
6) How do we determine what things we are free to make choices concerning?
Redeemed and Restored
1) “Remember: God is not only the Judge of sin, but he is also the Savior of sinners.” [p 74]
2) God forgives
a) Psalm 103:11-12 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, So great is His lovingkindness toward those who fear Him. 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
b) Isaiah 43:25 “I, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, And I will not remember your sins.
c) 1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
3) God heals
a) Luke 7:48-50 Then He said to her, “Your sins have been forgiven.” 49 Those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is this man who even forgives sins?” 50 And He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”
4) God restores completely
a) He sees the righteousness of Christ in us.
b) Isaiah 61:1-3 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, Because the LORD has anointed me To bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to captives And freedom to prisoners; 2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD And the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn, 3 To grant those who mourn in Zion, Giving them a garland instead of ashes, The oil of gladness instead of mourning, The mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, The planting of the LORD, that He may be glorified.
Every One Worth It
First Steps to Counter Culture
1) Pray: Ask God to:
a) End the injustice of abortion in our country and around the world.
b) Forgive you for whatever part you have played in abortion.
c) Convict those in positions of power to use their influence to end abortion.
2) Participate: Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
a) Write to your representatives in Congress and clearly and respectfully lay out why abortion in this country must stop.
b) Work with ministries or participate in events (e.g. Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, 40 Days for Life, Prayer walks) that seek to uphold the value of unborn human life.
c) Volunteer with a Crisis Pregnancy Center in your city to aid in their work o showing women in desperate situation that there are options other than abortion.
3) Proclaim: Consider the following truths from Scripture:
a) Psalm 139:15-16 My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; 16 Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Your book were all written The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.
b) Proverbs 24:10-12 If you are slack in the day of distress, Your strength is limited. 11 Deliver those who are being taken away to death, And those who are staggering to slaughter, Oh hold them back. 12 If you say, “See, we did not know this,” Does He not consider it who weighs the hearts? And does He not know it who keeps your soul? And will He not [a]render to man according to his work?
c) Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, “Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

Chapter 4 – The Lonely in Families: The Gospel and Orphans and Widows

Introduction
How would you define the ideal walk with God? (Describe how most Christians, in your opinion,  would describe the ideal walk.)

Before this week, when was the last time you a thought about widows or orphans?

The worldwide orphan crisis 
· Approximately 153 million children have lost one parent.
· About 18 million have lost both parents.
· Millions of others live in institutions or on the streets.
· Multitudes of others live as “social orphans.” Those who rarely interact with their parents.
“We learned pretty quickly that orphans are easier to forget if you don’t see their faces. They’re easier to ignore if you don’t know their names. They’re easier to overlook if you don’t hold them in your arms.” [page 82]

The worldwide widow crisis:
· 245 million widows
· 115 million of whom live in poverty and suffer social isolation & economic deprivation

God, the God of orphans and widows: How does God view orphans and widows?
· Deuteronomy 10:17-18 For the LORD your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe. 18 He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing.
· Psalm 68:5 A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows,
Is God in His holy habitation.
· Exodus 22:22 You shall not afflict any widow or orphan.
· Isaiah 1:17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Reprove the ruthless, Defend the orphan, Plead for the widow.

Based on James 1:27, how should we define the ideal walk with God?
· Pure Religion – James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Do you recall how Platt describes what “visit orphans and widows” means? See page 84.
· “To visit orphans and widows means to seek them out with a deep concern for their well-being and a clear commitment to care for their needs.” [p 84]
· “True religion counters culture and results in sacrificially caring for people who can benefit you the least, who have the least to offer you in return for your kindness.” [caritas] [p 84]


Can we look at divorced women as widows?
· 2 Samuel 14:5 The king said to her, “What is your trouble?” And she answered, “Truly I am a widow, for my husband is dead.
· 2 Samuel 20:3 Then David came to his house at Jerusalem, and the king took the ten women, the concubines whom he had left to keep the house, and placed them under guard and provided them with sustenance, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up until the day of their death, living as widows.
A Story of Redemption
Ruth, the story of redemption.
Facetiously, Platt makes a statement on page 89 concerning Ruth’s strength. How do we know Ruth practiced cross fit? She carried 30-50 pounds of grain home from her first date with Boaz.

According to Platt, what is the most important word in the book of Ruth? Redeemer [p 90]

According to Platt, passages like Leviticus 25, Deuteronomy 25, and Jeremiah 32 tell us for a man to become a redeemer, he had to have the right to redeem, the resources to redeem, and the resolve to redeem. [p 90]

Why do you suppose Platt spends so much time in the book of Ruth?
Mirror of God
“The book of Ruth is intended to point us ultimately to the God over history and his heart for the afflicted.” [p 92]

Who is the mirror of God in the story of Ruth? Boaz

How does he reflect God? “He illustrates God’s gracious design to provide for those with no family through the broader family of men and women who have put their faith in him.” [p 93]

Get foster parents to come it for a Q & A about foster care.
A Culture of Orphans and Widows
· In the US, well over a third of the children are living is a home with only one parent.
· Nearly ½ of the births in the US are to unmarried women.

“Christ compels us to counter culture by stepping in to care for orphans and widows when significant people have stepped out of their lives.” [p 95]

“Do Something” by Matthew West
The Right to Redeem
The church has the right (and responsibility) to reach across physical family lines to care for those with no family.

Implication of being adopted into the family of God.
· 1 Timothy 5:8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
· Ephesians 2:13-16, 18-19 [p 98] 

How does this statement by Platt strike you? Does God perhaps have expectations of us of which we have been unaware? 
· “We have not been put on this earth simply to preserve our genetic material. We have been put on this earth to portray a gospel message, and that gospel message crosses physical barriers and transcends biological bloodlines.” [p 98-99]
The Resources to Redeem
The church has the resources to accomplish this work.
What are the resources?
Olivia’s parents working on adoptions.
The Resolve to Redeem
The resolve to do something flows from the fountain of God’s love revealed in the gospel.
Like Ruth and Naomi, we are outcast sinners.
· Ephesians 1:3-7 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of His grace

Pursued by His grace, He adopts us as His children.
· Psalm 46:1 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.
· Do we pursue the orphan and widow with the same commitment?

Like the story of Ruth, our Redeemer invites us to eat at His table.

Jesus is our redeemer. He has “the right to redeem us—made like us in every way, yet without sin (see Hebrews 4:15). He has the resources to redeem us—possessing all authority over nature and nations, disease and demons, sin and Satan, suffering and Death. Finally, he has the resolve to redeem us. His resolve drove him to take responsibility for our sin, enduring the wrath of God that we deserve, so that through faith in him, we might no longer be outcasts separated from God, but instead we might be called sons and daughters of God.” [p 106]

What do you think about the idea that being rescued should compel us to rescue?
Mara Ruth
Adopted daughter from China.  She was left in a cardboard box.
First Steps to Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Open your eyes to see the orphans and widows around you and to open your heart to care for them.
· Empower Christians around the world to protect the most vulnerable.
· Remind you of the way he has adopted you as his child in Christ.

Participate
· Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Start the process of foster care or adoption, or find tangible ways to support families who are fostering or adopting children.
· Either on your own or with your family, consider reaching out to, spending time with, and serving a specific orphan or widow in your church or neighborhood.
· Sponsor an orphan or widow in another country though a gospel-driven Christian ministry, and maintain contact with the person you are sponsoring.

Proclaim:
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· Psalm 68:5-6 A father of the fatherless and a judge for the widows, Is God in His holy habitation. 6 God makes a home for the lonely; He leads out the prisoners into prosperity, Only the rebellious dwell in a parched land.
· Galatians 4:4-5 But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
· James 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.




Chapter 5 – The War on Women: The Gospel and Sex Slavery
Introduction
What emotions did you experience as you read the story of Maliha in Nepal?
Closer to Home
Hannah in Birmingham, Alabama, had a similar experience. What are the common elements between the story of Maliha and Hannah? (Man praises girl, gives gifts, makes girl feel indebted, removes escape roads)
Modern Slavery
“I never could have imagined that there are more slaves today than were seized from Africa in four centuries of the transatlantic slave trade!” [p 119-120]

How do you feel about this statement by Platt? 
· “…now that you know [that slavery still exists], you have no choice but to do something about it.” [p 120]
· But what do we do about it?
Created Equal
“I am deeply convinced that the gospel alone provides the depth of perspective alteration and heart transformation needed to eradicate slavery.” [p 121]

The Gospel—Let’s look up verses that address.
1. God alone has authority to rule and reign as Master and Lord
a. Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it.
b. Ephesians 6:9 And masters, do the same things to them, and give up threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.
2. God, the Owner of all things—how do these verses relate to slabery? 
a. In God’s Image
i. Genesis 1:27 God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
b. We are all the same
i. Job 31:15 Did not He who made me in the womb make him, And the same one fashion us in the womb?
ii. Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
c. God’s view of slavery
i. Exodus 21:16 He who kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or he is found in his possession, shall surely be put to death.
ii. 1 Timothy 1:9-10 realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound teaching,
d. The Gettysburg Address: Four score and seven years ago…dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.
3. Much of the non-Christian world sees women as less than men. That opens the door to all kinds of perversions. How Christianity Changed the World by Alvin Schmidt [p 120-121]
a. Christian influence in the world changed the view of women. Even today, much of the non-Christian world sees women different that we do.
Slavery and Pornography
· Have you ever thought of pornography as a problem in the church? How did you react to Platt’s statement? “…over half of men and increasing numbers of women in churches are actively viewing pornography.” [p 125] 
· The smart phone and home/work computer can become gateways to pornography.
· A friend who had coffee shop here in Windsor started a pornography recovery program. He had been involved in pornography. When God finally convicted him of the sinful nature of that addiction, he went to the pastors of his church. They told him not to beat himself up about it; it was a common problem. They had no solution. That bothered him. In his own study of scripture, he finally came to the understanding that we must view each other as made in the image of God. When he looked at pornography, he was looking at “creatures” made in the image of God. Is this what God wanted? This led to his recovery from pornography.
· To voice opposition to sex slavery yet view pornography is the epitome of hypocrisy. Those who do this are like the pre-Civil War churchgoer justifying slavery.
· There is a relationship between sex trafficking and pornography. “…at least a third of victims trafficked for sex are used in the production of pornography.” [p 125]
Fighting with the Gospel
Fight slavery by
· Believing the Gospel – good, holy, loving Creator
· Applying the Gospel – Live the truth that we are all made in the image of God
· Proclaiming the Gospel – Tell the hopeless that HOPE is found in Jesus Christ.
How does God use slavery to depict the Gospel message? Jesus as the slave
· Philippians 2:7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
· John 13 – Jesus washes the disciples’ feet.
· Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.
On pages 127-128, Platt gives the Gospel description of God as follows. Why is this relevant? “The Gospel depicts God as a Master who says, ‘I will meet you where you are, in the depth of your sin and suffering, and I will save you. I will restore you. I will redeem you—I will purchase you by the sacrifice of my life—so that you will one day be free from all sin and all suffering.’ ”
· Women caught in sexual trafficking need a Savior who seeks them, who comes to them, who looks at them compassionately, who says “I will make you clean.”
· Luke 5:12-14 While He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man covered with leprosy; and when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.” 13 And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately the leprosy left him. 14 And He ordered him to tell no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest and make an offering for your cleansing, just as Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

Traffickers need to see the Gospel message also.

We all need this Savior.

“…the gospel lays ‘the explosive charge…that…ultimately…leads to detonation, and the destruction of slavery’ all together.” [p 129]
Hope and Healing
What can we do to provide hope and healing?
Like Jack, there are those who are led to pursue a solution to this problem.

Chris Semmens and Life for the Innocent (LFTI)
Years ago, a businessman in Colorado named Chris traveled to see his friend’s rescue work in South Asia, where he witnessed the horror of child trafficking firsthand. Chris returned home determined to help in any way possible, with the memory of young girls and boys being sold for sex fresh in his mind.

For years, he rallied his church, friends and family to support his friend’s work to provide housing, education and adoptive families to rescued children. This became the cornerstone of Life for the Innocent, which launched as an official entity headquartered in Northern Colorado, five years after Chris’ experience in South Asia. In 2014, LFTI added staff members (including Chris as Executive Director) and a board of directors, and received its 501(c)3 in 2015.

Life for the Innocent is a faith-based organization partnering with communities to rescue, restore and renew children affected by human trafficking. Since Chris’ initial trip to South Asia, LFTI has rescued more than 6,000 children from sex, labor, and organ trafficking, providing new life and hope one child at a time.

Life for the Innocent
1501 Academy Court
Fort Collins, Colo 80524

Life for the Innocent
PO Box 542
Wheaton, IL 60187
(720) 408-5384

Proverbs 24:11 Deliver those who are being taken away to death, And those who are staggering to slaughter, Oh hold them back.
First Steps to Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Intervene and rescue individuals around the world who are being used as sex slaves.
· Open the eyes of Christians and churches to the plight of sexual slavery
· Redeem the perpetrators of sex slavery or otherwise execute justice in light of their sin.
Participate
Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Support a ministry that addresses the problem of sex slavery and consider ways you can be involved in their work.
· Make fellow church members of church leaders aware of this issue so that you can pray for the victims of sex slavery and strategize how to help them.
· Call and write to your government representatives, urging them to oppose sex trafficking as well as the pornography industry.
Proclaim
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· Psalm 24:1 The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it.
· Psalm 82:4 Rescue the weak and needy; Deliver them out of the hand of the wicked.
· Psalm 7:11 God is a righteous judge, And a God who has indignation every day.


Chapter 6 – A Profound Mystery: The Gospel and Marriage
Introduction
Definitions of Marriage
· Google - the legally or formally recognized union of two people as partners in a personal relationship (historically and in some jurisdictions specifically a union between a man and a woman)
· Merriam-Webster Online – 
· the state of being united as spouses in a consensual and contractual relationship recognized by law 
· the mutual relation of married persons : wedlock 
· the institution whereby individuals are joined in a marriage 
· Random House Dictionary (1966) – The social institution under which a man and a woman establish their decision to live as husband and wife by legal commitments, religious ceremonies, etc.

Statistics [p 135]:
· Nearly half of marriages will end in divorce.
· The number of cohabiting couples has quadrupled  over the last thirty years.
· In the last 40 years, the number of independent female households in the US has grown by 65% and independent male households have skyrocketed by 120%.

Questions [p 135]:
· Is marriage really that important in the first place?
· What’s the problem with redefining it?
· Are we really going to say it’s wrong for two men or two women to marry each other?
· Isn’t it more wrong (maybe even hateful) to deny two men or two women the right to love one another like that?

What has the Creator God said about marriage?
Male and Female He Created Them
Why do you think the United States has moved toward blurring sexuality?

Genesis 1 and 2 give an account of the creation of human being. In what ways are we unique? What does it mean to be created in God’s image? [p 137]
· Power to reason
· Desire to love, ability to speak facility to make moral decisions
· Unique opportunity to relate to God

Taken in conjunction with Genesis 1 & 2, what is the implication of 1 Peter 3:7 on our view of men and women?
· 1 Peter 3:7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.
· We are created male and female in the image of God. As co-heirs, one is not greater than the other.

Male and female, we are beautifully and equally created in the image of God; but we are not identically.
· Genesis 1:28 God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

“God creates man and woman to cherish their shared equality while complementing their carious differences.” [p 138]

“God brings man to realize that he needs someone equal to him, made with the same nature that he possesses but different from him, in order to help him do things he could never do on his own.” [p 139]

God’s institution of marriage
· Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.
· “A matrimony marked by unity in diversity, equality with variety and personal satisfaction through shared consummation.” [p 140]

Christ and the Church
“When God made man, then woman, and then brought them together in a relationship called marriage, he wasn’t simply rolling the dice, drawing straws, or flipping a coin. He was painting a picture.” [p 140]
· Ephesians 5:32 This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to Christ and the church.

What is countercultural about Ephesians 5:23-24?
· Ephesians 5:23-24 For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. 24 But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything.
· What is the picture of marriage from a gospel perspective?
· Husbands are to be the reflection of Christ’s love for the church and wives are to be the reflection of the church’s love for Christ. [p 141]

What does it mean for the husband to be the head of the wife? [p 142]
· Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, 26 so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless.

In 1 Corinthians 11:3, what is meant by the statement that the head of Christ is God? [p 143]
· 1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.
· does not mean that the Son is cruelly forced into compulsory subordination.
· Luke 22:42 saying, “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done.” 
· ”Rather, the Son gladly submits to the Father in the context of close relationship.”
· Refer to the middle paragraph on page 144.

Do you have examples of your own you can share about how the differences in your marriage, as discussed above, have worked to the good?

The goal is for marriage to be a portrayal of the gospel to an unbelieving world.
· Sandy was asked by my father, “How is it your marriage works so well?”
The Distortion of God’s Design
“The primary reason the gospel is not clear in marriage across our culture is that the gospel has not been clear in marriage across the church.” [p 145]

On page 149, Platt says “the work of Stan in Genesis 3 is a foundational attack not just upon humanity in general but specifically upon men, women, and marriage.” What does he mean by that?
· On pages 146-147, Platt calls Adam a wimp for how he acted while Satan tempted Eve. 
· He says men are physically present but often refuse to take responsibility for loving, serving, protecting, and provident for their wives in every way possible. Husband often keep busy with tinkering, email, work, or personal recreation but never asks how his wife feels; he doesn’t know what is going on in her heart.
· “He refers to men in their 20’s and 30’swho dwell in perpetual adolescence that revolves solely and selfishly around them and what they want to do.” [p 147]
· Facebook post: Impact of lawnmower parents. 
· On page 148, Platt addresses the opposite, where a husband dominates his wife.
· Husband is to be the head and love his wife like Christ loved the Church. Adam failed and men to day often fail. The woman is to be submissive. Eve failed to some degree and today the wife’s attitude is often “he’s not in charge; I am!”.

Review the last thought of this section on page 149. “You can almost imagine….”

Countercultural Marriage
Describe in actions what Ephesians 5:25 means.
· Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,

On page 152, Platt discusses the implication of Ephesians 5:33. Why do husbands often fail to love their wives and wives often fail to respect their husbands?
· Ephesians 5:33 Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she [a]respects her husband.
· World’s view vs. God’s charge.

Singles should remain pure before God and have heart for the gospel.

“God has ultimately designed marriage not to satisfy our needs but to display his glory in the gospel.” [p 154]

Once and for All
Redefinition of marriage by government or individuals does not change the definition God has established.

Th more marriage is changed, the more it will become apparent that God’s definition is the one that satisfies. {p 155]

My Note
Two views of the US:
1. We are a Christian nation.
2. We are no longer a Christian nation.

The view of early Baptists in the New World: Even if we are a Christian nation, there is no guarantee we will always be Christian.
First Steps to Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Empower you to be pure, faithful, and selfless in your own marriage or in your singleness.
· Strengthen the church’s witness to the beauty of the Gospel and to the biblical pattern of marriage.
· Change the hearts and minds of legislative and judicial bodies on the issue of so-called same-sex marriage.

Participate
Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Humbly ask the leadership of your church to address the topic of marriage through the preaching and/or teaching ministries of the church.
· Offer to talk to, pray with, or meet with individuals you know (of the same gender) who are struggling in their marriage.
· Vote for political candidates who support a biblical view or marriage and actively encourage them to continue their support.

Proclaim
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.
· Ephesians 5:22, 25 22 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord… 25Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her,
· Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.


Chapter 7 – Bought With A Price: The Gospel and Sexual Morality
Introduction
Learning of a close relative’s gay lifestyle.
“…the gospel’s light infuses all of sexuality.” [p 161]
How many of you know people who are gay or who are in a sexual relationship outside of marriage? Why do we often have a hesitation to befriend them? 
Loving Boundaries
In your opinion, how should 1 Corinthians 6:13 affect our view of sexuality?
· 1 Corinthians 6:13 Food is for the stomach and the stomach is for food, but God will do away with both of them. Yet the body is not for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.

Our culture today: “What can we eat, touch, watch, do, listen to, or engage in to satisfy the cravings of our bodies?” [p 161]

“What if our bodies have actually been created for God-glorification?” [p 162]

Gender identity = sexual identity

What is the purpose of boundaries in our lives?

What is the boundary God has defined around sex? 
1. Sex was designed by God to bring a man and a woman, who have committed their lives in a covenant relationship with each other, together as one flesh.
a. Proverbs 5:3-20 [Adultery condemned]
b. Malachi 2:14 Yet you say, ‘For what reason?’ Because the LORD has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant.
2. There are numerous verses on prohibitions (prostitution, sexual violence, sex with animals, sex with relatives, adultery, outside marriage) concerning this boundary. [p 164]
3. On page 165, why does Platt describe the difference between civil & ceremonial laws AND moral laws?
a. Moral laws are based on the character of God and effectual for all time.
b. Matthew 19:10-12 The disciples *said to Him, “If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry.” 11 But He said to them, “Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given. 12 For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother’s womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. He who is able to accept this, let him accept it.”
c. Romans 1:26-27 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.
4. This boundary is so important God relates it to our thoughts.
a. Matthew 5:28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
b. 2 Peter 2:14  having eyes full of adultery that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children;
5. God forbids immodest clothing
a. 1 Timothy 2:9-10 Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments, 10 but rather by means of good works, as is proper for women making a claim to godliness.
6. God prohibits crude speech
a. Proverbs 5:1-23 [speech]
b. Proverbs 7:1-27 [seductive speech]
c. Ephesians 5:3-5 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.
d. Ephesians 5:11-12 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; 12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.
7. Avoid sexual immorality
a. 1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.
Born This Way
“My purpose in even addressing the issue of sexual immorality is not to rail against the dominance of sexual sin in the culture around us but to expose the depth of sexual sin that lies within us…None of us are innocent of sexual immorality, and none of us are immune to it.” [p 168] How has our culture hardened our hearts to God’s sexual boundary? This is something we have accepted.

“Note the fascinating connection made by these Scriptures. When we spurn praising God in our hearts, we are prone to sexual impurity in our lives.” [p 168-169]
· Genesis 8:21 The LORD smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, “I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.
· Romans 1:21, 24 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that their bodies would be dishonored among them. 

Beware! “…everyone of us is born with a bent toward sexual sin.” [p 169]
· Psalm 51 [a contrite sinner’s prayer for pardon]
· Romans 5:12-21 [we are born sinful]

If you were born with a desire, then is it essential to your nature to carry it out? [p 169]  NO. We may have urges and desires, but that does not mean we have to act on them.

“Did God Really Say…”
Why do you think Platt says that “the most deadly spiritual force [is]…the assumption that God’s Word is subject to human judgment.”? [p 171]
· We look for excuses to justify our actions. Even religious leaders argue that what scripture says on homosexuality is not relevant. But we need to camp on what God says.
· Our current cultural controversy over sexual immorality is questioning “what it means to be a Christian and whether we should submit to God’s Word…” [p 175]

Darkened Hearts, Disordered Minds
“In our thinking, we actually begin to believe that our ways are better than God’s.” [p 175] 
· We are all to some degree guilty of this.
· This leads to justification of some of the most heinous sexual acts. (My H.S. friend Sam Lindblad, in Eaton MYF. We attended church activities. In prison for child prostitution.)

“…every single one of us is desperate for a Savior.” [p 176]

God So Loves…
Yet God so loves us that he met our desperate need. Jesus is our salvation and our example.
· 1 Corinthians 6:18, 20 18 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.  20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
· 2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
· Hebrews 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
· 1 Corinthians 15:42-55 [we will bear the heavenly image]
· 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.
A New Identity
Platt relates the conversion of Rosaria Butterfield.

We are all different in MANY ways. Yet the gospel call is identical to each of us. 
· Luke 9:23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.”
· Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.

We often say, “Let go and let God!” While true in one sense, why should we be cautious in its use?
A Costly Call
The costly call of Luke 9:23
What does this lesson on sexual morality mean to you? Platt asks us to examine ourselves. Temptation, thoughts, actions, dress, entertainment,…

Plat says God might be saying to each of us, “Flee! Stop reasoning with sexual immorality, stop rationalizing it, and run from it. Glee every form of sexual immorality as fast as you can!” [p 184]

On page 185, Platt starts a thought with “We perceive gay and lesbian neighbors as enemies…” He says we view these folks condemningly. Yet in the next paragraph he says, “But the truth is that they are all just like us and we are all just like them.”
Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all To fall on Him.

First Steps To Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Bring conviction and repentance in the lives of Christians (including you) involved in sexual immorality.
· Give Christians compassion, boldness, wisdom, and humility in addressing issues such as homosexual activity, pornography, and other forms of sexual sin.
· Open the hearts of unbelievers to see that God forgives and breaks the power of sexual sin and that true freedom is found in Jesus Christ.

Participate
Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Meet with a small group of others in your church to exhort one another to asexual purity and faithfulness.
· Support or become involved in a ministry that addresses issues of sexual immorality in our culture.
· Contact local government officials and exhort them to enact and implement legislation that will prevent the exploitation of women in our culture through avenues such as pornography and prostitution.

Proclaim
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God.
· 1 Corinthians 6:18-20 Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body. 19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
· Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the Lord, “Though your sins are as scarlet, They will be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They will be like wool.


Chapter 8 – Unity in Diversity: The Gospel and Ethnicity
Introduction
On page 192, Platt makes the statement that if he walks “into a room by myself and see two tables, one with a group of people ethnically like me and the other with a group of people ethnically unlike me, I instinctively move toward the group that is like me.” What about you? Have you ever been in a situation like that?

He says it seems to be a short walk from preferences to sinful prejudice.

Racism of the ‘60s. Martin Luther King’s letters describing the injustice.
“But the judgment of God is upon the Church as never before. If the Church of today does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the early Church, it will lose its authentic ring, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning for the twentieth century.” [King, p 192]  As he asked, are we standing on the sidelines and “merely mouthing pious irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities?”

“By the grace of God, we must work to overcome prejudicial pride in our lives, families,  and churches, a process that I’m convinced begins with changing the conversation about race altogether.” [p 194]

How does Platt attempt to change the conversation?
The culture today talks about racial difference. It focuses on what separates us. Instead we should see ourselves, and everyone, as part of the one human race. God instituted cultural differences (including race) at the tower of Babel. Genesis 10 shows where the Ethnic groups of that time came from and how they spread. Seeing ourselves and others as part of the one human race should outweigh the differences and let us celebrate diversity There is a basic unity behind the diversity. Without this common heritage to bind us together, discussions of our differences will tend to divide us. The gospel says there is neither Jew nor Greek (Gentile). We know there was and is; therefore, it was referring to God’s view that we are all sinners in need of a savior since we all have a common heritage. This view should help us move past the sins of the past.
The Human Race
Scripturally, dealing with racial tension is a counter cultural process. What does Platt say should be our starting point? “…the creation of man and woman in the image of God with equal dignity before God.” [p 194]

What does Platt mean when he says there is “a basic unity behind world diversity.” [p 195]

Problems with thinking of Adam and Eve in racial terms [p 196]:
1. Unknown because the Bible does not address it. To do this, we talk in terms the Bible does not use.
2. God doesn’t equate membership in the human race with skin tone.

“We are all part of the same [human] race. That’s why we all need the same gospel.” [p 196]
A Gospel-less Starting Point
“The process of discussing our diversity in terms of different “races” undercuts our unity in the himan race.” [p 196]

When discussions of race involve physical characteristics, we involve stereotypical ideas of people. Platt talks about Deric whose mother was white and father was black. Platt asks, where would he fit.

In Dubai, Platt experienced looking at a wide variety of people and realizing we all come from couple—Adam and Eve.

“I’m advocating for a gospel-rich confession that we are one race, for when that reality is clear, we are at a much better starting point in our culture for discussing our differences.” [p 199]
Ethnicity
Biblically, our human diversity has its roots in our human ethnicity. 
· Genesis 10 describes the decedents of Noah’s sons and from where all the ethnic groups derived.

Characteristics of the large number of people groups. Ethnicity and language lead to:[p 200]
· Self-Identity
· Common history
· Common Customs
· Common Patterns
· Common Practices

On Page 201, Plat addresses the question:  by turning the discussion to diversity of ethnicity, are we sweeping the history of racism under the rug?
· “…in removing race and racism from the discussion altogether, we’re paving the way for us as one race to call racism what it actually is: sin borne in a heart of pride and prejudice.” [p 201]
· “The gospel is uniquely able to foster powerful unity in the middle of pervasive diversity.” [p 201]

What the Gospel Makes Possible
Genesis 6:5 The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.

Ethnicity leads to trouble after Babel. God chooses one ethnic group through whom to bless all the families of the earth.
· Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.
· Psalm 96 3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 7 Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of nations, 10 Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. 13 ... He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness

God shows his love for the “sojourner (immigrant).” But Israel often failed.
· Deuteronomy 10:18 He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the foreigner residing among you, giving them food and clothing.
· Ezekiel 22:29 The people of the land practice extortion and commit robbery; they oppress the poor and needy and mistreat the foreigner, denying them justice.
· Jeremiah 7:6 if you do not oppress the foreigner, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm,
· Zechariah 7:10 Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. Do not plot evil against each other.’
· Psalm 146:9 The Lord watches over the foreigner and sustains the fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked

The gospel brought Jews and Gentiles together in the early church. Jesus came as savior and Lord over ALL.
· Ephesians 2:12-14, 18-19 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,… 18 For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s people and also members of his household,

In Korea, Sandy and I decided to go to church instead of on a tour. We were isolated from most people by being ushered to the “Foreigner” section. However, singing the same hymns in various languages showed the unity in diversity possible through the gospel. And, after the service, we were invited to have lunch with everyone on the basement. We were all one.
	
One in Christ
Do you remember what Platt says is wrong with the concept of color-blind society?
· Saying that God created diversity and there is beauty in our ethnic diversity, Platt says that it is wrong to advocate “for a color-blind society that pretends our differences don’t exist.” [p 205]
· Referring to Steve Saint (Nate’s son) and Mincaye (the native who killed Nate) standing arm in arm together, Platt says we should celebrate “the power of the gospel not to eliminate differences as if they don’t exist but to transcend differences as one in Christ.” [p 206]

Discuss the meaning of Galatians 3:28.
· Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
· Not that the differences should be ignored
· There are differences
· These should be celebrated and not seen as a point of division.
· The gospel will lead us to transcend these differences.
· “…according to Galatians 3, in Christ we are able to experience the full beauty of God’s design for mankind’s diversity.” [p 207]

The Sojourner in Our Midst
Focus of this section: How do we view migrant men and women living next to us?

“Amid necessary political discussions and inevitable personal disagreements, first and foremost the gospel reminds us that when we are talking about immigrants (legal or illegal), we are talking about men and women made in God’s image and pursued by his grace.” [p 209]
· “Problems to be solved” or “people to be loved.”
· Acts 17:26-27 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.
· Acts 10:25-37 (Peter and Cornelius) 34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.

Has this section changed your view of our immigration policies and how the gospel leads us in this area?
Off the Sidelines
Do we get off the sidelines and do something, even if we might be wrong, or do we ignore the plight of immigrants?
A Better Country
“Christians are migrants on this earth, and the more we get involved in the lives of immigrants, the better we will understand the gospel.” [p 213]
· In the hymn “I’ve Got a Mansion,” the verses speak about us being sojourners here. One of the verses says “…I'm just a pilgrim in search of the city I want a mansion, a harp and a crown.”
· 1 Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.
· Hebrews 11:13-14, 16    All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own…. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.
· Hebrews 13:14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.
· Revelation 7:9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.

First Steps to Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Open the eyes of all believers (including your own) to selfish pride and sinful prejudices and to grant repentance.
· Protect and provide for immigrants and their families and to put believers in their paths to minister to them.
· Give the leadership of the United States (and other governments) wisdom in addressing the issue of immigration.

Participate
Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Talk with the leadership of your church about partnering in ministry with a church whose members are of a different ethnicity from yours.
· Open your home to an international student or someone from a different people group, as the vast majority of these individuals neve have an opportunity to go inside the home of an American family.
· Begin a ministry to immigrants in need in your local area. Provide food, shelter, and help with the language. Most important,, proclaim the gospel to them.

Proclaim
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· Acts 17:26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.
· Deuteronomy 10:19 And you are to love those who are foreigners, for you yourselves were foreigners in Egypt.
· Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.




Chapter 9 – Unprecedented Crisis: The Gospel and Refugees
Introduction
Samir’s story:
The struggles of living in a war zone.
· Sacrifices of refugees
· Smugglers
· Crossing the Aegean Sea on unsafe boats
· Exorbitant fees, extortion by smugglers
· Competing with large number of refugees

Millions of Samirs
60 million refugees worldwide.
11 million in Syria

[image: ]

“My aim in this chapter is not to propose a particular political position for my country, but instead to help us see as the church that the way so many of us think and talk about refugees today often springs from a foundation of fear, not of faith.” [p 227]

“Preservation of our country” vs “accomplishment of the great commission”
Sovereignty over Suffering
According to Platt, why is it important to remember that God is sovereign and in control?
To see the refugee crisis in light of the gospel, we need to start with the sovereignty of God.
· Job 1 – the Accuser is limited by God.
· James 4:15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”
· Job 1:21 He said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, And naked I shall return there. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the name of the Lord.”
· Job 2:10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.
· God is in control in ALL circumstances, even the current refugee crisis.

“Obviously, there is mystery in Scripture (and debate among Bible-believing  Christians) over how God’s sovereignty intertwines with man’s responsibility, particularly in evil and suffering.” [p 229]

Unprecedented Opportunity
Refugees need to HEAR the gospel.

“…many of us need to step out and consider giving our time to take the gospel to them [refugees].” [p 231]
· Jesus was a refugee when he and his parents left for Egypt to escape death.
· For all who turn from their sin and put their trust in him, he well save and satisfy them forever.” [p 232]

Selfless Love
Refugees need to see the fruit of the gospel in selfless love that marks our lives.
· Luke 10 – the good Samaritan
· How can we show this to refugees?
Do we care for ourselves more than we for others?
· Luke 10:27 And he answered, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”
“Let’s look for opportunities to welcome them…with open arms.” [p 233]

First Steps to Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Protect and provide for refugees in imminent physical danger.
· Give churches a burden to minister to the physical and spiritual needs of refugees, both in their own communities and among the nations.
· Direct the paths and prepare the hearts of refugees such that many might hear and embrace the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Participate
Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Meet with church leaders and other members to strategize about ministering to refugees in your community and among the nations.
· Stay informed about the world’s refugee crisis and make it a priority as you pray for unreached peoples in the world.
· Give financial support to ministries and organizations that are already ministering to refugees.

Proclaim
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· Luke 10:27 And he answered, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
· Acts 17:26-27 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;
· Proverbs 31:8-9 Open your mouth for the mute, For the rights of all the unfortunate. 9 Open your mouth, judge righteously, And defend the rights of the afflicted and needy.


Chapter 10 – Christ in the Public Square: The Gospel and Religious Liberty
Introduction
· David Platt talks about visiting the Korean DMZ and the lack of religious freedom in the north. 
· “…followers of Christ ae the most widely persecuted religious group in the world….[They] face persecution of some kind in more than sixty different countries today.”
Questions: [p 239]
1. How does the gospel compel us to live in a world where many of our brothers and sisters are suffering for their faith in Christ?
2. Does this same gospel compel us to act on behalf of people who suffer for other faiths, whether they are Jews, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhist, animists, or atheists?

The First Freedom
In your own words, what does Platt say is a fundamental human freedom?

· “It is an essential part of the human experience to ask and answer questions like Where did I come from?, Why am I here?, and How should I live my life? and then to act in accordance with the conclusions.” [p 239]
· Adam and Eve were not forced into obedience. But God did not remove human responsibility.

What impact does that freedom have on how we look at our neighbors? How might that affect what we say about non-believers? How do we balance this with the Great Commission?

Jesus teaches, tells stories, and invites people to accept or reject him. He rebukes disciples that want to call down condemnation from heaven on Samaritans who reject Him.
· Luke 9:51-56 When the days were approaching for His [a]ascension, He [b]was determined to go to Jerusalem; 52 and He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of the Samaritans to [c]make arrangements for Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because [d]He was traveling toward Jerusalem. 54 When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But He turned and rebuked them, [[e]and said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; 56 for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”] And they went on to another village.
· Luke 10:5-11 Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ 6 If a [a]man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him; but if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in [b]that house, eating and drinking [c]what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house. 8 Whatever city you enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you; 9 and heal those in it who are sick, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But whatever city you enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your city which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest against you; yet [d]be sure of this, that the kingdom of God has come near.’ 

Augustine’s statement from the 4th century on page 240, when “force is applied, the will is not aroused. One can enter the Church unwillingly, one can approach the altar unwillingly, one can receive the sacrament unwillingly, no one can believe except willingly.”

[Macy comment] In Religion's Peace, Leonard Busher (1573-1651) had impact on early Baptists. Wrote on religious freedom. Called forced worship “spiritual rape.” Is this a valid wording? Why or why not?

[Macy comment] Thomas Helwys (founded first Baptist Church in 1608 in Spittlefield outside of London) sends a note to the King containing this statement: “Let them be heretics, Turks, Jews or whatsoever, it appertains not to the earthly power to punish them in the least measure.”

[Macy comment] Roger Williams called a "spiritual rape" that coerces the conscience and produces "rivers of civil blood" that stain the record of human history.

The Declaration of Independence – We hold these truths…life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.

The Bill of Rights and the 1st amendment: “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion  or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”
[Macy comment] Meeting of John Leland (early Baptist leader in Virginia) and James Madison about the Virginia vote to accept the Constitution.

In what way does Platt say the term “freedom of worship” limits the real meaning of this freedom? [p 242]
An Alarm
Platt uses the Elane Photography court case in Albuquerque, NM, as a warning alarm to government limiting our exercise of freedom of worship in the public square. 

Can you think of anything other than gay marriage where our “freedom of worship” is threatened?
· Transgender matters
· State licenses for businesses often clash with religious beliefs.
· Governmental mandates to provide services that contradict personal convictions.
· Corporate policies that violate conscience.
· Limitations on what we are allowed to say, wear, organize, and do in our communities.

“Doubtless similar cases will be considered in the years to com, and the narrow vote in the Hobby Lobby case (4-5), combined with current trajectories in Supreme Court nominees, make it very likely that religious liberties for Christians are increasingly endangered in America.” [p 245]
· How has President Trump changed this concern?

How can we counter a rapidly shifting religious culture with clear gospel conviction? [mentioned on page 146]
Dignity in Disagreement
Along with religious leaders of other faiths, Platt signed a document that ends with: We will fully and ungrudgingly render to Caesar what is Caesar’s. But under no circumstances will we render to Caesar what is God’s. [p 246]
· Mark 12: 13-17 Then they *sent some of the Pharisees and Herodians to Him in order to trap Him in a statement. 14 They *came and *said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are truthful and [a]defer to no one; for You are not partial to any, but teach the way of God in truth. Is it [b]lawful to pay a poll-tax to Caesar, or not? 15 Shall we pay or shall we not pay?” But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why are you testing Me? Bring Me a [c]denarius to look at.” 16 They brought one. And He *said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” And they said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 17 And Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they [d]were amazed at Him.

Intolerance [p 248]
· “We find ourselves in the awkward position of being intolerant of intolerant people, which means we cannot tolerate ourselves.”
· "I have to disagree with you in order to tolerate you.” [p 249]
· “Tolerance does not require that we accept every idea as equally valid.” [p 249]
· A culture with a mix of religious beliefs “must be marked by the ability to articulate vigorous disagreement about beliefs while continuing to assign value and dignity to the people with whom we disagree.” [p 250]
· According to Platt, marriage is a prime example of these 2 conflicting positions.

In talking with friends, hdow can we bring up topics with which we disagree and not be confrontational?
A Global Perspective
Worldwide persecussion
· Hebrews 11:35-38 Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not accepting their [a]release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36 and others [b]experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, [c]they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated 38 (men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes [d]in the ground.
Proclaiming Christ
This should not surprise us.
· Matthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
· Matthew 10:16-18,22  “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so [a]be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves. 17 But beware of men, for they will hand you over to the courts and scourge you in their synagogues; 18 and you will even be brought before governors and kings for My sake, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles…. 22 You will be hated by all because of My name, but it is the one who has endured to the end who will be saved.

“It is only when a Christian is public about his or her faith, applying faith in the public square and even proclaiming Christ, that persecution will inevitably occur.”  [p 257]

When one part of the body suffers we all do.
· 1 Corinthians 12

What do you think about Platt’s statement: “Privatized Christianity is no Christianity at all.” [p 258]
First Steps to Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Prepare Christians in our own culture to respond boldly and humbly to increased governmental and cultural opposition.
· Work in the lives of rulers in our country tan d around the world so that there is more freedom given to live and speak according to the truth of the gospel.
· Strengthen persecuted believers around the world to persevere in faith and to continue to bear witness to Christ regardless of the consequences.
Participate
Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Use your religious freedom to openly share the gospel with one person this week. Then set a goal to do the same in the weeks that follow.
· Support and/or get involved with a ministry that speaks on behalf of believers who live in persecuted contexts.
· Consider how you or someone you know might get involved on the issue of religious liberty, either legally or politically.
Proclaim
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· Matthew 5:11-12 “Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
· Proverbs 21:1 The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD;
He turns it wherever He wishes.
· 1 Peter 2:23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously;


CONCLUSION: Let’s Risk It All
Introduction
“My hope is that if you didn’t feel a burden for these things before you started reading this book, then you do now.” [p 261] How successful was he?

How might we “waste the opportunities God has given [us] to follow Christ faithfully in the culture where God has placed me.”?

Platt asks us three questions based on Luke 9:57-62.
· “Are we going to follow Jesus?” OR “Are we going to bow our heads, say a prayer, read the Bible, go to church, and dive a tithe while we get on with the rest or our lives?” [p 263]
· Luke 9:57-62 As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the [a]air have [b]nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 59 And He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.” 60 But He said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.” 61 Another also said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home.” 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

Are We Going to Choose Comfort or the Cross?
How does Platt apply to us Christ’s response to the first person?
· Luke 9:23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me.
· “Gone are the days when it was socially beneficial to be in church at the beginning of the week. Gone are the days when it was publicly acceptable to follow Christ every other day of the week.” [p 264]
· We may risk reputation, sacrifice social status, disagree with family and friends, jeopardize economic security, give away possessions, leave behind the accolades of the world. 
· Should what we care about deeply, affect the way we live?
· John 15:20 Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
· “…the more we ground our lives…in God’s Word, the more we will find ourselves countering the culture in which we live and the a harder it will become for us as a result.” [p 265]
· How might our personal preferences come into conflict with God’s call on our lives?
· In conflict with Biblical truth.
· Are we sitting as spectators?
· “What might happen if we put aside our personal preferences, ;let go of our extrabiblical (and in some cases unbiblical) traditions, laid down our cultural comforts, and organized ourselves solely and sacrificially around God’s Word and gospel mission.”? [p 266]

Are We Going to Settle for Maintenance or Sacrifice for Missions?
Another way to say this is “Are we going to chose comfort, or are we going to choose the cross?” [p 266]
How does Platt apply to us Christ’s response to the second person?
· Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.
· How urgent do we see the Great Commission?
· We see the physical needs around us and our heart breaks. Yet the need for the gospel is an even greater need.
· Luke 9:20 And He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” And Peter answered and said, “The Christ of God.”
· Luke 24:47  and that repentance [a]for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed [b]in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.
· What was the primary need of the paralyzed man in Mark 2:5?
· To deal with his sin.
· The organizer of a mission trip to Mexico once told us, “The people must know why we are there. It’s not to build a house or clean a park; it’s to tell them about good news in Christ, the gospel message.”
· How do we balance earthly needs against eternal needs?
· The Robert Woodberry study [p 269-270]: where conversionary protestant missionaries impacted cultures in the past, those cultures are, on the average, more economically developed today.
· What does Platt say is the reason we still have 6000 unreached people groups in the world?
· We have settled for maintenance in the church. [p 271]
· What do you think about Platts statement at the end of this section? “If we stay [in this culture], then we must recognize that sacrificing pleasures, selling possessions, and shaping our lives around getting the gospel to unreached peoples in the world will inevitably and unavoidably go against the grain of a culture that constantly beckons us to seek more pleasures, attain more possessions, and spend our lives around what will bring us the most comfort in this world.”[p 273]

Will Our Lives Be Marked By Indecisive Minds or Undivided Hearts?
How does Platt apply to us Christ’s response to the third person?
· No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.
· Family and friends may be the greatest temptation to not go. 
· Mathew 10:35-37 “For I came to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a man’s enemies will be the members of his household. 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.”
· “When it comes to the call of God, I am prone to hesitate.” [p 274] What about us?
· 

Summary
“What must be consistent for all of us, however, is that we pray, give, and go as he leads, and as we do, that we proclaim the gospel with conviction, compassion, and courage.” [p 277

The importance of prayer. 
· 1 Samuel 17:47 and that all this assembly may know that the Lord does not deliver by sword or by spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and He will give you into our hands.
· Matthew 6:9-10 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.”
· Psalm 7, 10 , 17, 18
· Luke 11:1-13  It happened that while Jesus was praying in a certain place, after He had finished, one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray just as John also taught his disciples.” 2 And He said to them, “When you pray, say:

‘Father, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, For we ourselves also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.’”

5 Then He said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and goes to him at midnight and says to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 6 for a friend of mine has come to me from a journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 7 and from inside he answers and says, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and give him as much as he needs.
· 9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened. 11 Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? 12 Or if he is asked for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? 13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”
· CounterCultureBook.com described on page 276
· Prayer points
· Counter Culture Scripture and Prayer Guide
· Possible ministries to support
· To stimulate thoughts of how to get involved, ideas for possible action to take locally.
· In our affluence, we should give to meet these needs.
· 1 Corinthians 16:1-4 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also. 2 On the first day of every week each one of you is to [a]put aside and save, as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come. 3 When I arrive, whomever you may approve, I will send them with letters to carry your gift to Jerusalem; 4 and if it is fitting for me to go also, they will go with me.

As we confront our culture, we must prioritize the gospel proclamation.
· “He wants his people to provide for the poor, to value the unborn, to care for orphans and widows, to rescue people from slavery, to defend marriage, to war against sexual immorality in all its forms in every area of our lives, to love our neighbors as our selves regardless of their ethnicity, to provide for refugees, to practice faith regardless of the risk, and to proclaim the gospel to all nations. Of these things we are sure.” [p 278]
· “God has put you in an anti-Christian age for a reason.” [p 279]
First Steps to Counter Culture
Pray
Ask God to:
· Send out workers to other cultures and to open the door for many more unreached people groups to be reached with the gospel (whether through fully funded missionaries, business visas, etc.).
· Give many churches and Christians a burden to become involved in praying, giving, and going for the purpose of taking the gospel to the unreached.
· Provide missionaries with boldness and wisdom in making the gospel known among unreached peoples.
Participate
Prayerfully consider taking these steps:
· Give sacrificially through our local church so that missionaries and gospel efforts to the unreached might be supported.
· Plan to go on a short-term mission trip and ask God to clarify what your role should be in obeying the great commission.
· Support a missions agency, a translation team, or some other effort to get the gospel to unreached peiples.
Proclaim
Consider the following truths from Scripture:
· Matthew 6:9-10 “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done, On earth as it is in heaven.”
· Matthew 9:37-38 Then He *said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Luke 9:57-62 As they were going along the road, someone said to Him, “I will follow You wherever You go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “The foxes have holes and the birds of the [a]air have [b]nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” 59 And He said to another, “Follow Me.” But he said, “Lord, permit me first to go and bury my father.” 60 But He said to him, “Allow the dead to bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim everywhere the kingdom of God.” 61 Another also said, “I will follow You, Lord; but first permit me to say good-bye to those at home.” 62 But Jesus said to him, “No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
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