John
Introduction
· He wrote 5 books of the NT (John, 1,2 and 3 John and Revelation).
· Aside from Luke and Paul he wrote more of the NT than anyone else.
· Even though he was in the inner circle he was probably the least dominant (Peter and hisolder brother James were both very outspoken).
· His zeal, temperament, and personality matched that of his brother (eager to call down fire on Samaritans; involved in debates on who was the “greatest”).
· That makes it all the more remarkable that he becomes the apostle of “love.”

Overview
· The theme of love flows throughout his writings.
· Love was a quality that he apparently learned.
· How God changed John!
· How do we picture John based on what we learned about him and James in the last chapter?
· Isn’t it interesting how he is portrayed in art (Da Vinci’s “Last Supper”) – very different than he probably actually was. (Show close-up from that painting.)
· What makes the difference? This is a before and after. He learned love. We see his change in his Gospel and epistles. 
· Always listed with either James, Peter, or Jesus.
· Only once does he appear alone (Mark 9:38).
Mark 9:38 - John said to Him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to prevent him because he was not following us.”
· Probably the most black and white writer of the NT.
· He deals with absolutes, certainties, cut and dried – no real gray areas with John.
· Light against darkness, life against death, kingdom of God against kingdom of the devil, children of God against children of Satan, etc.
· 1 John 3:6; 3:9; 6 No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him….  9 No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
· I John 4:4-5; 4:7-8 4 You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak as from the world, and the world listens to them….7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.
· 2 John 9-11 9 Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting; 11 for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds.
· Very different from Paul in his writings.
· Truth was John’s passion.
· Sometimes truth can have a lack of love – What do I mean by that?
· Discussion Guide: John MacArthur states that John “learned love” from Jesus and that love is a learned behavior. Who have you learned love from? Who is a good example of love in our society?



The Balance of Love and Truth (pp 100-108)
· Both Andrew and John are disciples of John the Baptist when we first meet them (John 1:35-37).
John 1:35-37 35 Again the next day John was standing [a]with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and *said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.
· They immediately followed Jesus when John the Baptist pointed him out.
· Uses the Greek word for truth 25 times in his gospel, 20 times in epistles (45 times he uses the word truth). 
	NASB
	in NT
	by John
	John’s Gospel
	Other gospels

	Love
	234
	72
	39 
	less

	Truth
	99
	34
	22
	7


· 3 John 4 I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.
· 1 John 2:4 The one who says, “I have come to know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him;
· 1 John 1:6-8 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
· What is the relationship between “walk in darkness” and have “truth in us”?
· Mark 9:38-40 John said to Him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to prevent him because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not hinder him, for there is no one who will perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me. 40 For he who is not against us is for us.
· John was not a passive individual (aggressive, competitive).
· He condemned a man who was ministering in Jesus’ name because he wasn’t part of the group.
· What is the significance of 9:33-37 (are we seeing John starting to change?) Here he confronts the debate over who is greatest. Then he says whoever receives a little child receives Him.
· Was John’s story a penitent confession?
· John seemed to love the truth, but not necessarily people (in the beginning).
· Is there an importance to balancing love and truth?
· Discussion Guide:  John is also the apostle of truth. Does it seem strange that truth and love can be embodied in the same apostle? Why?
· Notice how John balances truth and love.
· What does 2 John 1-5 (Love) tell us about truth? About love?  
1 The elder to the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in truth; and not only I, but also all who know the truth, 2 for the sake of the truth which abides in us and will be with us forever: 3 Grace, mercy and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 
4 I was very glad to find some of your children walking in truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the Father. 5 Now I ask you, lady, not as though I were writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.
· 2 John 7-11 (Truth) 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8 Watch yourselves, that you do not lose what we have accomplished, but that you may receive a full reward. 9 Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a greeting; 11 for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds.
· Is that the same John we see earlier?
· Discussion Guide:  John was imbalanced. He could not balance truth and his love for God. Do you ever find yourself in this situation? Know the truth and uphold it in love.


Ambition/Humility (pp 108-111)
· In the days with Jesus we see John as someone who is wanting to be one of the “greatest.”
· Considering the disciples’ desire to be greatest, Jesus has to repeat himself. Do you see a value in repetition? (Idea of first being last and last first.)
· In Mark 9:35, following discussion of who is greatest.
· Mark 10:31, following James and John requesting thrones on right and left.
· Mark 10:43-44 – Brining all the disciples together after their anger over J&J request.
· Isn’t it interesting that in his gospel he only speaks of himself in reference to Jesus (“the disciple whom Jesus loved”)?
· Song of Solomon shows a growth in love.
· 2:16 - My beloved is mine, and I am his;
· 6:3 - I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine
· 7:10 - I am my beloved’s, And his desire is for me.
· He never paints himself in the foreground as a hero.
· John’s gospel is the gospel that records the washing of the feet story in detail.
· He starts using phrases like “little children” and “beloved.”
· 1 John 3:2 – tenderness, compassion, humility - 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.

Suffering/Glory (pp 111-117)
· The natural view—like glory, avoid suffering.
· What does the statement in the book “suffering is the price for glory” [p 112, 4th para] mean?
· “Participation in Christ’s glory is therefore a fitting desire for every child of God.” [pg 112] 
· How does this strike you?
· Right after this, MacArthur quotes Paul speaking of knowing “the fellowship of His suffering.”
· Matthew 16:24-25 - Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. 25 For whoever wishes to save his [a]life will lose it; but whoever loses his [b]life for My sake will find it.
· Need to keep the attitude described on the bottom of Page 112.
· REMEMBER: Matthew 10:32-33 32 “Therefore everyone who confesses Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father who is in heaven.
· John was the only apostle who was an eyewitness to the crucifixion (John 19:26).
· Disciples fled but all learned to suffer for Christ’s sake.
· Did he here understand the how awful the cup was that he so easily agreed to drink?
· John lived a long life, the suffering of watching/hearing of the other apostle’s deaths.
· He was in many ways left all alone. Even though he didn’t die a martyr he may have had the greatest suffering of all (watching all of his friends die).
· Pg 115 – Jesus gave him care of His mother.
· Discussion Guide: “Suffering is the price for glory.” “Suffering is the prelude to glory.” “Our suffering is the assurance of glory.” All these are statements from the book. John suffered as an older man, not martyred like the other disciples. This was a different kind of suffering. Have you considered what type of suffering the Lord is asking you to go through?

History Records (pp 116-117)
· John preached at the church Paul founded in Ephesus.
· He was banished to a prison community on Patmos.
· He lived in a cave. This is where he wrote Revelation (bed was a stone slab and a rock was his pillow).
· No complaint of his suffering anywhere in his books.
· Revelation 1:9 – (Notice how he phrases this verse.) I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.
· John 19:25-27 – (Church history records John never left Jerusalem or Mary’s side until she died.) 25 Therefore the soldiers did these things. But standing by the cross of Jesus were His mother, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He *said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” 27 Then He *said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own household.
· John’s theology – “the theology of love.” Pg 116
· Jesus loved this man who he nicknamed a “son of thunder” (a man who wanted to burn up the Samaritans with fire from heaven, obsessed with status and position, and who forsook Jesus and fled).
· Bottom of pg 115. Love can change people. Jesus loved John and changed him.
· Much like Peter, John couldn’t quite leave Jesus’ side. John was there with Peter at the high priest’s home and John was actually at the crucifixion.
· Truth (45 times); Love (80 times) in his writings.
· He was able to balance being a “son of thunder” with truth and love.
· Much like Peter, Jesus shaped him into who He wanted him to be.
· John uses the word “witness” some 70 times according to MacArthur, another of the apostle’s favorite words.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Pg 116. Can we find a friend with whom we can be a witness to Love and Truth?
· John died in 98 AD during the reign of Trajan.
· It is said that he was so frail he had to be carried into the church.
· Constantly said, “My little children, love one another.”
· Even though he did not die as a martyr, history records that he was thrown into a pot of boiling oil and miraculously survived.
· The 4 fishermen really did become fishers of men. They are still catching today


Reflection Question
John 1:14 “Jesus was full of grace and truth.” As His disciples we also must be full of grace and truth “in balance.” How will you do that today?
.
