Philip – The Bean Counter
Introduction (pgs 119-121)
· 5th name on every list.
· Apparently signifies that Philip was the leader of the 2nd group of 4.
· Greek name meaning “lover of horses.”
· Must have had a Jewish name (because he was Jewish) but none is ever given.
· Greek civilization had spread (after the conquest of Alexander the Great – 4th century BC) so many people in the Middle East had adopted Greek language, Greek culture, and Greek customs.
· Know as a “Hellenist” (Hellenistic Jews).
· This is not the Philip in Acts 8 (Ethiopian eunuch).
· Was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter (John 1:44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter.).
· Philip possibly acquainted with the 4 prior to their relationship as apostles.
· Good evidence that he was also a fisherman (as well as Nathanael and Thomas).
· 7 men were professional fishermen (close friends/co-workers before Christ entered their lives - close knit group)
· Interesting because Jesus could have scoured the earth, instead it is like he said, “They will do.” – He would give the help they needed.
· On top of pg 121, MacArther says, “All he really required of them was availability.”  For people to make themselves available to God, what does that look like? 
· Matthew, Mark, and Luke give us no details about Philip.
· Pretty much everything we know comes from John.
· Often paired with Nathanael (Bartholomew).
· So far we have seen that Jesus chose of passion, looking forward to the Messiah, men of vision. Phillip was DIFFERENT. According to MacArthur on pg 121, Phillip was a classic process person. He was facts and figures guy—a by-the-book, practical minded, non-forward-thinking type of indivdual,
· Discussion Guide: Philip was friends with the other disciples. Making spiritual friends was an important part of the disciples’ development. They would later need each other to lean on and have each other as a resource. Have you developed spiritual friends? How have they helped you? How have you been a resource for them?
· Dave and Ruth Barton and son’s experience with the Christian Commune.

His Call (pp 121-124)
· John 1:43-46 (with Nathanael) The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He *found Philip. And Jesus *said to him, “Follow Me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip *found Nathanael and *said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip *said to him, “Come and see.”
· Apparently, Philip was also in the wilderness with John the Baptist.
· Appears to be the first time Jesus reached out and sought one of the 12. (Remember the other 4 went after Him.)
· I’m not saying he didn’t “call” the others (John 15:16 “You did not choose Me but I chose you”), but Philip is the first one he said “Follow me” to. He had to say it to Peter at the end of His earthly ministry (John 21:19,22). 
· TULIP 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Total depravity, Unconditional election, Limited atonement, Irresistible grace, Perseverance of the saints
· John MacArthur leans toward Calvinism.
· Total Depravity – pg 122 bottom – 
· “…a seeking heart is always evidence that God is sovereignly drawing the person…”
· John 6:44  “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him…” 
· Unconditional Election – Pg 123 top – 
· John 6:45 “We have found Him…”  Phillip thinks he found the Messiah. But Jesus called Him. Example of free will and God’s choosing.
· In truth, Jesus called all who came to Him:  John 15:16 “You did not choose Me but I chose you”
· Irresistible Grace – pg 124 end of section – Phillip was already being drawn to Christ. John 6:37 “All that the Father gives Me will come to Me…” 
· Phillip demonstrates a seeking heart and a heart of evangelism. (p 123 middle)
· Do you think seeking and evangelism go together? In what way?
· Friendships and evangelism.
· Phillip’s amazement seen in his response to Nathaniel. “Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph” (the carpenter’s son) and Nathaniel’s response: “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?”

The Feeding of the 5,000 (pp 124-130)
· Phillip at his call
· Student of the Old Testament
· Interpreted it literally
· Believed in the Messiah
· Embraced Jesus immediately
· Followed without hesitation
· John 6:5-9 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, *said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?” 6 This He was saying to test him, for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone to receive a little.” 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, *said to Him, 9 “There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?”
· His heart was right; he was a man of faith, but often weak faith.
· What do we learn about Andrew from this story?
· Demonstrates some level of faith by bringing the boy to Jesus.
· The TEST: In John 6:5, why did Jesus single out Philip?
· John 6:6 tells us that it was a test.
· Judas was in charge of the money. Apparently, Phillip was the administrator, coordinating the acquisition and distribution of meals and supplies.
· Test question: “How do you propose to feed all these people?”
· What does MacArthur glean from Phillip’s answer?
· He had already counted the crowd and in his mind asked that question.
· Phillip’s answer was essentially “It can’t be done.”
· How do we balance cost and walking by faith?
· First we must live by faith. 
· The question was not “where will we get bread?”. It was “where will we buy bread?”.
· 2 Cor 5:6-8 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by [c]sight— 8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.
· Luke 14:28-33 For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33 So then, none of you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.
· Count the cost but don’t discount what God can do. It wasn’t wrong for Phillip to see if he had the means to feed the multitude. But, when he saw he did not, he could have told Jesus, we don’t have the funds, but I’m sure you can feed them. Where should we have them line up?
· Andrew’s faith vs. Philip’s faith (John 6:5-9)
· Middle of 127. “He was so obsessed with this temporal predicament that he was oblivious to the transcendental possibilities that lay in Jesus’ power.”
· Bottom of 127. Math 17:20 (Mustard seed). Phillip’s faith was weak. Andrew’s was honored.
· “He needed to set aside his materialistic, pragmatic, common-sense concerns and learn to lay hold of the supernatural potential of faith.”
· Discussion Guide: Philip knew that he could not feed the 5000 men on the hill. Jesus knew Philip could not do it either but he asked him anyway. Philip said that it could not be done, so Jesus asked someone else, Andrew. Has there been a time in your life that the Lord has asked you to do something and you knew it could not be done? What happened next?
· Worship leader, Building cornerstone
· “What are we going to do?” Is it me asking or God asking?

The Greeks (pp 128-130)
· John 12:20-26 Now there were some Greeks among those who were going up to worship at the feast; 21 these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask him, saying, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip *came and *told Andrew; Andrew and Philip *came and *told Jesus. 23 And Jesus *answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25 He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. 26 If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.
· What did MacArthur say were possible reasons that the Greeks sought out Phillip?
· Because of his Greek name or saw him as administrator
· The Problem: Should he take them to Jesus?
· Why would Philip not take them?
· Perhaps unsure. Math 10:5-6 and Math 15:24 top of page 129 Jesus says he came for the “lost sheep of Israel.”
· But Romans 2:10 (top of 129) and John 1:11-12  (middle of 129)
· What was Phillip’s solution?
· Goes to Andrew
· Jesus’ discourse: (12:23-26)
· Discussion Guide: In the middle of pg 139: “But people like Philip don’t appreciate general rules of thumb; they want everything to be rigid and inviolable”. What kind of areas might we have, like Philip, where we just can’t bend the rules?

The Upper Room (pp 130-132)
· John 14:1-11 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?” 6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
7 If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”
8 Philip *said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus *said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves.
· This was Jesus’ last night on earth. The training period was over.
· What does Jesus say in vss 1-4? Going to heaven to prepare place for them.
· In vs 5, Thomas may have asked the question on all their minds. How to know the way.
· In vss 6 & 7, What does Jesus say about the Father and Himself? They are one.
· What do vss 7 & 8 this say about Philip?
· Skepticism, weak faith, unsure, imperfect understanding (although none of them had a perfect understanding at this point). Was he paying attention? Did his worldly perspective impeded his hearing?
· Vs 10 “Do you not believe…” MacArthur says, “Philip had already embraced Jesus as Messiah. Christ was urging him to take his faith to its logical conclusion.”
End (p 133)
· At the top of pg 133, MacArthur says of Philip, “His earthbound thinking, his materialism, his skepticism, his obsession with mundane details, his preoccupation with business details, and his small-mindedness had shut him off from a full appreciation of whose presence he had enjoyed.”
· What do you think MacArthur is saying about materialism, skepticism, and concern over details? They got in the way. Bottom of pg 133 – Phillip overcame the human tendencies.
· Just like the others (Peter, James, and John) we get a glimpse that Jesus had some work to do with Philip.
· We know that Jesus tested him specifically at the feeding of the 5,000.
· We can be sure that this probably wasn’t the only time Jesus tested him.
· Philip is a perfect example of God’s strength made perfect in weakness.
· Philip was used in spread of early church.
· Among the first of the apostles to suffer martyrdom
· Stoned to death 8 years after martyrdom of James.
· Multitudes came to Christ under his preaching
· Bottom of page 133, 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 “God has chosen the foolish things…”
· Discussion Guide: Philip was a man of weak faith, black and white thinking, and limited ability. The Lord used him anyway. Do you know anyone like Philip (you?) that the Lord would want to use?
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