


Matthew & Thomas

“He exalts the humble and lays low those who are proud.” [p 149] (pp 149-151)

1. Galilee
· Rural, small towns
· Fishermen and farmers
· Not known for their education
· Commonest of the common
2. Psalm 8:2 From the mouth of infants and nursing babes You have established strength
3. Isaiah 26:5-6 “For He has brought low those who dwell on high, the unassailable city; He lays it low, He lays it low to the ground, He casts it to the dust. 6 The foot will trample it, The feet of the afflicted, the steps of the helpless.”
4. Zephaniah 3:12 “But I will leave among you A humble and lowly people, And they will take refuge in the name of the LORD….”
5. Ezekiel 21:26 thus says the Lord GOD, ‘Remove the turban and take off the crown; this will no longer be the same. Exalt that which is low and abase that which is high.
6. Sought to kill Jesus
· Luke 4:28-29 And all the people in the synagogue were filled with rage as they heard these things; 29 and they got up and drove Him out of the city, and led Him to the brow of the hill on which their city had been built, in order to throw Him down the cliff.
7. Miracles not denied
· Matthew 12:24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “This man casts out demons only by Beelzebul the ruler of the demons.”
8. They would not acknowledge themselves as poor, prisoners, blind, and oppressed
· Luke 4:18 “THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE ANOINTED ME TO  PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR. HE HAS SENT ME TO PROCLAIM RELEASE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET FREE THOSE WHO ARE OPPRESSED,…”
9. That was Jesus’ message so they hated Him.

 
Matthew—The Publican (pp 151-157))
· Is called Levi the son of Alphaeus
· Mark 2:14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax booth, and He *said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him.
· Luke 5:27-29 After that He went out and noticed a tax collector named Levi sitting in the tax booth, and He said to him, “Follow Me.” 28 And he left everything behind, and got up and began to follow Him. 29 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them.
· Matthew is the author of the gospel bearing his name. Because of that one might expect that there is a lot of detail about the man and his character. That actually isn’t the case.
· We know very little about Matthew.
· He appears to be a humble man who kept himself almost completely in the background.
· He only mentions his name twice in his gospel (when he is called and when he is listed as an apostle).
· Matthew 9:9-10 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax collector’s booth; and He *said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him. 10 Then it happened that as Jesus was reclining at the table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples.
· Tax Collector is the last credential you would expect for an apostle.
· Tax collectors were the most despised people in Israel. Hated and vilified by Jewish society.
· Deemed lower than the Herodians (those who were loyal to the dynasty of Herods) and more worthy of scorn than the occupying Roman soldiers.
· These men bought tax franchise from the Roman emperor and then extorted money from the people of Israel to feed the Roman coffers and to pad their own pockets.
· Often strong armed money from people with the use of thugs.
· Luke 5:29-32 And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd of tax collectors and other people who were reclining at the table with them. 30 The Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with the tax collectors and sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
· Luke reveals that this is actually a huge banquet that Matthew held in his house in Jesus’ honor (brought his fellow tax collectors).
· Why does Matthew invite tax collectors and other “lowlifes” instead of the social elite?
· What was the response of the Pharisees and Sadducees?
· Matthew 21:32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.
· Tax collectors were seen on the same social level as a harlot.
· For a Jewish man to be a tax collector was even worse. His occupation made him a traitor to the nation, the worst of the worst.
· He also would have been a religious outcast, forbidden to enter any synagogue.
· He would have probably been friends with the social outcasts. Criminals, hoodlums, prostitutes, and their like would have been the only people willing to associate with him.
· What was Jesus’ response?
· Luke 5:31-32 And Jesus answered and said to them, “It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance.”
· What does Jesus’ response have to say about these people and about Him?
· He can do nothing for the self-righteous.
· Do we ever have that attitude? (where we are unaccepting)

· Discussion Guide: Matthew was a tax collector, and Jesus used him. Jesus also used lepers to teach us lessons about God. In today’s world, who do you think equates to the tax collectors? How about lepers? Why?

· 3 tax collectors are specifically mentioned in the gospels. All 3 found forgiveness.
· Luke 19:2-10 (Zaccheus) And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich. 3 Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable because of the crowd, for he was small in stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to see Him, for He was about to pass through that way. 5 When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 6 And he hurried and came down and received Him gladly. 7 When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8 Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much.” 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”
· Luke 18:10-14 (Publican in parable) “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
· Matthew
· Luke 15:1 (All) Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to Him.
· Luke 7:29 When all the people and the tax collectors heard this, they acknowledged God’s justice, having been baptized with the baptism of John.
· Matthew 21:31-32 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They *said, “The first.” Jesus *said to them, “Truly I say to you that the tax collectors and prostitutes [a]will get into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax collectors and prostitutes did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.
· Luke 18:10-14 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and was praying this to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ 13 But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be [a]merciful to me, the sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
· Stood “some distance away” because he had to. He would not have been permitted past the court of the Gentiles in the Temple.
· The Jewish Talmud actually taught it was righteous to lie and deceive a tax collector, because that is what a professional extortionist deserved.
· Obviously, they collected certain amounts of tax for the Roman government, but there was an unspoken agreement that they could assess whatever other fess, and additional taxes they could collect, and were allowed to keep a percentage for themselves.

· Discussion Guide: As a tax collector Matthew dealt with the sins of greed and materialism. In our American society, these sins are sometimes seen as almost a virtue, “getting ahead,” “getting something bigger and better.” How do you combat these tendencies toward materialism in such a richly blessed society?


Tax Collectors
· Two Kinds
· Gabbai – General tax collectors – collected property tax, income tax, poll tax, etc. These taxes were set by official assessments, so there was not a lot of leeway.
· Mokhes – Collected on imports, exports, goods for domestic trade, anything moved by road.
· Two kinds of Mokhe
· Great Mokhe – Stayed behind the scenes and hired others to collect taxes for him. (Zaccheus – a “chief tax collector” – Luke 19:2 And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was a chief tax collector and he was rich.)
· Little Mokhe – Matthew – he manned a tax office where he dealt with people face to face (Matt. 9:9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man called Matthew, sitting in the tax collector’s booth; and He *said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him.). He would have been the guy people saw. In their eyes, no self-respecting Jew would do that job.
· He had effectively cut himself off from the synagogue, from sacrifice and worship in the Temple, and essentially made himself worse than a Gentile.
· Why would anyone do such a thing? It paid great!

· Why did he change? 
· We don’t know for sure, but he was obviously spiritually hungry.
· He knew the OT well. He quotes it 99 times. More than Mark, Luke, and John combined.
· Quotes out of every section extensively.
· Must have pursued this study on his own. Couldn’t hear it explained in the synagogue.
· Being in such a public position there is no doubt he was hearing about Jesus.
· Shouldn’t be a surprise then that he dropped everything when He came by.
· His faith is shown because he dropped a lucrative job and held a banquet in Jesus’ honor.
· He is a great example of how God can take the outcasts of this world and use them for His kingdom.
· Matthew’s gospel was written with a Jewish audience in mind.

History records:
· Tradition says he ministered to Jews in Israel and abroad.
· No reliable record of how he died.
· Earliest traditions say he was burned at the stake.



Thomas

Thomas – The Pessimist (pp 157 – 164)

· Over time he has been nicknamed “Doubting Thomas.”
· Pessimism instead of doubt may have been his most glaring trait.
· Like Eeyore
· I never get my hopes up so I never get let down.
· “I didn’t notice you were here.”  “That’s alright,” Eeyore said as he sat down. “Nobody ever does.”
· For some reason, I’m always getting forgotten.
· “Good morning, Eeyore.”  “If it is a good morning, which I doubt.”
· No matter, most likely I’ll lose it again anyway.
· Not much of a house, just right for not much of a donkey.
· End of the road…nothin’ to do…and no hope of things getting better.

· Discussion Guide: Thomas was a worry-wart. He tended to be anxious and angst-ridden. Do you know somebody who can always be looking on the dark side of life? How do you handle them and their negative attitudes?

· John 11:16 – He is called Didymus which means “the twin.” Apparently he had a twin brother or sister.
· Like Nathanael, Thomas is only mentioned in the lists of the 3 Synoptic Gospels.
· Everything we know comes from John.
· The death of Lazaeus
· John 11:1-3 Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 It was the Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. 3 So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.”
· Special family.
· John 11:4-6 But when Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not to end in death, but for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified by it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when He heard that he was sick, He then stayed two days longer in the place where He was.
· He delayed going  even though Lazarus was seriously ill.
· John 11:7-15  Then after this He *said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The disciples *said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone You, and are You going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.” 11 This He said, and after that He *said to them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I go, so that I may awaken him out of sleep.” 12 The disciples then said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that He was speaking of literal sleep. 14 So Jesus then said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, so that you may believe; but let us go to him.
· Disciples didn’t want to go. If Jesus goes this close to Jerusalem he may have been putting his life in danger.
· What can we take away from verses 9&10 where Jesus talks about night and day? 
· One can stumble if walking in the darkness. Need to walk in the light.
· The disciples weren’t understanding Jesus’ point. They were dense.  So He stated it clearly.
· Do you find it difficult at times to understand allegorical teaching? Why?
· Where is the allegory—vs 9 on or just the “sleep” matter?
· If they GO with Him, they will see wonderful things that are missed by those who walk in the darkness. In Bethany, Jesus will “awaken” Lazarus. Walk in the light of Jesus and see great things.
· He is going so they might see in the light and believe.
· Sometimes we fail to step out of the darkness and see the lesson Jesus hass for us. 
· John 11:16  Therefore Thomas, who is called Didymus, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, so that we may die with Him.”
· Pessimist or Realist – what is the differenc?
· “It is much easier for an optimist to be loyal.” [pg 161 top] Do you agree?
· This is the pessimistic attitude that Thomas seems to have when we see him.
· However, it is a heroic pessimism. He was convinced the Lord was heading for a stoning, but he was willing to go with Him. You have to admire his courage.
· Appears that the others also go and follow his lead.
· The Last Supper
· John 14:2-5 In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. 3 If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way where I am going.” 5 Thomas *said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?”
· We don’t know how to get there.
· So attached to Jesus, he couldn’t imagine life without Him. (re. Lazarus and here.)

· Discussion Guide: Even though Thomas was the pessimist, Jesus took his question and turned it into one of our most beautiful and memorized scriptures. “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except by me.” When has Jesus taken your questions and turned them into a blessing?

· Jesus appears in the upper room.
· John 20:19-24 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them and *said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained.”
24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
· Why wasn’t he there? 
· Some have suggested that he may have been off somewhere wallowing in his misery.
· In some ways, many scholars think his sorrow was great. Some people just want to be alone.
· John 20:25-29 So the other disciples were saying to him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, “Unless I see in His hands the imprint of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus *came, the doors having been shut, and stood in their midst and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then He *said to Thomas, “Reach here with your finger, and see My hands; and reach here your hand and put it into My side; and do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus *said to him, “Because you have seen Me, have you believed? Blessed are they who did not see, and yet believed.”
· It is because of that statement he received his nickname, but the others didn’t believe till they saw him either.
· MacArthur writes, “What set Thomas apart from the other 10 was not that his doubt was greater but that his sorrow was greater.” [pg 163] The depth of his sorrow. Do you agree...disagree…?
· The Lord was amazingly gentle with him. So he is with us when we need it. (But He said to Peter, “Get behind Me satan!”
· He was a man who loved Jesus.

History records:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Thomas carried the gospel as far as India.
· Tradition says he was run through with a spear. (If that is true, isn’t it kind of ironic?)
· What did these men all have in common so far? (Willingness to acknowledge sinfulness and look to Christ for grace.)



Two Transformed (p 165)

· Describe Matthew and Thomas before being called by Jesus.
i. Matthew – Vilest of sinners, wretched, despicable outcast from his society. But he apparently had a seeking heart.
ii. Thomas – melancholy, negative, moody, tender-hearted
· Both were transformed by Jesus.
· What did all these men except Judas have? 
i. A willingness to acknowledge their own sinfulness and look to Christ for grace.
· Jesus can use anyone regardless of personality, status, family background.

Reflection Question 
· How are you doing in accepting the people who are tax collectors and pessimists in today’s society? 
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