James (son of Alphaeus) – Simon – Judas (Not Iscariot) 167-180

Introduction	 [pp 167-170]
· The last group of 4 is by far the least known group to us (except for Judas Iscariot who will be addressed separately).
· They seem to have been less intimate with Christ than the other 8.
· They are virtually silent in the Gospel narratives. Little is known about any of them except the fact they were appointed to be apostles.
· We know that these 3 men left everything to become apostles.
· John 6:66-68 As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life.
· We know that even though they didn’t fully understand everything, they had extraordinary faith in him.
· This is the single most heroic fact about them. Although others left, they remained.
· The Holy Spirit changes us.
· Nothing extraordinary about the apostles until “Jesus went back to heaven and sent the Holy Spirit.” Then they changed the world.
· Can you think of a time you were given a challenge that, with God’s power you could accomplish?
· Difficulty of the call…”This is a hard saying. Who can understand it?” :From that time many of his disciples went back and followed Him no more.”
· Have you ever faced a difficult spiritual challenge?
· DISCUSSION GUIDE:  Parts of Jesus teachings were very controversial. What parts of Jesus’ teaching do you find controversial or hard to follow? Why? 


James, son of Alphaeus [pp 170-174]
· The only thing Scripture tells us about him is his name.
· If he ever wrote anything, it is lost to history.
· If he ever asked Jesus questions, or did anything to stand out from the group, Scripture doesn’t show it.
· Mark 15:40 There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome.
· we learn his mother’s name was Mary.
· This verse along with Matthew 27:56 mention another son, Joses.
· Joses must have been a well-known follower because his name is mentioned several times.
· Mark 16:1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought spices, so that they might come and anoint Him.
· Not only was James’ mother an eyewitness to the crucifixion, she was one of the women who came to prepare Jesus’ body for burial. Obviously, she was a follower as well.
· Mark 15:40 – Also called “James the Less.” Literally means little. 
· He was probably small in stature.
· That word can also speak of someone young in age. Might have been younger than James, son of Zebedee, and this is how he was distinguished. (“Little James”)
· Probably small, young, quiet person who stayed in the background.
· That in itself is significant. Apparently sought no real recognition.
· Remember, the Lord selected him for a reason.
· Do you think it would be harder for an introvert to be used of God than for an extrovert? Why or why not?
· DISCUSSION GUIDE: History has given James, son of Alphaeus, the title “James, the less.” While the title may seem to be less than complementary, what can we learn from such a title?
· Hebrews 11:32-38 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
· Speaks of OT people but describes the Apostles,
· Early church history is also silent about James.
· Some of the earliest legends actually confuse him with James, the brother of Jesus.
· There is some evidence that he took the gospel to Syria and Persia.
· Even accounts of his death differ. Some say he was stoned, other say he was beaten to death, others say he was crucified.
· We can be certain he became a power worker for the Lord.
· Mark 2:14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax booth, and He *said to him, “Follow Me!” And he got up and followed Him.
· Matthew was the son of Alphaeus. It is possible James is Matthew’s brother.
· Very interesting connections seem to appear when you look at all 3 accounts of the crucifixion and who was there.
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· Mary, James the Less’ mother, is married to Alphaeus. (Alphaeus and Clopas are the same name.) The significance of that is that Matthew and James are possibly brothers (if Alphaeus and Clopas are indeed the same person).
· Clopas, according to history, was the brother of Joseph (Jesus’ earthly father) so this Mary would have been Jesus’ aunt and James (and possibly Matthew) would have been Jesus’ cousins.
· Salome – she is the mother of Zebedee and the sister of Mary. This means that James and John would’ve been Christ’s cousins as well.
· James, John, James the Less, Judas, and Simon the Zealot may POSSIBLY be cousins of Jesus.
· If Matthew and James are brothers then he would be a cousin as well.
· Pretty sure 5 are cousins to Jesus (Matthew appears to be questionable.)
· What is the difference between how we measure importance of people and how God sees importance? If these men were related to Jesus, people may have viewed them as important. 
· Regardless of the connections, what made these men important was who they served and the message they proclaimed.
· Scripture doesn’t give us the full story because they are not the focus. They are simply the instruments in God’s hand.

· Mark 10:29-31 Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for the gospel’s sake, 30 but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last, first.”

· Scripture focuses on the power of God. Since people are instruments of the that power, people are not the focus of scripture. God is the focus.
· What is our perspective?
· 


Simon the Zealot [pp 174-178]
· Apparently known as one time member of the political party the Zealots.
· In Matthew 10:4 and Mark 3:18 he is called Simon the Canaanite (KJV, RSV).
Simon the Zealot (NIV, NASB)
· This is not a reference to the land of Canaan or the village of Cana. It is a word that actually means zealous.
· Also suggested since he was called that his whole life that he had a fiery temperament.

· On pages 174-175, historian Josephus mentions 4 basic parties of the day:
1.) Pharisees – Fastidious about the Law; Religious fundamentalists of their time.
2.) Sadducees – Religious liberals – Denied supernatural – rich, aristocratic, powerful, and in charge of the Temple.
3.) Essenes – Not mentioned in Scripture. Ascetics and celibates who lived in desert and devoted their life to the study of the Law.
4.) Zealots – Hated Romans, more politically minded than other groups. Wanted to overthrow Roman occupation. Advanced its agenda primarily through terrorism and acts of violence.
· Zealots were extremists in every sense of the word.
· Like Pharisees, they interpreted the Law literally. Unlike the Pharisees (who were willing to compromise for political reasons) the Zealots were militant, violent outlaws.
· They believed only God Himself had the right to rule over the Jews. Therefore, they believed they were doing God’s work by assassinating Roman soldiers, political leaders, and anyone else who opposed them.
· Zealots were hoping for a Messiah who would help them overthrow Rome and bring the kingdom to its glory of Solomon’s days.
· Zealots were convinced that paying tribute to a pagan king was an act of treason against God.
· Some historians believe it was their actions that actually caused Rome to ultimately sack Jerusalem.

· Simon is listed just before Judas Iscariot in Matthew and Mark. Some have suggested that the two of them may have been partners.
· It would not have been surprising if Simon would have been the betrayer based upon his radical views.
· He would have gladly killed someone like Matthew, but they became spiritual brethren.
· He obviously transferred his passion to Christ.
· A son of Alphaeus (Clopas) and Mary based upon his position in the lists.
· Mentioned in church history as the son of Clopas.
· Took gospel to British Isles.
· No reliable record of his death (other than that he was martyred).


Judas, son of James [pp 178-180]
· John 14:21-23 He who has My commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and will disclose Myself to him.” Judas (not Iscariot) *said to Him, “Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?” Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our abode with him.
· Judas means “Jehovah leads”.
· Question appears to be full of gentleness, humility, and concern.
· Jesus replies just as gently.
· Matthew 10:3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;
· Actually has 3 names – Labbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaues.
· These were probably nicknames.
· Thaddaeus means “breast child” – momma’s boy
· Labbaeus – “Heart child”
· Both names suggest he had a tender, childlike heart.
· It is also thought that he was probably the youngest child.
· This third grouping places this Judas with Simon the Zealot.
· Tender hearted, childlike man with a zealot
· DISCUSSION GUIDE: Do you find it interesting to have Matthew (Judas?) and Simon the Zealot in the same group of disciples? Why? Any modern day parallels?
· Can you think of a benefit of mixing people in this way?
· Dave Barton’s son and Christian Commune in New Hampshire
· the brother of James the Less and Simon the Zealot.
· John 14:21-23  He who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me; and he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.
· Tenderness of the exchange
· DISCUSSION GUIDE: Judas (not Iscariot) asked Jesus if he would magnify himself. Jesus replied that he would be made magnified to anyone who loved Him and followed His Word. What does that mean to you? How is that applied each day?
· According to MacArther, Judas had the wrong view of Jesus. How did he think of Jesus?
· Do people ever have the wrong view of Jesus today? How and why? 
· Took gospel north, to Edessa, a royal city in Mesopotamia in the region of Turkey today.
· Numerous accounts of how he healed the king of Edessa, Abgar.
· Tradition says he was clubbed to death.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Reflection Question 
Judas (not Iscariot) had three names, Judas, Thaddaeus and Lebbaeus. Each name suggests that he was tender-hearted and childlike. What qualities of being childlike can you add to your witness or ministry today? 

