Nathanael (Bartholomew)

Introduction (pp 135-136)
· Nathanael, son of Tolmai or Nathanael Bar-Tolmai
· Listed as Bartholomew in all 4 lists.
· In the Gospel of John he is always called Nathanael.
· Bartholomew is a Hebrew surname meaning “son of Tolmai.”
· The synoptic gospels and Acts contain no details about Nathanael’s background, character, or personality. They each only mention him once (in the list of apostles).
· The gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke are referred to as the Synoptic Gospels because they include many of the same stories, often in a similar sequence and in similar wording. They stand in contrast to John, whose content is comparatively distinct. The term synoptic (Latin: synopticus; Ancient Greek: συνοπτικός synoptikos) comes via Latin from the Greek σύνοψις synopsis, i.e. "(a) seeing all together, synopsis";
· Only mentioned in two passages in John – John 1:45; John 21:2
· John 21:2 Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together.
·  came from the small town of Cana in Galilee, the place where Jesus performed His first miracle (very close to Nazareth). (John 2:11)
· Nathanael was brought to Jesus by Philip immediately after Philip was called. (John 1:43-45)
· Philip/Nathanael are often linked (in Scripture and in church history).

His Love of Scripture (pp 137-138)
· John 1:45-46 Philip *found Nathanael and *said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip *said to him, “Come and see.”
· How did Phillip approach Nathaniel about Jesus? What did he say to him to pique his interest? 
· From this, how can we infer that the truth of scripture mattered to Nathaniel?
· (middle of pg 137) Not I have found a man who has a plan for your life…make your life better…heal your marriage… He appealed on Jesus as the promised Messiah.
· He knew about the “One” prophesied by Moses and the prophets. 
· He accepted Jesus on the spot.
· In all likelihood, they may have come to the wilderness to hear John the Baptist together.
· Have you noticed something about each of these men (Peter, James, John, Andrew, Phillip, and Nathaniel)  we’ve examined so far that sets them apart from the religious establishment of the day?
· All of them appear to have been seeking the truth.
· Discussion Guide: Nathanael was a student of the scriptures. He had been waiting and reading about the coming Messiah. This made him hungry to see the Lord. What has studying the Word made you hungry for?

His prejudice (pp 138-142)
· Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” MacArther implies 3 ways that Nathaniel’s response can be interpreted. Can you recall what they are?
· If he knew the OT (which it appears he did) then he would have known that in Micah 5:2 that the Messiah was to come out of Bethlehem.  (p 139, top)
· But the depth of his prejudice is shown by his statement. He doesn’t just say “Can the Messiah come out of Nazareth?,” but he says “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”
· Regional pride is probably involved in this statement. 
· “Judeans looked down on Galileans, but even the Galileans looked down on the Nazarenes” – p 139 bottom.
· Nazareth was an uncultured place. It was also evil and corrupt. Crossroads—road from Mediterranean to Galilee and road from Jerusalem to Lebanon.
· The ironic part is that he came from a community very similar.
· In this case, what did the prejudice lead to? Rejection of the Messiah. It was inconceivable to them that the Messiah and His followers could come from such despised places.
· John 7:40-53 Some of the people therefore, when they heard these words, were saying, “This certainly is the Prophet.” 41 Others were saying, “This is the Christ.” Still others were saying, “Surely the Christ is not going to come from Galilee, is He? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the descendants of David, and from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So a division occurred in the crowd because of Him. 44 Some of them wanted to seize Him, but no one laid hands on Him.
45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to them, “Why did you not bring Him?” 46 The officers answered, “Never has a man spoken the way this man speaks.” 47 The Pharisees then answered them, “You have not also been led astray, have you? 48 No one of the rulers or Pharisees has believed in Him, has he? 49 But this crowd which does not know the Law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus (he who came to Him before, being one of them) *said to them, 51 “Our Law does not judge a man unless it first hears from him and knows what he is doing, does it?” 52 They answered him, “You are not also from Galilee, are you? Search, and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee.” 53 [Everyone went to his home]
· (Actually Jonah had – they were wrong)
· Luke 4:22-29 Even in His home town He was despised. After preaching one message, the synagogue where He grew up wanted to throw Him off a cliff and kill Him.
· Prejudice skewed their view (Jesus and his followers were outside the religious establishment and uneducated in their eyes).
· John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.
· “Their own prejudice renders them deaf to the truth. Men’s ears are closed to the gospel by man kinds of prejudice—racial, social, religious, intellectual.” [p 141, middle]
· 2 Corinthian 4:3-4 (p 141, bottom)
· How does Phillip respond to Nathaniel’s prejudice?
· John 1:46 – “Come and see.” It is significant because Nathanael went.
· Prejudice is feeling based, subjective. Confront it with facts.
· Discussion Guide: Nathanael’s studies had also added to his prejudices. He didn’t believe that anything good could come out of Nazareth. What prejudices do you have that need to be realigned by the Holy Spirit?

His sincerity of heart (pp 142-144)
· John 1:47 – Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and *said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”
· What a powerful statement.
· Like at a eulogy reading. But this was from the beginning.
· What does MacArthur say about this wording? -- “Israelite indeed” 
· Not genetics.
· The Greek here means “truly, genuinely.”
· It appears Jesus is linking his status as a true Israelite to someone with no deceit.
· Nathanael was in stark contrast to the Israelites of that time. 
· Romans 9:6-7 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; 7 nor are they all children because they are Abraham’s descendants...” (Also Romans 2:28-29) (p 143, middle)
· Same word is used in John 8:31. So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.”

His eager faith (pp 144-147)
· John 1:48-51 Nathanael *said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” 50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 51 And He *said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
· Fig tree was probably where he went to study. Common location for Rabbis.
· Remember, this story fits very well with the theme of John’s gospel. John wrote to produce faith and prove Jesus was the Son of God.
· How does MacArthur compare Nathaniel and Phillip regarding their understanding of Jesus?
· Isn’t it interesting that what his friend Philip seemed to not get until the very end he (Nathanael) got immediately?
· Compare what Philip says vs. Nathanael (John 1:45-49) 
· Philip *found Nathanael and *said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” … 49 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.”
· What does this say about Nathanael’s understanding of Jesus? Implication?
· His experience as an apostle would probably be different than the others because this would be an unfolding of the things he believed from day #1.
· Most of the apostles struggled just to come to the place where Nathanael appeared to be at his first meeting with Christ.
· John 1:51 – (Gen. 28:12) “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
· A reference back to that further gives some proof that Nathanael was well schooled in the Old Testament.
· Jesus is the ladder connecting heaven and earth (Philip would have probably understood that).
· Discussion Guide: Philip and Nathanael started their spiritual journey in different places but ended up in the same spot. Do you know someone that is on a different path than you? How is your love and patience with that person?
· Discussion Guide: John MacArthur writes that Nathanael comes to full understanding and commitment in one day. This seems to be an unusual occurrence. Do you know someone in whom this has happened? When someone accepts Christ do we expect them to have full understanding and total commitment in one day? Explain.

His death (bottom of 147 – 148)
· Ministered in Persia and India taking the gospel as far as Armenia.
· No reliable record of how he died.
· One tradition says he was tied up in a sack and cast into the sea.
· Another says he was crucified.
· By all accounts, he was martyred.
· He had faith from the beginning.
· His prejudices were changed and God used him for His glory.

Reflection Question 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Full understanding and total commitment is the goal of each disciple of Christ. How are you doing? 

