Stewardship Of Time
This lesson will work best if we each get a piece of paper and a pencil and something to write on.

We’ve probably all had classes on the wise use of time—whether at work, in school, in sermons, in Bible Studies,… With our nation’s reaction to this Corona virus, how we spend our time has changed. That got me thinking that a review of how we use our time might be in order. For a believer, this is stewardship.
How would you define Stewardship?
· For a Christian, Stewardship refers to the way time, talents, material possessions, or wealth are used or given for the service of God.
· Uniqueness of time.
· How many of us look at time like we do money or talents?

As we stay at home, we have we have a lot of things demanding our time… TV, YouTube, smart phones, movies, … All these things involve time. In our study of the book The Next Story, we were told to be wary of the “BEEP!”
· How are you using the time?

Goal: Review how we use time and do we need to allocate it differently.

Proverbs 29:18 (KJV) Where there is no vision, the people perish.
What does this verse mean to you? (goals, relevance, difficulties)
· Why are goals important? How does a vision of where we want to be keep us from perishing?
· ***What are your top 5 or 6 life goals? (Personal, spiritual, social, family, leisure…) List them on your paper under goals and rank them of importance.

Philippians 3:13-14 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Our life is like being in a race. We are not to be bound by the past but press on toward a goal. 
· What race are we in? (How we live our life—“upward call of God in Christ Jesus”)
· What is the goal Paul referred to in these verses? Successfully completing the race (living the call of God in Christ Jesus)?
· What life obstacles keep us from reaching this goal (living this call) Paul talked about?
· How do your life goals fit in with this goal?

Time helps us accomplish our goals.
· Ephesians 5:15-17 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, 16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil. 17 So then do not be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is.
· Time is something given to us each day; it’s a gift from God. There are 60 seconds in a minute, 60 minutes in an hour, 24 hours in a day, 168 hours in a week. Once time is gone it can never be reclaimed. When money is taken from us, it can be replaced; when time is taken, it’s gone.
· ***How do you use your time each day? Take a typical day and list your activities under Daily Activities on your paper. Include the hours spent on each. Total hours should be 20-28 hours. Mark the activities as COMMITTED (work, sleep,…) or FREE (exercise, TV…).

Time is one of the most valuable things we possess, and how we use our time has a great deal to do with whether or not we ever reach our goals. Time—people say we kill it, save it, spend it, waste it.

Keeping in mind these passages from Proverbs, Philippians, and Ephesians what might it mean to “waste time”?

How do you spend your time each day? Is it spent according to your priorities?
· What are you doing each day to reach your goals? Where you have optional time, is it applied according to your priorities?
· What keeps you from getting more done?
· Look at your list. Are you using time according to the importance of your ranked priorities?

As we read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, listen for examples of God’s faithfulness in the various cycles of life. Time moves on. Wherever we are in life, we need to maximize the use of our time in light of tomorrow.
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven—
A time to give birth and a time to die;
A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted.
A time to kill and a time to heal;
A time to tear down and a time to build up.
A time to weep and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn and a time to dance.
A time to throw stones and a time to gather stones;
A time to embrace and a time to shun embracing.
A time to search and a time to give up as lost;
A time to keep and a time to throw away.
A time to tear apart and a time to sew together;
A time to be silent and a time to speak.
A time to love and a time to hate;
A time for war and a time for peace.

An exercise for all ages.
· What could you change or add to Daily Activities to help you accomplish your goals on a daily basis?
· Can you adjust optional Daily Activity time to better meet your Goals?
· Are their ways to combine your Daily Activities to meet goals? For example, if your spouse is a high priority Goal and one of your Daily Activities is exercise, is there a way to make exercise time quality time with your spouse?
· Can you change your approach to Daily Activities? For example, if you are a goal driven person and one of your Daily Activities involves your spouse, can you find a way focus your effort on your spouse during the Activity rather than the objective of the Activity?

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have help available to us as we press on through the various seasons of life.
· Philippians 4:13, 19  I can do all things through Him who strengthens me…. And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
