Are natural abilities the same thing as spiritual gifts? 

At the end of this document is a listing of many verses referring to Spiritual Gifts. It is probably not exhaustive. Each reference is a link to the online BibleGateway ESV verses. If you take the link, you can select a different translation and look at the verse in context. Use these verses to get a more complete understanding of Spiritual Gifts and to answer the questions.

The question—Are natural abilities the same thing as spiritual gifts?—comes down to a few underlying concepts.
1. What is the definition of “natural ability”? 
a. “ability that is inherited” – On line FreeDictionary
b. “ability that you are born with” – NaturalAbility.com
2. What is the definition of Spiritual Gift?
a. “A spiritual gift is any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit and used in any ministry of the church.” – Wayne Grudem
b. “A spiritual gift is the God-given capacity of every Christian to carry out his/her function in the body of Christ.” – Bible.org
c. “A Spiritual Gift is a special divine empowerment (1 Corinthians 12:4-6; 1 Peter 4:11) bestowed on each believer (1 Corinthians 12:7, 18; 1 Peter 4:10; Romans 12:6) by the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:7-9, 11) to accomplish a given ministry God's way (1 Corinthians 12:4-6) according to His grace and discernment (Romans 12:3-6; 1 Peter 4:10) to be used within the context of the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:7; Ephesians 4:12; 1 Peter 4:10).” – mintools.com
d. 
3. Does the HOLY SPIRIT give “spiritual gifts” to people before they accept Christ’s gift of salvation? (See definition c above.) 1 Corinthians 12:7, 18; 1 Peter 4:10; Romans 12:6;
4. What is the implication of being told to “desire earnestly” gifts from the Holy Spirit? As an extreme example, at various times in Samson’s life, the Holy Spirit gave him the gift of strength. Is this something the common Christian can desire earnestly and expect to be given?
a. 1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy.
5. Can any of the “spiritual gifts” listed in scripture be considered natural abilities? (See the Study Guide table of gifts.) Compare with question 3.


When talking about spiritual gifts in his letter to the Corinthians, Paul mentions “gifts,” “ministries,” “effects,” and “manifestations.” What do these terms mean?
· 1 Corinthians 12:4-7 [NASB] Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
· [Expanded Bible]  4 There are different kinds of gifts, but they are all from the same Spirit. 5 There are different ·ways to serve [ministries] but the same Lord to serve. 6 And there are different ·ways that God works through people [effects, kinds of action; activities] but the same God works ·in all of us in everything we do [L all things in all people]. 7 ·Something from the Spirit can be seen in [L The manifestation/disclosure of the Spirit is given to] each person, for the common good.
· Gifts - 
· Ministries - 
· Effects - 
· Manifestations - 



When we gather together, we should be using our gifts.
· 1 Corinthians 14:26 What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification.
· Done for edification means the recipient of your ministry knows how and why you are ministering. On Mexico Mission trip, we had the organizer tell us that anyone can go and serve. But everyone to whom we minister should know WHY we are there, that serve in Jesus’ name as led by the Holy Spirit.

There is a beginning of the giving of Spiritual Gifts to the church as foretold in Joel and fulfilled in Acts.
· Joel 2:28-29 “It will come about after this That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and daughters will prophesy, Your old men will dream dreams, Your young men will see visions. 29 “Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days.
· Acts 2:14-17 But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give heed to my words. 15 For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day; 16 but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel: 17 ‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says,
‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND;

· This passage tells us these manifestations of the Spirit began in Acts 2 where God poured out His Spirit on all mankind. Until then, the Spirit filled people temporarily to meet a need such as Samson’s strength.
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Romans 12:6-8 ESV / 210 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
1 Peter 4:10-11 ESV / 163 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 ESV / 151 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, ... 
Ephesians 4:11-16 ESV / 94 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, ... 
2 Timothy 1:6-7 ESV / 66 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands, for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
Romans 12:3-8 ESV / 56 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; ... 
1 Corinthians 12:27-28 ESV / 51 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 
1 Corinthians 12:7 ESV / 45 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
1 Corinthians 12:1-31 ESV / 43 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; ... 
Ephesians 4:11-13 ESV / 37 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
Romans 12:4-5 ESV / 31 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Romans 1:11 ESV / 30 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to strengthen you— 
1 Corinthians 12:1 ESV / 29 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 
Ephesians 4:12-13 ESV / 28 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
To equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
Acts 1:8 ESV / 28 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 
1 Corinthians 13:2 ESV / 25 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 
Ephesians 4:11 ESV / 23 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 
1 Corinthians 13:13 ESV / 21 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
1 Corinthians 1:7 ESV / 19 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
So that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Exodus 31:1-6 ESV / 19 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
The LORD said to Moses, “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with ability and intelligence, with knowledge and all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold, silver, and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, to work in every craft. ... 
Joel 2:28-30 ESV / 17 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
“And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit. “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. 
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 ESV / 16 helpful votes Helpful Not Helpful 
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
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