CHAPTER 7 – You can’t take the Bible literally
In 1993, archaeologists dug up the first outside-of-the-Bible reference to King David. Up until then, only the Bible talked about King David—there were no inscriptions, no archaeological digs, no other documents, nothing that ever mentioned David. Does that mean that Christians could not believe there was a David before 1993? It does not work that way. Christians believe there was a King David because the Bible is the Word of God.

Introduction: The Problem


Are people you know more troubled by the ethical aspects of the Bible or the historical? Why?


Scripture
Romans 3:21-25

 “We Can’t Trust the Bible Historically”

Three reasons we can trust the Bible historically.
The timing is far too early for the gospels to be legends.
Your comments…
The content is far too counterproductive for the gospels to be legends.
Some might say that the Biblical account of events is what the church leaders wanted people to believe. How does scripture counteract this argument?

How might we address the following arguments?
1. The Gospels are full of contradictions.


2. The Gospels can’t be reliable accounts because they describe miracles.


3. Why should a person believe the Old Testament is true?


The literary form of the gospels is too detailed to be legend.
Can you find some examples in scripture of such details?


“We can’t trust the Bible culturally.”


The Bible is said to defend violence, to mandate puritanical sexual morality, and to maintain an antiscientific bias. Why, then, would anyone in the 21st century take it seriously? In chapter 7, Keller responds. “To stay away from Christianity because part of the Bible’s teaching is offensive to you assumes that if there is a God he wouldn’t have any views that upset you. Does that belief make sense?” (p. 112 116). Do you agree that we should expect God — in that he is not a mere human — to take stands and enforce rules that run counter to our sense of how things should be done? Why or why not? 

A Trustworthy Bible or a Stepford God?

If you had to summarize the Bible from Genesis to Revelation in 3 minutes, what would you say? Try it. 



30-50% of each gospel is given to the last week of Jesus’ life. Why?
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