CHAPTER 10 – The Problem of Sin
Show the clip from Matrix where Neo is told that there is something wrong with the world.

In chapter 10, Keller delves into the issue of sin and its consequences. He begins by positing that we already know sin exists: “It is hard to avoid the conclusion that there is something fundamentally wrong with the world.” (p. 159 165). Do you agree that it’s valid to define what is broken in the world as sin? Why or why not? And given all the things that are broken in the world, what questions does that raise in your mind about God? 

Sin and Human Hope
How can hope spring from knowing that we are sinners? [p 166]
Because we are sinners, we aren’t simply helpless victims of psychological drives or social systems. We aren’t helpless because the gospel provides a solution.

Do you agree with Keller’s quote of Delbanco where he says that pride is the enemy of hope? [p 16]

The Meaning of Sin
Referring to Soren Kierkegaard, Keller says, “Sin is the despairing refusal to find your deepest identity in your relationship and service to God.” [p 168] How do many of us seek an identity apart from God?
This means God is not first in our lives. Does my job define me? Does my family, my talents, my whatever determine who I am? If I say I am defined by God, how is that evident in my life?

How does the first commandment address what sin is? [p 168]
Exodus 20:2-3 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 “You shall have no other gods before Me.

Anything that becomes a god in my life, supplanting God, is sin. This can be good things as well as bad things. Examples: family, sports, job, talents, …  C. S. Lewis in The 4 Loves says love can become a demon (replacing God) when we use it to justify actions that may be in opposition to God.

Where does your relationship with God rate with regard to other things? What is the evidence?
The Personal Consequences of Sin
What are some of the personal consequences of sin? [p 170-173]
Guilt
Bitterness
Insecurity
Addiction to God-replacements

The Social Consequences of Sin
Keller contrasts people who “cling to an optimistic belief in the civilizing influence of progress and enlightenment” with Christians “accustomed to the idea that there is a deep interior dislocation in the very center of human personality.” [p 174]

How does sin have a social consequence? [p 174-176]
Jonathan Edwards argues that human society is deeply fragments when anything but God is our highest love.
Keller says “If we get our very identity, our sense of worth, from our _____, then ______ is not really about ______, it is about us.” [p 175] Fill in the blank with whatever. The more we identify with something, the more it becomes a divisive thing.

Do you agree with Keller’s statement, “The real culture war is taking place inside our own disordered hearts…”?
The Cosmic Consequences of Sin
How does Keller contrast the Genesis creation account (Genesis 1 & 2) with all other accounts, including current scientific theories?
Creation was planned and orderly, teeming with life that is interwoven and interdependent. God called each step “good.” Outside of scripture, creation was often violent and chaotic.

“Shalom” is the Hebrew word that describes the nature of scriptural creation. Whereas our word for peace implies an absence of strife, Shalom is the nature of peace itself. [p 176-177] Does this description of a creation in a state of “shalom” change how you view the impact of sin?
Romans 8:18-22 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

What Can Put It All Right?
Recall our study of Not a Fan. As you read this section, how did the comments of C. S. Lewis parallel Idleman’s book?
God doesn’t want just part of us; he wants all of us. We have to be in the game.

On page 179, Keller says, “…if you don’t live for Jesus, you will live for something else.” What are some things that we might life for?






CHAPTER 11 – Religion and the Gospel
On page 180 Keller starts chapter 11 with the question, “Why must the solution be Jesus and Christianity?” His answer sets the foundation for this chapter. What’s his answer?
“…there is a profound and fundamental difference between the way that other religions tell us to seek salvation and the way described in the gospel of Jesus.” 

Two Forms of Self-Centeredness
When we talk with friends and family who don’t believe in the gospel message, they are putting self first in life. They usually hold one of two positions, both of which are self-centered. What are these two forms of self-centeredness? 
1. Self-aggrandizement (self-glory) is one. According to Keller, this is the main cause for many of the world’s miseries.  What does Philippians 2:3-7 say about that?
Philippians 2:3-7 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.
2. Pharisaism is a second form of self-centeredness. We can focus on keeping rules and expectations and miss the relationship with Jesus. Do you agree that the devil would prefer Pharisees, like Keller says on page 184?
The Damage of Pharisaism
Pharisaism damages the inner soul. Why might a “Pharisee” develop despair resulting in anxiety, insecurity, and irritability? 
“They build their sense of worth on their moral and spiritual performance, as a kind of resume to present before God and the world.” [p 184] When their performance is lacking, they are failures.

How does pharisaism create social strife?
In order to build up their sense of righteousness, a Pharisee will despise and attack all who don’t share their doctrinal beliefs and religious practices. [p 185]

The Difference of Grace
These commonly held misinterpretations of what Christianity is cause confusion in the minds of many. Ephesians 2:4-10 tell us about the relationship between grace and works. 

Ephesians 2:4-10 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead [f]in our transgressions, made us alive together [g]with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and [h]that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

Colossians 3:17 talks about being thankful as we “do” things for the Lord. 
Colossians 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

In this section, Keller describes differences between religion and the gospel. 
1. While the moralist is forced into obedience, motivated by fear of rejection, a Christian rushes into obedience, motivated by a desire to please and resemble the one who gave his life for us.
2. A second difference has to do with our identity and self-regard. Keller contrasts religion with the message of the Christian gospel. He points out that religion is a set of rules and standards that determine what a person must do to obtain divine approval and enter heaven. In contrast, he states, the gospel makes it clear that no human can measure up to God’s standard — which is perfection. That explains why God sent Jesus, his Son, to earth to die for the sins of humanity. The perfect God, in human flesh, was sacrificed for imperfect humanity. Keller writes: “The Christian gospel is that I am so flawed that Jesus had to die for me, yet I am so loved and valued … that Jesus was glad to die for me” (p. 181 187). 
3. “Religion and the gospel also differ fundamentally in how they treat the Other—those who do not share one’s own beliefs and practices.” [p 187]  Religionists will define themselves by pointing to those whom they are not. “A Christian’s worth and value are not created by excluding anyone—but through the Lord who was excluded for me.” [p 188]
4. “Religion and the gospel  also lead to divergent ways of handling troubles and suffering.” [p 188]  In this case, how does the gospel “make it possible for someone to escape the spiral of bitterness, self-recrimination, and despair when life goes wrong?”

How do you respond to Keller’s characterization of religion in contrast to the message of the gospel? How do you react to his summary of the meaning of the gospel?

The Threat of Grace
Here, Keller says grace (as in Ephesians 2:8-9) can be seen in a threatening way. Why might some see it like this?

“The most liberating act of free, unconditional grace demands that the recipient give up control of his or her life.” [p 191] Again, how is this like what Idleman says in Not a Fan.


“It is only grace that frees us from the slavery of self that lurks even in the middle of morality and religion.” [p 192]
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Reason For God	Page 4

