CHAPTER 3 – Christianity Is a Straight Jacket
Introduction: The Problem
Scripture Teaches
[bookmark: _GoBack]“In many ways and at different times a believer yields to temptation. But sin does not have dominion over him. He has the God-given ability not to sin. By grace he can effectively counteract his own inner tendency to idolatry and selfishness. The battle to love God above all else and one’s neighbor as oneself is never finished in this life. But the objective of nothing less than Christlike holy love motivates the Christian to employ every available resource to the progressive development of holiness in character and conduct.” [Decide for Yourself, Lewis, p. 124]

Look up some or all of the following verses to address the following questions. If perfection is impossible, does that give Christians license to persist in sin? Does the liberty of the Spirit, or of love, result in lawlessness? Why might the world see this as a straight jacket?
John 14:23-24 
John 15:14 
Romans 6:1-4 
Romans 6:12-18 
Romans 6:22 
Romans 8:2-4 
Romans 13:8-10 
1 John 3:9-10 
1 John 5:3-4,18 

Truth Is Unavoidable

Community Can’t Be Completely Inclusive

In chapter 3, Keller responds to criticism of absolute truth. He contends that in opposing the validity of a claim of absolute truth, the critic is necessarily making a truth claim of his own. As an example, Keller points to democratic values. “Western society is based on shared commitments to reason, rights, and justice even though there is no universally recognized definition of … any of these” (p. 39). Do you agree that the values of Western democracy constitute a type of secular absolute truth, and that adhering to the rightness of those values is no different than a Christian holding to the truth claims of Scripture? Why or why not? 

Christianity Isn’t Culturally Rigid

Freedom Isn’t Simple


Love, the Ultimate Freedom, Is More Constraining Than We Might Think



