Chapter 13 – The Reality of the Resurrection

Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20 and 21

A while back, Cornerstone streamed the movie The Insanity of God that looked at persecution of the church. One of the points made was that, if the resurrection is true, it changes everything. In the introduction to this chapter, Keller says that the resurrection is much more than a philosophical or historical issue; “If Jesus rose from the dead, it changes everything.” [p 210] As a pillar of Christianity, how much importance would you place on the resurrection? 

Keller goes on to say that many people who doubt the resurrection find it hard to believe. They find it more logical to think that cultures at the time of Christ believed in magical and supernatural happenings. Those who mourned the death of Jesus could easily be swayed to believe that he had risen from the dead. Some, who were moved emotionally, may have thought they had visions of him, similar to folks today who claim to have seen Elvis.

The rest of this chapter addresses this argument and presents evidence in opposition to it.
The Empty Tomb and the Witnesses
Keller says that, if the empty tomb and the eyewitnesses were fabrications, they would have been developed long after Jesus’s death. Why? What is his reasoning in opposition to this argument? 

Specifically, how can we use 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 as proof that the idea of the resurrection did not come about a long time after the death of Jesus? [p 212]

Therefore, the tomb must have been empty, or the decomposing body would have been presented. Also, there must have been multiple witnesses all confirming the authenticity of the claim of the resurrection. Keller says that the historical facts of the sightings of the resurrected Jesus and the empty tomb are both true. And this strengthens the argument FOR the resurrection.
Resurrection and Immortality
The worldly argument to these claims of resurrection are often hinged on the idea that, if the tomb was empty, the body of Jesus must have been stolen. Jesus’s followers would have wanted so much to believe that he was not dead that they easily would accept the claim that they empty tomb confirmed the resurrection. What is Chronological Snobbery? [p 214-215]

On page 216, Keller summarizes this section’s arguments. How does he address each of these to claims?
· “Over the years, skeptics about the resurrection have proposed that the followers of Jesus may have had hallucinations, that they may have imagined him appearing to them and speaking to them. This assumes that their master’s resurrection was imaginable for his Jewish followers, that it was an option in their worldview. It was not.”

· “Others have put forth the conspiracy theory that the disciples stole the body and claimed he was alive to others. This assumes that the disciples would expect other Jews to be open to the belief that an individual could be raised from the dead. But none of this is possible.”
 
Of all the Messianic movements at that time, only Christianity claimed a risen savior.
The Explosion of a New Worldview
In this section, Keller says that such revolutionary ideas as claimed by the early Christians would historically have taken a long time to be accepted. It would require debate and evaluation over time. The immediate acceptance of the claims by hundreds of Jews is an argument for the authenticity of the resurrection. Yet in the 1830’s Mormonism exploded. Doesn’t this contradict Keller’s argument in this case?


This section ends with a note on the apostles. As we learned in 12 Ordinary Men, all the apostles but John were killed as martyrs. Not many people will die a torturous death for a lie.
The Challenge of the Resurrection
“If you don’t short-circuit the process with the philosophical bias against the possibility of miracle, [of all the things we know about first century history and culture] the resurrection of Jesus has the most evidence for it.” [p 319]

What do you think about miracles? 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The resurrection provides infinite hope. 

How can we share the importance of the resurrection with our friends?

