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Wilberforce (1759-1833) was the great model of a Christian in politics applying biblical principles to his politics. RESEARCH WILBERFORCE ON YOUR OWN.

Gave up chance to be Prime Minister of England for a cause that was greater than becoming the leader of the greatest empire in the world at that time. Gave up his life for the sake of African slaves and to change the “manners” of the Empire. His conversion to the Christian faith changed everything for him. He realized everything he had been given—wealth, power, influence, connections, intelligence, oratory—was a gift from God and should be used for Him. Some people say he was one of the most important human beings who ever lived. Others have called him the “Washington of humanity.”

Europe at that time was essentially Christian in name only. Most respectable folks held to a Deist view of God as some remote being. Faith should not be taken too far. To be serious about one’s  faith was to be labeled an enthusiast or Methodist—derogatory terms like Holy Roller, Bible thumper, or fundamentalist today. Child labor was prevalent where children as young as 5 or 6 worked 10-12 hour days. Everyone seemed addicted to alcohol. Sexual trafficking of women was a staggering problem with 25% of single women in London working as prostitutes. Their average age was 16. Cruelty to animals was common as entertainment. Public hangings followed by public dissections was entertainment. People could be executed for the slightest offense.

His mother and extremely wealthy grandfather were of this kind of nominal Christian. They sent William to live with his aunt and uncle who were, unbeknownst to them, Methodists. There, William met John Newton. (The movie Amazing Grace was about him.) As a young boy with them, he became serious about his faith.

When his  mother and grandfather learned of the conversion, they brought him back home where, by age 16, he had backslid into the perfect picture of sophisticated worldliness. The endless parties and fawning of people over him and his great wealth changed him.

At age 24, William was elected to an extremely prestigious seat in parliament gaining him prestige and political power. His friend Pitt became Prime Minister near the same time and at the age of 24.

Then, on a long distance carriage trip with Isaac Milner, one of the smartest people alive at that time, Isaac convinced him of the reality of a true faith in Christ. 

This put him a very uncomfortable position. Based on the lifestyle of the rich and famous, he thought he might have to retreat from everything he knew and enter a monastery or join the priesthood. All of this was tremendously inconvenient! Over about 2 years he changed. Immediately, certain things clearly needed to be done like withdrawing from the gentlemen’s clubs. But would he also have to leave the dirty world of politics?
· Luke 7:1-10 Jesus heals the centurion’s servant

Surreptitiously, at night, he made a visit to Newton to discuss his situation. Newton told him that perhaps he had been prepared “for such a time as this.” It was then that Wilberforce vowed to take his faith into the world of politics and serve God there. Two years later, he wrote in his diary, “God Almighty has set before me two Great Objects: the suppression of the Slave Trade and the Reformation of Manners.”
· Esther 4:13-14 And who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?

As William became known for his work, John Wesley wrote him a letter reminding him that “Unless God has raised you up for this everything, you will be worn out by the opposition of men and devils…But if God is for  you, who can be against you?”
· Psalm 127:1 unless the Lord builds the house…
· 

He was humble. He shared credit with those with whom agreed (Clapham Circle) and disagreed.
· Fought his opponents and tried to win, but did it God’s way.
· Did not pretend to have moral superiority; he was saved by grace.
· Showed others grace
· Clear about what he believed byt never made it a condition to work with someone.
· Loved his enemies
· In first speech on slavery he said “We have all been guilty.” He knew we are all sinners.
· His graciousness helped turn those on the fence to his side.
How do we humble ourselves and entrust the battle to God? 
· Prayer 
· 1 John 5:14 …if we ask anything according to his will…
· Psalm 5:3 …In the morning I will order my [b]prayer to You and eagerly watch
· Read scripture
· Memorize scripture
· Reliance of Christian bros and sisters. (Clapham Circle)

He realized some battles must be fought in the cultural sphere. The impact of bad behavior of people in power is counterproductive.

Wilberforce thought family was important. Being a good father meant spending time with his children. Sunday was committed to this. Unique in England. “What if people who had money and power and influence would be willing to use those things to do good for their fellow men?”
Genesis 12.

A Christmas Carol – Dec 1843
2nd Great Awakening: 1790 - 1820



D. James Kennedy

· Gifts: speaking – worked at it. recorded ¼ hour record of each day. Time in Word, praying, reading, work toward great goals. 
· Upon conversion: double pockets in coat. 8 pockets to hold books. Redeem every minute to God. He worked daily at learning how to speak. Common to practice declamation for hours a day by speaking in front of a mirror. 
· 4’ 11” tall. Hunchback, head down and turned sideways. 
· Rich – inherited form father, grandfather, and uncle.
· After conversion – he was called melancholy and friends didn’t understand him.
· Met with John Newton, former slave trip captain, who was converted to Christ. Do not leave politics. He chose to end slavery, (end of slave trade and then emancipate the slaves). English business was wrapped around slavery. Two years studying to give anti-slavery talk. Spoke 4 hours and made motion. Defeated. Multiple years met with defeats. Finally he got a positive vote to end the slave trade. For Next 25 years he worked to end slavery. In 1787, society to reform the morals of England.  Retired to home. That year the motion was made w/o him to end slavery. It passed. Sent runner to his home to tell him his cause had been one. He rejoiced at that. Last day of consciousness. GB ended slavery w/o a civil war due to his commitment to an unpopular cause.
· 700000 slaves were manumitted. 
· Do you have a great cause? 
· Kennedy – same cause. Free people from slavery to sin. Addicted to sin; the more you do it the more you’re enslaved to it. Only Christ can set the prisoner free. Government get out of the way and let the church be the church. He looks forward to a great revival as more and more Christian ethics get involved in politics.
· Williams Book comparing real Christians and nominal Christians: “Real Christianity”
· God is at work changing lives. 
· 1990 – 5 Born again Christian in House of Representatives
· 2005 - 100
· In Parliament (1 Christian when William was elected. 100 when he left.)
· Kennedy believes by 2030 we will see enormous changes in US for Christian beliefs.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The importance of 1 becoming 100.
· The transformation of America. “The Christians are coming!” bringing life.

