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Introductory Notes
Colossians 3

The Unbounded video is a good introduction to this study. It was shared around Facebook. I saw it just after Thanksgiving in 2017. There are two versions in the Next Story folder. One of the scenes shows an abstract couple having sex. While this is might be a good discussion point in a class with adults, children may at times be included in this study. So I provide a Censored version with that scene cut out.
Unbounded_Censored.mp4
Unbounded_Uncensored.mp4

It is available for viewing online as posted at:  
https://www.facebook.com/Spiritofunbounded/videos/1842987742397730/

Tucker Carlson of Fox News interviewed Roger McNamee about the negative impact of the digital technology. This is available in the folder as 20180108_RogerMcNamee_TuckerCarlson_SmartPhones_YouTube.mp4. And on YouTube, you can view it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dYTVnta9eto


The Next Story: Faith, Friends, Family, and the Digital World -- By Tim Challies
Reviews by: Al Mohler (president of Southern Baptist Seminary), and others
Tim Challies explains how and why our society has become reliant on digital technology, what it means for our lives, and how it impacts the Christian faith
Tim Challies at Ligonier Conference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBtFZ8QNyRo
Also on RightNowMedia.org: https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Training/Post/View/231048


The pace of technological change. Distracted Thinking leads us to shallow thinking live in a shallow way.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PMHLD2NPrqQ

Tim Challies: https://www.challies.com


9 ways to parent well in an age of technology
http://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/parenting-in-the-technology-age.html


100 things I’d rather hold in my hands than my phone
http://www.racheladawson.com/blog/2017/1/9/the-100-things-id-rather-hold-than-my-phone?rq=100%20things%20i%27d%20rather

Here is a good video by Christopher Chabris and Daniel Simons. See TheSelectiveAttentionTest.docx handout. NOT TO BE SHOWN IN A CLASSROOM SETTING WITHOUT FIRST PURCHASING IT FROM http://www.viscog.com.
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJG698U2Mvo)


OTHER IDEAS
· Accountability Options
· The place for trust
· Positive communications options – Sandy calling Abbey on Facebook
· Other family options
· Match making (trend in weddings)
· Shallow depth of relationships. Words with Friends, other games,…
· Bring youth in to the class
· Positive uses of technology
· Things to beware of



Introduction: The digital explosion
Use Tim Challies’ video: The Next Story

Challies says the Intel 4004 chip had more impact on the world than Tsar Bomba. 
· Do you agree?
· How would you describe what is called the “Digital Revolution”?

On page 13, Challies says that “God has gifted human beings with remarkable ability to dream, create, and invent technologies that serve us as we serve him, technologies that enable us to better serve him.” Do you agree with him?
Rich and Poor
Theory
Experience
Theology








In The Next Story, Challies is going to talk about technology in terms of Theory, Experience, and Theology.
· Discus the Experience, Theory, and Theology of TECHNOLOGY. How can we order these circles and how do these three aspects of technology interact?
· “…Tension between how we use technology, how we know technology operates, and how God expects us to use technology.” [p 14]
· Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman.
· Intersection of Theory and Experience -  “the way technology operates in your life” [p 15]
· Intersection of all 3 – “interested in living in a distinctly Christian way” [ p15]
· “We are looking for that sweet spot where our use of technology is not just thoughtful and informed, but it is informed by the Bible, by an understanding of God’s purpose for technology.” [p 15]
According to Challies, what are the three ways we can respond to the digital world? Do you agree with his discussion of these? [p 16-17]
1. Enthusiastic embrace
2. Strict separation
3. Disciplined discernment

What is Disciplined Discernment?
· “…he relies on the holy Spirit who speaks his wisdom thorough the Bible to learn how he can live with virtuein this new digital world.” [p 17]
The Unfolding of the Next Story
· What does it mean to use our technologies without being used by them? [p 17]
· What do you think of Challies short discussion of the Bible on page 18?

Verses
Exodus 31:1-11 – God puts creativity into the hearts of men.

Chronicles 22:15-15 – God says to use all kinds of craftsmen to honor Him.

Job 14:15 – God gives us a desire for the work we do.

Job 34:11 – When we do our work, we find reward.

Ecclesiastes 3:17 – There is a time for every work.

Ecclesiastes 5:18-20 – we are to enjoy our labor

Galatians 6:3-5 – We need to examine (evaluate) our work.

http://www.crosswalk.com/family/career/what-the-bible-says-about-work-11580993.html



Part 1
Chapter 1: Discerning Technology – (The Theological)
“Chip off the old block” – How are we like God?
· Spiritual beings
· Able to love
· Moral freedom
· Able to create

The practical result of our creative activity is something we call technology.
· Exodus 31:1-11 – God puts creativity into the hearts of men.
· Chronicles 22:15-15 – God says to use all kinds of craftsmen to honor Him.

The Mandate of Technology.
In Genesis 1:28, God tells Adam and Eve, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

On page 23, Challies quotes Nancy Pearsey: In Genesis, God gives what we might call the first job description. “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it…” The first phrase, “Be fruitful and multiply” means to develop the social world, build families, churches, schools, cities, governments, laws. The second phrase, “subdue the earth” means to harness the natural world, plant crops, build bridges, design computers, compose music. Agree or disagree? Why? Where?

He says technology is the creative activity of using tools to shape God’s creation for practical purposes.

Do you believe God expects us to be innovative in fulfilling Genesis 1:28? Does that innovation include the development and use of technology? Is there some inherent good in technology?
The Fall and the Curse
According to Challies, why would technology not be needed in a sinless world, but is required in a sinful world? [ p 24]

The Morality of Technology
Living in a sinful world, things we create can be used for good or evil purposes. On page 25, Challies says, it is not the technology itself that is good or evil; it is the human application of that technology. If we are to look at technology in a Christian way, what three key ideas must we consider? [p 25] Do you agree or disagree with the three ideas? Why or why not?

Referring back to the introduction, we need to apply disciplined discernment to technology. “There is inherent good in creating technology. And yet there is inherent evil in abusing it.” [p 25]
· Matthew 24:4-5 “See to it that no one misleads you. 5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many.
· Matthew 10:16 Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and innocent as doves.
The Heart and Technology
What does Challies mean by the mythic status of technology?
· A feeling that it’s always existed.
· When was the alphabet invented?
· Can we picture a world without television or the internet?
· No longer a strange outsider.
· “Give technology the power to shape and change us…remaking ourselves in its image.”

Can you think of examples?
· A friend and his wife who, before cell phones, didn’t even own a phone.
· Adam and friends who bought pagers because it impressed girls.

“What becomes mythic is only one step removed from becoming idolatrous.” [p27]
· Romans 1:21-23 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.
· Ezekiel 14:1-3 Then some elders of Israel came to me and sat down before me. 2 And the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 3 “Son of man, these men have set up their idols in their hearts and have put right before their faces the stumbling block of their iniquity.
· Isaiah 2:11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.
· Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things [food, shelter and clothing] shall be added unto you.
· Colossians 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
· 1 John 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
Idol Factories
“Gadgets” can be the source o noise and distractions in my life.
· Luke 10:38-42 Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.” 
· Psalm 119:15 I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 
· Matthew 6:24ff “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other....

After 5 days on a vacation without cell phone service, our granddaughter Abbey wrote this.
You’re not going to die without your phone. Shocking, I know. I mean, our phones are how we stay connected, how we know what’s going on in the world… we practically couldn’t survive without them. But, on a little island in a lagoon in the middle of the Baja Peninsula, one does not get cell service. So, for nearly five days, I did not have access to email, texting, phone calls— nothing. And, surprisingly, it was one of the most freeing weeks of my life. I have never thought of myself as being obsessed with my phone. However, when I could no longer use it, I began to realize how much anxiety it has caused me. I always felt like I needed to be checking something, awaiting bad news, good news, responsibilities. I would constantly check and check and check. Not only was the worry it caused me unhealthy, but even more, it was taking away from my time with actual people. Cell phones, T.V., and other technology often act as blinders and make us listlessly look at things for hours that don’t even matter. I absolutely loved not having access to technology that week; I felt more present and alive in those few days than I had felt in a while. It’s alarming to think about how much control that little device had over my mind and my emotions. When we are constantly tied to our phones, we are being pulled between two worlds— the virtual one, and the real one. Choosing the real one is so much better. So, yes, phones are handy, even necessary at times. But, please don’t become so lost in a virtual world that you miss out on the real, raw, beautiful things that are going on around you! I promise, setting your phone aside, even if just for a little while, will not kill you.

How do we know if we own a device or if it owns us?

Chalies says idols hide from us. How do they do that?
Technology as an Idol
How would you define what an idol is? [p 29] How does technology meet that definition? Perspective. Placing greater hope in technology than in God.
· Technology to produce food, do impossible surgeries,
· Communicate with anyone almost anywhere.
· Access to the world’s knowledge

Trying to “fill the void in our heart” with technology instead of with God. We need to remember that God is the ultimate provider.
· Acts 14:17 And yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.
· Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Technology as an Enabler of Idols
Brainstorm ways that technology can be an enabler of idols.

Next Story	Page 2

Idols
· Hoarders
· Porn
· Gambling
· Sports
· Politics

Technologies
· Cell phone
· Computer
· TV






Chapter 2: Understanding Technology – (The Theoretical)
Tim Challies starts by asking a number of questions on page 33. “Is there a hidden cost to using them, a price we must pay to enjoy their benefits? How exactly are these technologies changing us? And are these changes good?”
· Have you ever asked yourself questions like these? If so, how did you answer them? If not, why do you think they never came to mind?

On page 35, Challies says, “Deep inside I think there is a little of the Ludite in all of us.” Do you agree or disagree?

Challies goes on to discuss Ludites and their battle against industrialization. While society may experience wide ranging effects of technological change, pockets of “Ludite” resistance may remain. Can you think of cases where this might be the case?
· Craft Fairs
· Book clubs
·  

“Will these new technologies irrevocably change all that is dear to us, the things we value most?

Let’s look at 5 of Neil Postman’s broad themes.
Technology Involves Both Risk and Opportunity.
Every new technology may solve a problem but it will also introduce new problems. On page 36, Challies says that “we are naturally drawn to the benefits and opportunities of new technologies but rarely pause to consider the risks… The drawbacks are buried deep within.”
· Genesis 4:7 (ESV) If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it.” 
· Proverbs 14:12 (NASB) There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.

1. Segway – evolutionary, not revolutionary. When introduced, the risk was acceptance. It failed. In fact in Challies’ footnote, he mentions the developer was killed when his Segway ran him off a cliff.
2. Nuclear fission – power plants vs bombs
3. Television -  brings world into the home AND relegates news to a form of entertainment. (Neil Postman’s book Amusing Ourselves to Death) Also brought noise, distractions, and enabled sin.)
4. Automobile – mobility and long commutes and changed family structure.
5. New medications (TV ads) – fixing a problem and then the list of warnings.  
6. Cell phone – instant connectivity and interruptions and maybe cancer
7. Internet – access to knowledge and pornography.
The Medium Is the Message
On page 37, Challies says that “every technology has embedded deep within it some kind of ideoloty.” In support of this, he quotes Neil Postman’s reference to 1 Kings 4:32 - He also spoke 3,000 proverbs, and his songs were 1,005. Do you recall how he applied this verse?
RecitationWriting (logic & analysis)Telegraph (speed)Television (immediacy)

What is meant by the term “The Medium Is the Message”?
New technologies bring hidden biases with them which, in some ways, may affect us more deeply that the problem they solve. He quotes Mark Federman of the University of Toronto: “We tend to focus on the obvious. In doing so, we largely miss the structural changes in our affairs that are introduced subtly or over long periods of time.”

He asks a question: Does technology drive changes in our culture or are we in control of the technology? For us, as Christians, there is a third possibility. What is it?
· “As Christians…we can affirm that God in in control, firmly ordaining the course of human progress and societal transformation.”[p 38]
· Yet, he says, we need to remember that technology shapes our lives and our understanding of the world.
· “We will not have understood the Internet until we’ve studied and understood the subtle messages it feeds our minds and our worldviews as we interact with it and use it day after day.” [p 39]
Finding the Message
To live with virtue will require that, when we use our technologies, we are not used by them.
· Matthew 6:22-24 “The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth."
· We may balk at the idea that our technology affects how we live. Yet, children used to sit still for puppet shows and sing songs without a video. Now a live puppet show may bore them but a video of a puppet show will enthrall them.
We need to anticipate the changes that may come with the new technology.
Technology Is Ecological
Challies uses the introduction of a rabbit to Australia as an example of an ecological change. What is meant when he says technology is ecological?
· A technological change is not additive; it changes the core. The telegraph changed what the United States was. It was pervasive. The Internet has changed the world. Our nation and the world is radically different from what it was. Technology will affect more than our individual lives.
On page 40, Challies says, “Such changes to our self-understanding are often impossible to undo. What’s more, we are often oblivious to this kind of systemic change.” And on page 41, he quotes Postman: “…the consequences of technological change are always vast, often unpredictable, and largely irreversible.” Does this cause you any consternation?

On pages 41 and 42, McCluhan’s four questions to help us identify the deep-rooted nature and possible impact of a new technology.
1. What human trait, sense, or experience is enhanced by this new technology?
2. What existing technology is made obsolete by this new one?
3. What old abandoned technology does this technology bring back to mind?
4. What unintended opposite effects might this technology have?

Technology Shifts Power
Techonology often brings changes in power. Sometimes they are planned (Tsar Bomba) and sometimes unplanned. Gutenberg’s printing press made the Bible available to the common man but it also forever changed the role of the Catholic church.
With a new technology, there are those who benefit and those who lose.
· Computer and typewriter – these words changed with technology
· Obama and McCain
We need to ask who are the winners and who are the losers.
· Romans 13:1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.
· Daniel 2:21 It is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men And knowledge to men of understanding.

Technology Is Biological
“Our brains actually change in response to new technologies.” [p 44]
“The brain of a person raised in the print culture is shaped by the dominant ideas inherent in print; the brain of a person raised in a digital culture is necessarily shaped by the dominant ideas inherent in the digital.” [p 44] Challies demonstrates this observation by talking about how much time we spend on TV and mobile devices. He says many of us are moving into a state of partial attention by having our lives continually at the mercy of multi-tasking with devices that call for our attention. He says this damages “our ability to devote ourselces to extended periods of thoughtful reflection and contemplation.”
· Psalm 1:1-3 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.

On page 45, he says “We are molded and formed into the image of whatever shapes us.” If God is the potter and we are the clay, what kind of concerns might Challies’ statement raise?

Can you think of any examples of how the digital age is shaping individuals differently?
· Political polarization



Chapter 3: A Digital History – Experiential
How does Challies use the life of Laura Ingles Wilder to show how fast technology is changing?

Digital Prehistory
In 1800, nothing moved faster than the speed of a horse. It took days to travel between cities and months to send a letter from Boston to San Francisco.
The Information Age
· Trains (1830-1900) 40 miles of rails to 160000miles
· 1844 – Morse code.  Codifying language transmission.
· Within 2 decades the telegraph had stretched across the US and the Atlantic.
· On August 27, 1883. Krakatoa erupted in the largest eruption in history. Within hours the world knew about it. Start of sensationalism in the news?
· Integration of the phone outpaced even that of the telegraph.
· Newspapers changed. No longer was it necessary for local papers to carry only local news.
· News changed. (Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman.)
· “What was useful information in one town would garner virtually no interest in the next. But in the age of telegraph, information became an end in itself and was increasingly disengaged from context or locale.” [p 51]
· “Even as the telegraph made people feel less isolated and developed communal identity around common experiences and shared knowledge, it also began to eliminate those features that had made each community different.” [p 51]
· Information became good in itself.
· On page 52, Challies says, “news from nowhere, addressed to no one in particular, gave people much to talk about but little to act on. It entertained and outraged but demanded no response, no action.”  [p 52] Can you see examples of this today?
· Political polarization.
· We can watch whatever news tickles our fancy.
· Lots of facts but intimate knowledge of very little.
· Proverbs 10:19  ESV When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips is prudent. 
· Proverbs 12:18  ESV There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing.
· Proverbs 29:20  ESV Do you see a man who is hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him.

The Rise of the Image

[image: ]
https://medium.com/@jocatorres/how-does-the-lifecycle-of-a-software-product-work-a8e3155f2488

On page 53, Challies says that owing in large part to our dedication and devotion to the visual media, “The media itself says something more important than the message it happens to convey at any given moment.” What would you say TV is “saying” that is more important than the momentary message?
· Is one picture really worth 1000 words? (A similar phrase was used in 1918 and then used in 1927 with 10000 words instead of 1000.)
· The idea of what is true is no longer determined by thought, but by feeling. Advertising now focuses on images rather than words.
· We now make decisions using the right brain for images rather than the left brain for words.
· “Television gives us a new identity. A new ideology. A new idolatry.” [p 54] Thoughts?
· Psalm 19:14  ESV Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.

On page 54, Challies says, “The televised brain candy we consume doesn’t develop—or even require—any mental capacity.” Do you agree or disagree? What do you think would be the implications of this if it is true?
· News becomes entertainment, “fantastically light and amusing.”
· The image test for leaders.
· Hebrews 4:12  ESV For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
The Dawn of the Digital
Beginning in the 1970’s a new technology began to arise, one that divided us.  Some of us are digital immigrants while others are digital natives. And some might be classified as digital dismissers. 

Digital Immigrants
Can you recall a pre-digital world? What was it like? How did it differ from today?

How did we communicate before the “Dawn of the Digital”? Our granddaughter values written letters. Her boyfriend would rather text. How might this affect a relationship?

Digital Natives
Those born into the digital age are “Digital Natives.” If you are one of these, how do you perceive a pre-digital world? 

Does the Digital Native perceive a difference between life online and life offline? Or are they just integrated into life? What are some problems resulting from the blurring of this line?
· Cyber bullying.
· Online friends vs flesh and blood friends.
· Quality of life based on the digital world
· Proverbs 18:24 NIV A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.

The Growth of the Computers
PC’s brought the power of the computer into the home. What was the first computer in your home? For what was it used?

When I began working for Kodak, computers filled rooms and the common interface was either punched cards or paper tape.  On the early Mariner missions the control systems consisted of analog circuits made up of hard-wired logic. By Mariner VIII, digital circuits replaced the analog electronics, and those were used on Mariner X as well as the Viking Orbiter. Computer words were 16 bits long (now 64). The processors were slow. Engineers used slide rules to do calculations. Computer memory was in terms of K instead of M or G. Programmers struggled to make judicious use of 4K blocks of memory. At launch Voyager only had 2 spare bytes. [https://history.nasa.gov/computers/Ch6-2.html] 

Beginning about 2000, social media networks appeared. (Blogs, Facebook, MySpace…)

Now television can be shown on the computer and a TV can be used as a computer monitor.

Ancillary technologies
· Cellular networks 
· GPS
· Internet
· Challies refers to mobile phones as rite-of-passage, coming-of-age devices. Have you seen this as the case? Does this support his contention that it becomes part of a person’s identity?
· Gaming consoles
· Digital cameras
· E-Readers

Now smart phones can do it all!

On page 58, Challies says, “We made computers our slaves but found that in our reliance on computers we had also become slaves…We began to wonder: Who is really in control? Who controls whom?” How do we let this happen?
· By our dependence on computers.

Artificial Intelligence: 
Elon Musk, the Tesla and SpaceX CEO, is warning that “Robots will do everything better than us." But he's worried about more than the job market. "AI is a fundamental existential risk for human civilization, and I don't think people fully appreciate that," Musk said. He said he has access to cutting-edge AI technology, and that based on what he's seen, AI is "the scariest problem." 
[http://www.npr.org/2017/07/17/537686649/elon-musk-warns-governors-artificial-intelligence-poses-existential-ris] 

The Conquest of the Digital
The Internet provided the means to bind all our devices together. “The Internet unifies the identity of a person across time and space, but it also binds device to device and person to device.” [p 59]

The Internet
· The democratization of information – 
· ArpanetNYSERnetWWW
· Increased speed and bandwidth moved it from words to images, sounds, and video while text has become less important.

Do you think the Internet has dwarfed Guttenberg’s printing press?

“So here we sit today, surveying the landscape after the digital explosion. We live in the glare of screens; we outsource our memories to bits and bytes; we experience some of our deepest and most important relationships through ethereal networks powered by electricity and computer hardware. We are a digital people—a digital generation, dependent on our devices.”

A thought: An EMP (Electro Magnetic Pulse) is a pulse of energy that can disrupt or destroy electronics. It results from lots of different causes. One is a nuclear explosion. But the sun is also another source. Usually, such natural disruptions are minor and temporary. The first recorded damage from an electromagnetic pulse came with the solar storm of August 1859—the Carrington Event. It was the largest solar storm in recorded history. Sunspots and flares could be seen on the sun. It was followed by a huge geomagnetic storm. The Northern Lights could be seen across the world, and were bright enough to read a newspaper by. Telegraph systems in Europe and North America threw sparks, set light to paper and gave their operators electric shocks.
· Loss of electrical grid
· Loss of satellites (GPS & communications) – no credit cards
· Loss/destruction of electrical devices
· The biggest problem in Puerto Rico is the loss of the electric infrastructure.

Aside: Talk to Your Tech
Living within that sweet spot where the three circles intersect:
[image: ]
Four Questions to ask of our devices and technology
1. Why Were You Created? Sometimes takes work. As consumers, we may not know what the original purpose was. Sometimes the technology comes first and then the problem it solves.

2. What Is the Problem To Which You Are the Solution, and Whose Problem Is It? We should think carefully about what we hope to accomplish using a technology. New products are not always accepted. (The Snuggie) Sometimes the problem it solves is not our problem. 

3. What New Problems Will You Bring? Consider potential new problems and who is hurt  by the new technology. 

4. What Are You Doing To My Heart?  Why do we want the new device?  Is it becoming my idol? Or is it increasing the control of some other idol over me? Why do I really need this device?



Part 2
Chapter 4: Speaking, Truthing, Loving, Living (Communication)
The Growth of Communication
The Rise of Social Media
Mobile Me
The Idolatry of Communication

The Challenges of Communication.
The Decline of Face To Face

Input from Abbey

The Tongue

100 things I’d rather hold in my hands than my phone
http://www.racheladawson.com/blog/2017/1/9/the-100-things-id-rather-hold-than-my-phone?rq=100%20things%20i%27d%20rather

Speaking, Truthing, Loving
Speaking
Truthing
Loving
To Whom Much Is Given
Application :: Christian Communication
The Intersection
· Experience
· We love digital communication.
· It has become an integral component of our culture.
· There are new realities to grapple with.
· Theory
· There are always unexpected consequences to our use of digital technology.
· With the benefits, come drawbacks.
· Theology
· Digital devices are neither good nor evil.
· Because we live in a sinful world, they can draw our hearts away from God.
How can we ensure in practical ways that we are specking truth in love?
1. Be visible – “If anonymity can be an enemy and a refuge, then visibility can work to keep us from slipping into sinful patterns of living and communicating.” “Always distrust yourself.”
2. Be accountable – Let friends and family know what you are doing on line. Make us think before hitting Post.
a. How can we do this?
b. Why friends and family?
3. Be real
a. Don’t’ become someone else online.
4. Be mature
a. Act like a mature Christian.
b. Paul says there is a relationship between maturity and speaking truth in love.
i. VERSE

Questions for Reflection [page 87]


Chapter 5: LIFE in the REAL WORLD (Mediation / Identity)
· Can you remember your first TV, first computer, first cell phone, first smart phone…?
· The impact of the “screen.” Where were you? Pearl Harbor (1941) vs Twin Towers (2001) Some of us remember the assassination of JFK.
· Over the last 5 – 10 year (or more), do you find yourself spending increasingly more time in the digital world? Do you think mediated communication has affected your face to face communication? How?
· How do you fit in with the screen time survey on page 90?
· Challies ends this chapter saying that, while mediated communication” will lead to problems, there are some good applications of such digital media. We just need to make sure we are using it ONLY as a supplemental tool. What would you say are some good uses of this technology?
· People with disabilities. Businesses and ministries that benefit from quick and efficient communications. [p 97]
· Remote meetings. Time zone differences…
What Is Media? 
Challies definition of medium: A medium is, quite simply, something that stands between. He says that using a digital medium in communication means it “stands between the one who creates sounds or images and the one who receives them.” [p 91]

Society has evolved from storytelling to phones to radio to television to computers. Challies proposes that “soon we will be spending more time in the glare of a screen than we spend outside of it.” [p 91]

Face-to-Face
“While there may be some unique opportunities afforded by mediated contact, I would argue that it is, in fact, a lower form of communication.” [p 92]
The Im-mediate God
1. According to Challies, what does immediate mean? What does this have to do with Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:8?  (With sin, the unmediated became mediated.)
a. Genesis 3:8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
2. On page 93, Challies says “all mediation involves overcoming some kind of limitation.” What was the limitation in the case of Adam and Eve? What about between us and God?
a. We want an un-mediated relationship with God. 
i. Numbers 6:24-26 The LORD bless you, and keep you; 25 The LORD make His face shine on you, And be gracious to you; 26 The LORD lift up His countenance on you, And give you peace.
b. Sin requires that relationship be mediated by Jesus and the Holy Spirit.
c. Scripture tells us that in the new earth and new  heaven that relationship will once more be direct. 
i. 1 Corinthians 13:12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now I know in part, but then I will know fully just as I also have been fully known
ii. Revelation 22:4 they will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads.
iii. 1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
The Im-mediate Man
Challies says that if the ideal communication between God and us is unmediated, then that is what is best for human communication as well. Do you have any thoughts on this one way or the other?
· Made in His image.
· Tyranny of the Urgent

When Challies says on page 94 that “as our information technologies extend one or more of our abilities, they also tend to disembody the information they convey,” what does he mean? 
· There is good in the compensation of weaknesses, but there is also a problem in that the information is detached from the sender.
· Originally, prior to the written word, all communication was face to face. With the alphabet, came writing; and communication could be disembodied. (“The poet became superfluous.”) And a certain element of richness was lost. With the digital age, information could be shared immediately and with images. What do you think was gained and what lost with this change? 
· Compared with face to face communication, what are some of the limitations of text and email?
· Signals of voice and body language. 
· Misunderstanding of words/phrases…inability for immediacy of Q&A.
[image: ]
· Loss of hand signals in speech.
· What does Challies mean when he says we become one dimensional? (Loss of above)
· Even the written word carried certain additional information—formatting, paper stock, …
· Text and emails lose the signals of voice and body language. (Even video does the same when interactive responses are missed.) Challies notes that emoticons is the attempt to overcome this limitation.
· As mentioned at the top of this chapter, there are valid reasons to employ digital communications. But what should be the focus of our communication?
· In our communications we should “move toward intimacy and avoid distancing ourselves from one another.” [p 97]
Digital Disincarnation
When we sent letters to communicate over distances, we knew they were not us; they were simply a representation of our words. How has this changed with the use of texts, emails, Facebook, Instagram, etc.?

Challies spends a couple of pages on the movie Avatar. How might we today live life in ways similar to Sully, the hero who lived vicariously through his avatar?
· People with fears of being in public. People physically restricted. Game playing becoming more real than life. People who interact in online blogs.
· “Like Sully, we can begin to identify with our media and feel more comfortable within them than outside of them.” [p 99]
· We can be different online from offline. As an author, I may want to make political comments, but on my author page I don’t want to offend. Like the hairdresser who is whoever her client wishes her to be but with friends she is herself. Is multiplicity of identity a bad thing? [Challies discusses also on page 102]

How is the Internet a place? [p 99] 
· Virtual world vs “Letter world?”
· What characteristic of digital media might lend itself to us seeing the Internet as a place?
· The real-time nature of our interactions—we are here and there at the same time.
The New Gnosticism
On page 100, Challies relates the idea of disincarnation to Gnosticism where the physical is bad while the spiritual is good, which is a basic belief of Eastern religions. It is also prevalent in SciFi movies and books. How is this opposed to basic Christian beliefs?
· Christ was fully God and fully man. 
· Colossians 2:9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form
· John 20:26-29 Thomas doubts and then sees Jesus body with its wounds.
· Romans 1:22-23 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.

In referring to a lady who overcame a social phobia through the digital media, Challies says on page 102 that “freedom without what makes us whole and complete human beings is really no freedom at all.” Comment on this statement.
Real Space and Cyberspace
Challies discusses the negative impact of cyberspace on churches. Generally, the problem is that virtual communities lack the emotional ties of REAL communities as well as geographical context. Do you think the purpose of the community might make a difference?
· Book review groups
· Video conferencing 
How is this move away from grouping to individualism spiritually a bad thing?
· Shared interests vs shared space means we become less tied to others. In a physical church, God brings together a wide variety of people with whom we build relationships. In the cyber world we tend to look for folks like us.
Networked Individualism
Why might the virtual binding of relationships not be strong? 
· “Without the traditional ties of geography and genetics, we have less reason to care for our communities, to nurture them, to be concerned with their long term strength and success.” [p 104] 
Real Church and Cyberchurch
“Churches are bound together by shared belief and, even more-so, the common presence of the Holy Spirit.” [p 105]

“Virtual churches are products of two inexhaustible torrents redirecting twenty first century human development: the exponential rate of technological growth and postmodernism.
Christian Love
Love promotes fellowship and fellowship promotes love. They are tied together.
· Acts2:42-47 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.
· 1 Peter 1:22 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart,
· Hebrews 10:24-25 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
· Hebrews 13:18-19 Pray for us, for we are sure that we have a good conscience, desiring to conduct ourselves honorably in all things. 19 And I urge you all the more to do this, so that I may be restored to you the sooner. 
· 1 Thessalonians 2:17 But we, brethren, having been taken away from you for a short while—in person, not in spirit—were all the more eager with great desire to see your face.


Christian Community
“Church is not an event; it is people—people whom God calls us to love.” [p 108]
· Technologycommunities of interestcustom built churches
· A local radio station is advertising the “world’s largest small group.” Not that this is necessarily wrong, but what cautions do you think we should be aware of before getting involved in something like this?
· Christians are to love one another more than we do ourselves.
· Philippians 2:3-4 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
· When considering use of the digital media, don’t let the exception become the rule.
A Lesson from a Brother
Brother Andrew smuggled Bibles into communist countries. He also brought a message of hope to churches by greeting them face to face.

“If we are to fulfill God’s mandate on earth, we will need to communicate less often so we can communicate more. We will need to forsake the ease and the pace of quantity for the reflective significance of quality.” [p 110]
Application :: Mediated Relationships
The Intersection
· Experience
· Mediation is increasing.
· Face-to-face is losing ground to mediation.
· We experience comfort in mediated communication.
· Theory
· There is a biological component to technology.
· The ways we communicate affect us as much as the message they convey.
· Theology
· Scripture points us to the joy of face-to-face communication.
· Mediation is a concession.
· What does this mean?
What is it about mediation that gives it such a strong appeal?
1. We’ve lost the big picture.
a. We allow what is convenient to overrule what may be better or best.
b. “Without the big picture to guide us…we have fallen into unhealthy patterns.
i. What is the big picture. 
2. Mediated communications is easy and safe.
a. The tendency is to avoid voice calls. We see feel that they
i. strip us of control,
ii. are impolite.
b. “We prefer what requires less of us ahead of what requires more.” [p 111]
3. Mediated communications requires less focus and time.
a. “In a world with so much distraction, a world of near-constant communication, it is difficult to dedicate time to one person at a time and one task at a time.” [p 112]
4. Mediated communication gives us greater control.
a. “Much of what appeals to us in digital life is the illusion of control it gives us. Life online tends to be much less messy, much more predictable, than life in the world of flesh and blood.” [p 112]

God never calls us to a life of ease, a life in which we maintain control and do things on our own terms. Give examples: Marriage, friendships, communities

Questions for Reflection
Discuss the questions on page 113.


Chapter 6: TURN OFF and TUNE IN (Distraction) 

Luke 10:38-42 (ESV) Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village. And a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”

Introduction: Use Tim Challies’ video: Why Are We So Distracted?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdrID6pb0Gw

Discuss the meaning of the Beep and share experiences with the Beep.
· “Pay attention to me!”
· Vacation without cell coverage
· The beep seeks you out; it calls to you. It is not something to avoid like a rock in the road.
· It can call us away from close relationships,
· Are we people who respond to the Beep OR are we becoming people OF the Beep?

The Selective Attention Test

Here is a good video by Christopher Chabris and Daniel Simons. See TheSelectiveAttentionTest.docx handout.

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJG698U2Mvo) 

Use it as a case study showing the impact of distractions. It is called the Selective Attention Test. It is available on YouTube for INDIVIDUAL viewing, not for groups. So, you can ask you class members to log on at home and view it. If you want to include it in a teaching curriculum, you must purchase it from http://www.viscog.com/ordering/. You can also view it INDIVIDUALLY at http://www.theinvisiblegorilla.com/videos.html.

The Danger of Distraction
Romans 10:2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.
DistractionsShallow thinkingShallow living
To think deeply, we need to conquer our distractions.
Identifying Our Distraction
Two areas of change that arise from the rise of digital technology:
1. Changed  understanding of time and space
2. The modern virtues of speed and capacity

Time and Space
How has the measurement of time affected our lives?
· Sense of order
· Impact of the clock-analog (see past and future) vs digital (of the moment)
· Regulate activity in factories
· Church chimes
· Schedules
· Punctual meetings
· Curfews
· Anniversaries
· Meetings

How has our concept of space affected our lives?
· Know where we are
· GPS
· Communication is no longer limited by distance
· The old phones fixed us to a place. “Is John there?” Cell phones find us wherever.
· Our space is now mobile and distractions can find us anywhere.
· Tyranny of the Urgent
· Matthew 6:24 ESV “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and ________."

“We sought to conquer time and space to exercise dominion, to control the creation for our own benefit. Somewhere along the way the tables have been turned. We are now the ones being controlled. It’s no wonder, then, that we are being distracted. We are slaves to our own inventions.” [p. 121]

Speed and Capacity
“While the Industrial Revolution turned man into a machine, the digitization has imposed on him the identity of constant activity, of never-ending motion.” [p 121]

Is our use of digital devices training us to assume that greater speed and greater capacity are universal virtues? What does it mean to “transfer the virtues of digital devices to our own lives?” [p 122]

Speed
Pressures of life. We are left behind if we don’t embrace the newer technologies.
Contemplative life vs busy life
· Proverbs 24:30-34 I passed by the field of the sluggard And by the vineyard of the man lacking sense, 31 And behold, it was completely overgrown with thistles; Its surface was covered with nettles, And its stone wall was broken down. 32 When I saw, I reflected upon it; I looked, and received instruction. 33 “A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to rest,” 34 Then your poverty will come as a robber And your want like an armed man.
· Stop, watch, and learn

Capacity
The drive toward productivity
Why is it we feel we must always be productive?
· Life passes quickly
· We  want to leave our mark

To whom are we ultimately accountable? 
· What would you say are key differences between a busy life and contemplative life?
· Luke 5:15-16 But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of their sicknesses. 16 But Jesus Himself would often slip away [f]to the [g]wilderness and pray.
Shallow Thinking
How would you describe the differences between shallow thinking and deep thinking?
Multitasking
A computer multitasks by slicing time according to some algorithm and (in some kind of round robin fashion) interleaving the execution of multiple programs (tasks) based on those slices of time.

Because we want to do more and more in the time we have, some of us turn to multi-tasking.
Do you multitask? Why?

What are possible problems that result from multi-tasking?
Sacrifice quality in favor of quantity, depth in favor of width
Stress
Really spend more time on the accumulated tasks than if done one at a time

By making productivity and efficiency ends in themselves, they become our idols. [p. 126]

What do the following verses say about the quality and motivation or our heart? (speed and efficiency VS quality and motivation)
· 1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
· Colossians 3:17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.
· 2 Corinthians 5:9  Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing to Him.
· Matthew 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 14 You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
· Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Skimming
Partially based on our perusal of web pages, Challies states on page 127 that “we have lost the ability to read and study in a sustained way.” Do you agree with this analysis? What examples of this have you seen if any?
Short sentences
Twitter

Google’s goal according to Irene Au, Google’s user experience director, is “to get users in and out really quickly. All our design decisions are based on that strategy.” [p 127] Can you think of examples of how digital media is training us to be skimmers?
Web pages
Twitter limits
Blog page sizes < 250 words

What does the following verse say about how we should study scripture?
· 2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;

Thinking Deeply
If allowing beeps leads to a distracted existence, then we should learn how to silence the Beeps and focus.

The Christian mind
It is incumbent upon Christians “to know what is true and to reject what is false.” How do we walk in a manner worthy of the Lord’s calling on us? What are some things that tend to keep us from walking in that way?
· Colossians 1:9-10
· Acts 17:11
· Psalm 119:148 

Heart, Soul, Mind, Strength
“As Christians we know that God calls us to live with virtue, to live thoughtfully before Him, to use our God-given minds to live in a way that honors Him.” [p 131]
Application :: An Undistracted Life
The Intersection
· Experience
· We are increasingly distracted by the technology…the beep.
· Theory
· How are devices created in our image?
· Our commitment to them is shaping who we are.
· Theology
· “There is great benefit to remaining undistracted, to focus our hearts and minds on what matters most.” 
· What matters most and how do focus in that rather than the distractions?
How can we live in a deep and meaningful way?
1. Discover Distraction
a. Identify our distractions
b. Measure your use of media
i. How do we use it?
ii. Don’t under-report it.
c. Find the beeps.
i. Which media is most distracting for you?
ii. When does the beep violate your time and space?
1. How do you view your time and space?
d. Find what dulls
i. “Are there certain websites or media you use when you’re bored?”
2. Destroy Distraction - Remove them to free your mind and heart to pursue better things.
a. Delete and unsubscribe
b. Focus on substance – distractions keep you shallow.
3. Cultivate Concentration – we learn to be distracted. We can unlearn it.
a. Focus – dedicate more time to quality things.
b. Write – Take up journaling; write letters. This requires greater focus.
4. Seek Solitude – Replace distraction with solitude. Digital silence. The danger is that silence can seem boring.
a. Take a digital fast. Can you do it?!
i. Set aside the phone, TV, digital toys, and computer.
b. Take a digital vacation.
i. Extend the fast to a week.
c. Carve digital free times.
i. Commit to times free from digital distractions.

Questions for Reflection

Aside: Your Family and Media
Educate
Fence
Mentor
Supervise




Chapter 7 – More Is Better (Information)
This chapter addresses the exponential growth in information availability. Dr. Hallowell of Harvard Medical School has identified a disorder he refers to as Attention Deficit Trait.  Overloading the brain with too much input will tend to limit creativity.  People live at a much more surface level. It limits our time. 
· 1 Corinthians 14:20 Brethren, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.

INFORMATION IS NOT ENOUGH
What does the Bible say about our search for wisdom?
· Proverbs 1:1-5 The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel: 2 To know wisdom and instruction, To discern the sayings of understanding, 3 To receive instruction in wise behavior, Righteousness, justice and equity; 4 To give prudence to the naive, To the youth knowledge and discretion, 5 A wise man will hear and increase in learning, And a man of understanding will acquire wise counsel,
· How can we do this in a glut of information?
· Proverbs 8:6-7 “Listen, for I will speak noble things; And the opening of my lips will reveal right things. 7 “For my mouth will utter truth; And wickedness is an abomination to my lips.
· The need to discern the quality of the source. What is the ultimate source?
· James 1:5 But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.
· Proverbs 9:10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.
· How to filter the information.
· To live in a distinctly Christian way.

On pages 140-141, Challies contends that, in practice, the way to wisdom is:
DataInformationKnowledgeWisdom
Discuss the meaning of each of these (Data, Information, Knowledge, Wisdom). Do you agree with this progression?
1. T.S. Eliot: Where is the Life we have lost in living? Where is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge we have lost in information?
2. Data - Numbers, words, pictures, at the atomic level, with no relational underpinning
3. Information – The who, what, when, where, why, how of data.
4. Knowledge – Makes information useful. A “general awareness or possession of information, facts, ideas, truths, or principles.”
5. Wisdom – Using knowledge to make good decisions. Applying facts and knowledge to life situations.
6. We are to live with wisdom, not just data, knowledge, and information.
7. “We hear little about wisdom today. Instead, we hear more and more about the importance of information…” [p 140]
8. In the digital age we strive to accumulate data and information. Knowledge and wisdom are not as important.
9. Information and distraction are closely connected.
10. “When we are disconnected from our sources of information, we feel as though we are disconnected from the world…” [p 141]

GLUT
At the start of this section, Challies says “For most of human history, information was a scarce resource.”
With the printing press came readily available books expanding the amount of available information. But it was still limited by publishing companies and agents. Time delays.
With the digital age came both eBooks and print on demand. Now anyone can publish a book IMMEDIATELY. 
eBooks are often marketed for FREE.
Blogs, Twitter, 
“The filters are gone; we are gorging ourselves on information.” [p 142] The exponential growth of information. 

Why All This Glut
According to Challies, there are 2 main causes for this GLUT of data: [p 143]
1. How does our digital technology creates this glut? 

2. Our ideology demands it. He refers to our near deification of information as informationism. Discuss is vs ought, observation vs intimacy, measurement vs meaning. Have you seen examples of this?

Information Overload
In discussing the impact of this Glut, Challies says we have print age brains in a digital world. This leads to an overload. On page 144, he references John Naish’s nourishment-free information. How would you define that term? Can you think of some examples?
· Junk data
· Time robbing
· Meaningless or pointless information passed through emails, phone calls, and texts. 
· In the eye of the beholder?
· How many emails do you delete without even opening?

Are we “so overloaded by information that we no longer have the time (or ability) to ponder that information, to consider it, to take the time to study it and analyze it and meditate on it”? [p 146]

KNOWLEDGE VERSUS ACCESS
Sometimes we just want information for information’s sake, with no real purpose. And it’s readily available. Challies discusses the obsolescence of the old style card catalogues in libraries and how online relational databases now make searching for data a simple matter. “Our access to information is a mile wide, but our knowledge is just an inch deep.” [p 147]

He talks about two levels of knowledge. One example involves traveling through a series of countries on a train. We can stay on the train and get a cursory view of the country or we can get out in each country and get to know the culture and the people.
· In a cruise ship stop in South Korea on a Sunday, my wife and I decided to forego a planned tour and take a taxi to a local church to worship with the people. That was the best decisions!

What is the difference between knowledge OF something and knowledge ABOUT something? First, address it in the context of marriage then in a general application.
· About is general knowledge concerning my spouse is readily available like preferences, likes, dislikes, and hobbies. Of would be more intimate things like who she is behind closed doors.
· In a general sense, knowledge of something requires time, study, and analysis.

How does the availability of all this information affect morality of its use? [p 149]
· Because I want the lyrics to a song, I download it illegally without copyright concerns.
· Download essays from the internet to submit as my own work.
· “Heart knowledge is downplayed in favor of using the information to get what we want…”

MEMORY
“Memories stored electronically are not the same as those stored in our minds and hearts.” [p 149-150]
Outsourcing of Memory
One of the great things about our digital age is that we don’t need to KNOW everything; we just need to know where to go to find the information we need. Challies uses the bee sting example. Can you think of ways in which we “are beginning to see electronic memory as superior to organic memory”?
· Storing videos, pictures
· Saving excerpts from online docs
· 

On page 150, Challies asks a couple of good questions. “What use is there in memorizing Scripture if I can access my favorite translation (and hundreds of others) faster than I can begin to recite it? Why expend effort in getting the Bible into my heart and mind if I already have it in my pocket?” Answer and discuss these questions.

It’s easy for us to equate the human brain to a hard drive. Movies portray that as true. What are some problems that result from that comparison?
· A computer stores information while the brain stores it, processes it over time, and turns it into knowledge.
· “Biological memory is a living memory; computer memory is not.” [p 151]
· “Empty minds will beget empty hearts and empty lives.” [p 151]
What is the benefit of memorizing scripture?
· Helps us put it into our heart.
· Required for meditation on that scripture.
· 
Eternality of Information
This is good time to review the idea that DataInformationKnowledgeWisdom. Do you agree with Challies’ progression?

Many online digital archives (including our online searches, according to Challies) are not purged; their information remains available into the future. In reference to this characteristic of online information, on page 152 Challies makes the comment, “Forgetting is a natural part of the human experience and a natural function of the human grain. It is a feature, not a bug—one that saves us from being owned by our memories.”

“Can a world that never forgets be a world that truly forgives?” [p 153]
· Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us.
· Hebrews 8:12 “FOR I WILL BE MERCIFUL TO THEIR INIQUITIES, AND I WILL REMEMBER THEIR SINS NO MORE.”
· God has forgotten our transgressions against Him.
· How can we forget, when Facebook and blogs have an “eternal” record of wrongs!

OUTSIDE THE TORRENT
“As we deal with increasing levels of information, we have to develop skills to distinguish between what is important and what is mundane.” [p 154]

“…information is a great servant but a lousy master.” [p 154]

The Intersection
· Experience – We are prone to lose knowledge in the midst of all of the data and information.
· Theory – Amid the opportunities provided by new sources of information, we risk that the information we love will overwhelm us.
· Theology – We must live distinctly Christian lives marked by God’s wisdom.

Application :: Growing in Wisdom
The Intersection
· Experience
· We are prone to lose knowledge in the midst of all the data and information that surrounds us…the glut.
· Theory
· The benefit of information at our fingertips also provides an environment where the information can overwhelm us.
· Theology
· We must live distinctly Christian lives marked by God’s wisdom.

How can we live in the sweet spot between access and being overwhelmed?
1. Get Wisdom
More information does not equate to more knowledge and more wisdom. Less may be better. There is a difference between information, knowledge, and wisdom; we need to know and understand the difference.
· Proverbs 4:7 The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; And with all your acquiring, get understanding.
2. Measure Input
We can measure media, but measuring information is harder. Take a day or two and focus on your sources of information. (I.e. Facebook, newspapers, blogs, websites, radio, text messages, social media,…) Ask which is useful and which is just noise.
3. Choose Quality Over Quantity
Reduce the sources of input by cutting out those sources that provide poor information of little value. Emphasize quality over quantity. For example, on Facebook, hide or de-friend sources of mindless links. And strive to not be a source of these kinds of posts.
4. Simplify
“As you consider reducing your sources of information, consider nontechnical solutions. Consider moving backward instead of forward.” [p 155]
5. Memorize
Memorize scripture. “Ruminating” on scripture will help us evaluate our sources of information.
6. Make It Count
“Make every bit of information you access count.” [p 156] Which information will benefit your life and your faith?

Questions for Reflection [p 156]



Chapter 8: HERE COMES EVERYBODY (Truth / Authority)
When we “Google” a topic and Wikipedia comes up, how did you view its information prior to this lesson? Do you view it differently now? How does Challies recommend we use Wikipedia? What’s the difference between the Encyclopedia Britannica and Wikipedia?
· Questions of accuracy
· Modification by anyone
· Reviewers
· # of articles
· Amount of data
· Frequency of updates

On page 160, Challies says, “Our understandings of truth and authority are changing in this digital world.”
TRUTH, CONSENSUS, RELEVANCE
What do the following verses tell us about Truth?
· John 17:3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
· John 14:6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me…”
· John 16:13 But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come.
· Job 37:16 “Do you know about the layers of the thick clouds, The wonders of one perfect in knowledge…”
· “We do not say God has truth; we say God IS truth.” [p 160]
· If you want to find out if something is true, “find out what God thinks about it, and think the same thing. That is truth.” [p 160]

How does the world determine truth? Where do we go for answers to our questions? If for each of our questions we “Google” it, how do we conform to verses like these?
· Ephesians 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;
· Colossians 3:10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him—
· 1 Peter 1:16 because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.”
· Psalm 12:6 The words of the Lord are pure words; As silver tried in a furnace on the earth, refined seven times.
· Psalm 139:17 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them!
· John 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.
· Grudem: “In a society that is exceedingly careless with the truthfulness of spoken words, we as God’s children are to imitate our Creator and take great care to be sure that our words are always truthful.”
· As a child, my parents stressed that lying was worse than the offense that led to the lie.

Do you think our concept of truth is changing in today’s culture? Do you think, as Challies warns, that a changing truth will change us in subtle ways?

Truth by Consensus
“Wikis measure truth by consensus.” [p 168] Challies describes doing a Google search on words with theological import. The top result was a reference to Wikipedia in each case. So, is Wikipedia now the definitive source for the meaning of truth, authority, knowledge, wisdom, power, God, and salvation?

How is Wikipedia an example of defining truth by consensus?

What was your impression of the discussion of Wikipedia’s advantages and disadvantages?
· Pluses
· It’s dynamic and expansive.
· It relies on numerous sources. Anyone.
· Cheap
· Responsive
· Convenient
· Negatives
· Ignores human nature
· Too little review (Older entries more accurate than newer)
· Too subjective (who does the modifications - politicians and corporations)
· Ignores authority
· Redefines truth – what position is held by the majority
· “Intellectual inquiry involves testing ideas against the canons of evidence” [p 167]

Can you think of examples where consensus opinion and scripture are opposed to one another? [p 167]
· Evolution
· Humans are essentially good
· Bible is a human construct
· Life begins later and later after conception

Truth by Relevance
“Search engines measure truth by relevance.” [p 168] Challies says that search engines are an example of defining truth by relevance. How are search engines examples of defining truth by relevance?
· Relevance in Googles search results is determined by an algorithm created by mathematicians.
· The order of the returned results also place a high emphasis on the number of links to a page.
· They return the most “relevant” results at the top of the results list. So, are search engines now a definitive source for the meaning of spiritual and theological questions?

Truth’s Shaking Foundation
How relevant do you think Challies’ concern is that we are in danger of redefining what truth is?
· Will young people begin defining truth in the Google or Wiki way?
· We need to take care that the “new” truth does not redefine us.
· Real “truth flows from the one who is Truth.” [p 169]
Authority
Authority is related to Truth. Both flow out of God.
· Romans 13:1 Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.
· God as Creator has an imbued authority.
· Even human authority should exist in submission to God’s authority.
· Challies says that because authority is about order, it is important that we show “the world that God is a God of order rather than chaos.” [p 170]

Radical Egalitarianism
What does Challies mean by “The cult of the amateur” on page 171?

What is the danger when “In the place of a few experts we have many amateurs…”? [ p 171]
· People claiming non-existent crentials.
· Crowd-sourcing. Instead of experts, let the masses decide.
· Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology vs theology by common conscent.

Truth in an Old Way
The 8 minute video “Loose Change”, made by 3 young movie makers, claimed the Bush administration was behind 9/11. It was made for $2000. Though it contained misrepresented facts, it became truth in the eyes of many through popular acclaim on the Internet. A 15 million dollar report made by experts over two years disproved the conspiracy or complicity.

In the Wiki world, “Facts are nearly meaningless since my source is equal to your source.” [p 173]

In a situation of opposing views, Challies says it must be consensus that determines which is right. Why? (my view is as valid as yours) Do you agree?

Application :: Truth and Authority
The Intersection
· Experience
· By using search engines and wikis for answers, they are in a position to redefine truth.
· Theory
· Extensive use of technologies change us. Search engines (by relevance) and wikis (by consensus) will work their philosophy into our heart and mind.
· Theology
How do we maintain an understanding of and defend the idea that truth is what God thinks?
1. Know the One who  is truth
a. We must be committed 1) to God as the source of truth and 2) to finding it in scripture.
b. What does it mean to be committed to God?... to scripture?
2. Be aware
a. Realize the limitations of wikis and search engines. 
b. What are the limitations? Their determination through relevance and “crowd sourcing.”
3. Celebrate authority
a. Authority is related to truth in that authorities in a subject should be the most knowledgeable.
Questions for Reflection
Page 175.


Chapter 9: SEEING and BEING SEEN (Visibility and Privacy)
Everywhere we go, information is gathered on us. Even the going can be stored somewhere through accessing our GPS. The information can be stored in lots of locations. Individually, a piece of data may not mean much. But when looked at in context with other date, it becomes information and knowledge that may reveal more than we would like.

On page 178, Challies says that no one tracks our physical travels, but our digital paths are tracked. “We are under constant surveillance.” Have you ever thought of our forays into the digital world in that way? How does it make you feel?

Two ways to react
1. Ensure we keep important information safe to protect ourselves and our family.
2. Being under surveillance, we either bring honor on God’s name or reproach to his name.

Moreso than ever before, how we live our lives affects others. In Mulan, Mushu the dragon is told to “bring honor to us all.” My mother told me what her parents told her: you bring shame on yourself, you bring shame on the family!

The Numerati
The importance of people:
· Proverbs 13:20 Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools suffers harm.  
· Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

How many of you understand the statement: “There are 10 kinds of people in the world: those who understand binary and those who don’t.”?
 In today’s world, the information about us exists in digital form—in ones and zeros.

On page 179, Challies mentions the Numerati:  To what does the term refer?
· “Mathematicians and computer scientists who are hired by companies to collect and to mine through all of this personal data.”

What kind of information does Facebook have on us?
· Friends, Family, Religion, Hobbies, Images, Education, Dates

What made Google so successful? 
· Turning information about us into money. 
· When I first heard of Google, I thought how could it ever succeed; it didn’t sell a product!

Reducing us to numbers removes the personal aspect of human interaction. 
· Banking loans.
· Impact of size

How might thinking of people in terms of numbers affect our view of people?
· With all the people in the world God still thinks of us individually and uniquely.
· Psalm 139:13-14 For You formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. 14 I will give thanks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Your works, And my soul knows it very well.


In the Public Eye
Everything we do, has the possibility of being in the public eye. 
Digital Detritus
Our gender, birthdate, and zip code can lead to a real person. On page 183, Challies says, “in many ways we are our data.” Do you agree with this?
· Matthew 7:16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?
· What are your digital fruits?

In 2006, AOL released search histories of 650000 people. Even though they anonymized the data, the search information led to real people.
· Searches are a  penetrating window into our lives.
· “The challenge for the Christian is clear: we need to be diligent in living lives marked by what we believe.” [p 186]
· Acts 4:13 Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John and understood that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were amazed, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.
· Luke 8:17 For nothing is hidden that will not become evident, nor anything secret that will not be known and come to light.

Seeing and Being Seen
On page 187, Challies makes the observation that “The only thing worse than being seen is not being seen.” What does this mean? What are examples of this?
· The need for emotional, humorous, …stories.
· Popularity of shows like Extreme Makeover: Home Edition or American Idol
· The desire to be seen AND the desire to watch. To be exploited and to exploit.
· What do you think about Challies statement: “Without our voyeuristic tendencies, our culture’s obsession with exhibitionism would have no audience.”
· YouTube and Reality type shows often make the suffering of others our entertainment.
· 1 Peter 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.
· Matthew 25:21 His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’
· According to Challies, this leads to disrespect and lack of sobriety.

We become what we love. 

“The Bible calls us to so much more. It calls us to live with discretion. The Bible calls us to live lives marked by humility, by respect for one another. It calls us to make little of ourselves so we can make much of Christ.” [p 190]

Application :: Integrity and Security
The Intersection
· Experience
· By using digital technology, we leave data about ourselves as a trail behind us. It can be used for or against us.
· We tend to like seeing and being seen. 
· Theory
· Advances in technology lead to shifts in power. 
· We are increasingly under the power of others.
· Theology
· We cannot separate who we are from what we do.
How do we use the new technologies and minimize our footprint?
1. Be aware
a. Be aware of how our devices leave a trail behind us. 
2. Develop character
a. Today, secular entertainment and Christian character are often at odds. Strive to develop Christian character. How do we do that?
3. Examine your trail
a. Are you concerned with privacy or with covering the tracks of what you’ve been doing?
Questions for Reflection 
Page 191.



Chapter 10: Protecting Your Home (Security)

Use “9 ways to parent well in an age of technology”
http://www.crosswalk.com/family/parenting/parenting-in-the-technology-age.html

With every generation, raising children takes on new challenges never before seen by parents. Think about how parenting has changed through the ages. Before the invention of the light bulb, kids were inside by dark. Now, they can stay out late and see all night. Before the automobile was invented, children had to walk or take the family horse. Now, they are able to travel hundreds of miles in just a few hours. Before the invention of television, kids were outside all the time. Now, there are enough channels in the basic cable package to entertain them 24 hours a day, literally. Before the invention of the internet, kids had to go to the library for hours to do research. Today, with a few clicks from home and they can find what they want in minutes. It used to be that parents had to set a geographical boundary and curfew for their children to obey. In this day and age, those boundaries are primarily online. “Don’t go past that landmark” has now been replaced with “Don’t go to that website.”

Like it or not, we are in the zenith of the technological age, and it seems that parenting has to morph just as rapidly as the technologies that are created. Just in the last 15 years, parents have had to address the following technological bombardments: MP3’s, iPods, YouTube, MySpace, Twitter, Facebook, Nook, Kindle, instant messaging, web cams, cell phones, texting, Xbox, DVR, TiVo, and more. To an older ear, some of those terms can bring confusion.

Knowledge is power and too often parents are powerless simply because they don’t even know what they don’t know.

In the introduction to this chapter, Challies describes some of the good things he has seen in the use of technology. Then he lists some of the more common questions he is asked:
· How can I protect my family online?
· How can I allow my children to access the internet while minimizing the risk that they will encounter pornography?
· When should my child get his first computer?
· How much time should my children spend online?
Can you think of more questions?

The Digital Family Plan
Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained [perish], But happy is he who keeps the law.
Goals (3)
Challies sets three goals. 
1. Teach and train children to use the Internet and their devices responsibly.
2. Guard children from seeing or experiencing what they do not know exists.
3. Prevent children from seeing or experiencing what they may desire once they learn that it exists.
In implementation a plan, there are often cautions or warnings. What are some of which we need to be aware as we implement a plan for our families? [p 195]
· No plan is perfect. Children will probably experience what we are trying to prevent.
· What if we, as parents, struggle with what we are trying to prevent in our kids?
· James 3:1 Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.

Planning to Plan
Challies says new devices, apps, social networks, etc. come out multiple times in a year. Do you like to keep up with all the new apps? Do your kids/grandkids?
· The reason for the Proverbs: Proverbs 1:4 To give prudence to the naive, To the youth knowledge and discretion…

What are the three kinds of devices that our plan should cover?
· Fixed – desktop computers, Internet enabled TV’s, gaming consoles – most control
· Mobile – laptops, tablets, smartphones, etc. – lesser control
· Other people’s – friends, libraries, schools, etc - no control
· How well do you know your children’s friends? Are they in your home often? Are you creating opportunities where you can interact with them? Are you placing yourself in proximity (even online) to see, hear or read what is going on in your children’s world? Who do they email or text regularly? If you do not know their closest friends, you do not know who is influencing them, positively and negatively. [crosswalk URL above]
The Phases of the Digital Family Plan
Phase 1: Plan
1. Take an inventory.
2. Budget – Are you able to make Internet security a regular and recurring monthly expense? $20-25 / month will give access to some of the best options.
3. Learn
· Filtering – blocking access
· Accountability – track website visits by device
· Parental Controls – preventing use of certain functions on devices
· Communication – We need to be deliberate in our training and discussions within the family.
Challies recommends the following tools. Have you found other tools to be useful?
· OpenDNS – filtering
· Covenant Eyes – Tracking (with reports) and filtering
· Parental Controls
· Family meetings or 1:1 meetings
4. Decide
· Will you allow children to access the Internet on their mobile devices?
· What is the earliest age at which your children will be allowed to own their own devices?
· Will you have authority to access your children’s devices at any time to monitor what they are saying and doing through them?
· Will you allow your children to use their devices in private areas or only in public areas? 
5. Discuss – prior to implementing, have a family meeting since this plan will impact everyone.

Phase 2: Prepare
Preparation will take some time, so plan for it.
1. Create passwords – Master password, mobile device password, passwords for every family member.
2. Sign up for the services you will use – OpenDNS, Covenant Eyes, etc.
a. Creation of accounts must be by person, by computer.
b. You, as the master account, should have administrator privilege. Children should not.
3. Install OpenDNS and Covenant Eyes and remove Internet access from gaming consoles. Consider removing access to video sites as well.
4. Apply parental controls on mobile devices. See Challies suggested controls on page 201.

Phase 3: Meet
Plan family and 1:1 meetings for feedback and discussions. Stress the importance of building character.
Family Meetings
· Concern
· Privacy
· Passwords
· Readiness
· Assurance
· Mom and Dad
One on one
· For accountability
· See questions on page 202-203

Phase 4: Monitor
Read the Covenant Eyes reports.
Look at OpenDNS reports.
Adjust restrictions as children grow older.
Update plan software packages as updates are released.
Final Thoughts

Epilogue: The NEXT STORY and the STORY AFTER THAT


image1.png
Airplane

100

Telephone

Electricity

Automobile

Internet

Percent penetration in US
o
g

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120
Years since product invented





image2.jpg




image3.jpg
pooysiapun Bsu Jo auo|

eMail

Phone

Face to Face




