McCluhan’s Four Questions About Technology (ch 2)
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On pages 41 and 42, Challies lists McCluhan’s four questions to help us identify the deep-rooted nature and possible impact of a new technology. To evaluate this as a tool, pick a new technology and apply these questions. 

1. What human trait, sense, or experience is enhanced by this new technology?
2. What existing technology is made obsolete by this new one?
3. What old abandoned technology does this technology bring back to mind?
4. What unintended opposite effects might this technology have?


Chapter 3 – four Questions:
Four Questions to ask of our devices and technology
1. Why Were You Created? Sometimes takes work. As consumers, we may not know what the original purpose was. Sometimes the technology comes first and then the problem it solves.

2. What Is the Problem To Which You Are the Solution, and Whose Problem Is It? We should think carefully about what we hope to accomplish using a technology. New products are not always accepted. (The Snuggie) Sometimes the problem it solves is not our problem. 

3. What New Problems Will You Bring? Consider potential new problems and who is hurt  by the new technology. 

4. What Are You Doing To My Heart?  Why do we want the new device?  Is it becoming my idol? Or is it increasing the control of some other idol over me? Why do I really need this device?

