Prayer Requests

The Humor of Christ
If Jesus were not God, would you want to hang with Him? Why?
· a crowd numbering about 5,000 men followed him to a solitary place (Mark 6:30-44). Jesus’ teaching evidently made people forget to eat, bring food or worry about work.
· He was the kind of person people wanted to be around. Crowds filled homes where he was.
· In the Humor of Christ, Elton Trueblood identifies 30 humorous passages in the Synoptic Gospels.
· Fun to be around those who tell jokes; they are often laughing themselves.
· Wit
· mental sharpness and inventiveness; keen intelligence.
· a natural aptitude for using words and ideas in a quick and inventive way to create humor.

Why might it be that we seldom see humor in scripture?
1) extreme familiarity with the text. "The words seem so hallowed that they deepen the force of inherited assumptions, which may actually be contrary to fact...[We must] confront Christ as actually portrayed rather than as we have imagined Him to be. Only then will we feel the sharpness of His wit. We must do something to liberate our minds from the spell of familiar and venerated words in order to see their true significance."
2) The Gospels stress the tragedy of the crucifixion and the events immediately preceding it. How many well-known portraits of Christ show Him laughing or presenting a witty paradox? 

3) Our logic is wrong when we assume that an assertion of sadness requires a denial of humor. Jesus both laughed and wept. Laughter can be the expression of deep pain. Are laughter and tears mutually compatible in a person’s character? 
a. Children’s Church - Mark 10:15 Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.
i. Why do children laugh so easily?
ii. “a child laughs because he has not yet been brainwashed and thereby blinded to the truly amusing.” [p 37]

The further in time from Christ the writings are, the less of His humor is visible. "The Apostle Paul, who never knew Christ in the flesh, appears to reflect none of Christ's humor. Indeed, the contrast in humor is one of the deepest contrasts between the Synoptic Gospels and the writings of Paul.

In the Synoptic (meaning similar, Matthew, Mark, Luke) Gospels Jesus is a Man of Sorrows; He is a Man of Joys; He uses terribly rough and blunt language; He expresses blazing anger; He teases; He is part of a happy crowd.

Goal: Jesus was fully God AND fully man. At the end of this class we might see the humanity of Jesus in a little different light.
See humor as a descriptor of our Faith
· “Christianity fits man’s deepest need because it makes him concentrate on joys which do not pass away, rather than on the inevitable grief which is superficial.” [p 30]
· “Possibly Christ’s humor was one mark of His universality.” [p 33]

Ecclesiastes 3:4: “A time to weep and a time to laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance.”

Parable of the Lost Sheep (laughter in heaven)
· Luke 15:7 I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

Sly humor inserted
· Mark 4:21 - absurdity of putting a flame under a mattress
· He said to them, “Do you bring in a lamp to put it under a bowl or a bed? Instead, don’t you put it on its stand?
· What might be the humor here?
Wry (sarcastic) humor
· Mark 7:18-19
· And He *said to them, “Are you so lacking in understanding also? Do you not understand that whatever goes into the man from outside cannot defile him, 19 because it does not go into his heart, but into his stomach, and is eliminated (goes out into the latrine)?”
· What might be the humor here?
· Matthew 23:24-26 Process of cleaning outside of cup, straining gnats but swallowing a camel.
· 24 You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! 25 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also.
· It was the custom to strain liquids through linen to meet the requirements of Leviticus 11:20,23,41,…

Humor with a point.
· The use of irony
· Matthew 7:16 You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?
· Matthew 6:1-2 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full.”
· Matthew 6:25-34
· 25 Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?
· 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

Parables - How did Jesus teach?  Parables in the Synoptic Gospels, none in John. A parable is marked by a single story, in strict narrative form, with the entire story making the point at which the teller aims. [p 90]
· Mark 4:33-34 With many such parables He was speaking the word to them, so far as they were able to hear it; 34 and He did not speak to them without a parable; but He was explaining everything privately to His own disciples.

PARABLES
1) New wine skins
Luke 5:33,36-39 They said to him, “John’s disciples often fast and pray, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours go on eating and drinking.”…36 He told them this parable: “No one tears a piece out of a new garment to patch an old one. Otherwise, they will have torn the new garment, and the patch from the new will not match the old. 37 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine will burst the skins; the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38 No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 39 And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for they say, ‘The old is better.’”

What is Jesus’ point? He is bringing a new way of doing things.

What doe verse 39 mean? “We always did it that way.”

If we are too serious, we believe Him to say the old ways are intrinsically better. If we allow for humor, what is said is that a new start is needed but many will say the old way is better. “We always did it that way.”

Here humor accentuates the point.

2) The unjust steward
Luke 16:1-9 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of wasting his possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’
3 “The manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will welcome me into their houses.’
5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’
6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied.
“The manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fifty.’
7 “Then he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’
8 “The master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.

Is Jesus really saying it is OK to steal from the wealthy to gain comfort? And will that welcome us into eternal dwellings? Where is the wit here?

Is Jesus sharing a paradox with humor by making a statement so preposterous that the sensitive hearer will be able to see that the clear intent is the exact opposite of the literal statement. (I.E. Of course you can save money by spending it!) We must read further to see that this is exactly what he is doing.

Luke 16:10-13 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 13 No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

Missed the point focusing on the basis of unargued solemnity in Christ’s teaching.


3) The Insatiable Critics
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 11:16-19; Luke 7:31-35 To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others: 17 "We played the pipe for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn." 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, "He has a demon." 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, "Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners." But wisdom is proved right by her deeds.
Who is the “we” and who is the “you”? The religious leaders are “we.” They “pretended” solemnity and joy.
Where is the humor? The use of the children in the streets – a common happening back then.

4) The Talents – According to Trueblood, this is not clearly wit, but a serious interpretation has problems 
Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:11-27
Problems with the solemn/serious interpretation. 
a. The nobleman gives a false representation of God. (Prodigal son) He is unforgiving and hated by the citizens. 
b. (LUKE) The rewards are out of all reasonable proportion to the benefit rendered. 
c. In both Matthew and Luke, the punishment of the one who made no money is cruel and unusual. Luke 19:27 is even more vindictive.


Jesus Honors a Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith - Trueblood uses this account to show Jesus’ response to humor (wit). 
Matthew 15:21-28 and Mark 7:24-30 Jesus left that place and went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want anyone to know it; yet he could not keep his presence secret. 25 In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an impure spirit came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter.
27 “First let the children eat all they want,” he told her, “for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”
28 “Lord,” she replied, “even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”
29 Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”
30 She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
· Have you had problems when reading this passage? If so, why? Problems with how He treated the woman.
· Jesus changed the view of women. They were respected. Women even traveled with Him. (Luke 8:1-3) Does He call her a dog? So why treat this woman this way?
· Look at how he treated the Samaritan woman. And in Luke 4:25-27 Elijah went to a widow in the land of Sidon. (Same as in the NT account) When Jesus says, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Is He really saying His work was limited to the Jewish people?
· Where is the wit in this account? There is humor in the woman’s quick response.
· The logical understanding:
· Jesus’ friendly response to the woman’s reply implies that His initial comment must have been made in like manner—friendly.
· Some theologians see the only solution to making sense of the encounter is to see the wit in it.
· One of the best evidences of Christ's wit is the way in which He responded to the wit of another. [p 124]



2 Chronicles 21:20 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years. He passed away, to no one’s regret, and was buried in the City of David, but not in the tombs of the kings.



God Laughing at the wicked
· Consider Psalm 37:12-13: “The wicked plot against the righteous, and gnash their teeth at them; but the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he sees that their day is coming.” Laughter here shows the impotence of the wicked and the futility of their plots and gnashings against the righteous. Why? Because, as the psalm answers, those who hope in the Lord will inherit the land and the Lord knows the wicked face a reckoning.
· Psalm 2:2,4 The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed, saying, "Let us break their chains and throw off their shackles.” The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them.


Who is responsible
Exodus32:4,6-7,11
 He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”
... So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry. Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have become corrupt. ...
11 But Moses sought the favor of the Lord his God. “Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand?

Humor in the book of Jonah
throughout the Book of Jonah. Yes, we can laugh at Jonah’s open disobedience of going west to Tarshish when God commands him to go northeast to Nineveh (Jonah 1:1-3); at Jonah’s “time out” to think about things in the belly of the great fish (1:17a); at his pouting, obstinate silence for three days while being digested (1:17b); at his being vomited by the great fish on dry land—somewhere probably in the Mediterranean world (2:10); at his terse, seven-word sermon to Nineveh (3:4); at his anger over the success of this sermon, the repentance of the entire city (4:1). But the laughter is sometimes tinged with sadness, for Jonah’s anger prevails and he never understands God’s compassion for those who do not know him and for their cattle (4:11). Indeed everything in the Book of Jonah—the sailors, sea, big fish, gourd vine, hot wind and the Ninevites—obeys God. Everything and everybody except one: Jonah. God shows his colors of compassion and mercy—and Jonah disdains them.

