James
Introduction
· James is the least familiar of the inner circle (of 3).
· He never appears as a stand-alone character in the Gospel accounts. He always is paired with younger brother John. The only time he is mentioned alone is when he is martyred. 

Beginning (pp 77-81)
· James appears to be the oldest because his name always appears first when the two of them are recorded together.
· James and John appear to have come from a more prominent family than Peter and Andrew.
· They are often referred to as “the sons of Zebedee” (Matt. 20:20; 26:37; 27:56; Mark 10:35; Luke 5:10; John 21:2). Signifies that their father was a man of some importance.
· Fishing business was large enough to employ multiple hired servants (Mark 1:20).
· John was known to the high priest. This is how John was able to get Peter into the courtyard the night of Jesus’ arrest (John 18:15-16).
· There is some evidence from early church records that Zebedee was a Levite and closely related to the high priest’s family.
· Because of that James might have felt that he should have been the leader of the apostles (Oldest son from the most prominent family).
· This might explain all those “greatest arguments” (Luke 22:24).
· He wasn’t the leader, but he was the first to be martyred.
· In 2 of the lists of apostles he is listed second (Mark 3:16-19; Acts 1:13).
· Good reason to assume that he was a strong leader and probably second in influence to Peter.
· Part of the inner circle of 3 that saw Jairus’ daughter raised from the dead (Mark 5:37), Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1), in the group of 4 who questioned Jesus privately on the Mount of Olives (Mark 13:3), and was in the Garden of Gethsemane the night Jesus was arrested (Mark 14:33).


· The keyword to his life was probably passion
· Jesus nicknamed James and John – Boanerges – “Sons of Thunder” – vivid description of their personalities (Mark 3:17).
· Like Peter, it is thought that this nickname may have been used to chide them and help remind them of what they didn’t need to be. It, however, is only mentioned once (Mark 3:17).
· Discussion Guide: James is said to be the disciple of Passion or Zeal. This “son of thunder” nickname seems to fit his personality well. What areas of your life are you passionate about?
· By James being the first martyred, and that he was executed by someone as powerful as Herod, it suggests that James probably was not a very passive individual. Appears that he stirred things up.
· Other fiery individuals (Elijah, Nehemiah, John the Baptist).

Fire from Heaven (pp 81-89)
Luke 9:51-56 51 When the days were approaching for His ascension, He was determined to go to Jerusalem; 52 and He sent messengers on ahead of Him, and they went and entered a village of the Samaritans to make arrangements for Him. 53 But they did not receive Him, because He was traveling toward Jerusalem. 54 When His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” 55 But He turned and rebuked them, [and said, “You do not know what kind of spirit you are of; 56 for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives, but to save them.”] And they went on to another village.

· verses 51-53 – It is significant that Jesus chose to travel through Samaria.
· The shortest route from Galilee to Jerusalem went through Samaria, but most Jews would deliberately go miles out of the way to bypass it.
· The Samarians claimed to worship Jehovah and follow the Pentateuch, but they had basically made their own religion (based upon pagan traditions).
· Samaritans were considered a mongrel race that followed a mongrel religion. The entire region was deemed unclean.
· Samaritans would have believed that any religious feast would have to be performed on Mt. Gerizim. This would have been one reason they would have refused Jesus and his follower’s accommodations. Samaritans hated Jews and their worship.
· Discussion Guide: John MacArthur spends some time retelling the story of the Samaritan culture. Who in today’s world do you think is most like the Samaritans? Do you see them as outcasts?
· Luke 9:54 
· Statement says a lot about James and John.
· Arrogance for passing judgment
· They did not have power to call down fire from heaven.
· Luke 9:55-56
· Jesus makes it clear that He came to save, not destroy.
· Their zeal to defend Christ’s honor is obviously a great virtue, but their reaction was tainted with arrogance.

Thrones in the Kingdom (pp 89-91)
Matthew 20:20-24 20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing down and making a request of Him. 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She *said to Him, “Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right and one on Your left.” 22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They *said to Him, “We are able.” 23 He *said to them, “My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My Father.”
	24 And hearing this, the ten became indignant with the two brothers.

· That bit of arrogance can be seen in this story (even from their mother).
· What were the cup and the baptism Jesus spoke of?
· This argument lasted all the way to the Last Supper (Luke 22:24).
· James wanted a crown of glory; got cup of suffering
· James wanted power; got servant hood
· James wanted place of prominence; got a martyr’s grave
· 14 years after this event he was martyred.
· Jesus shaped him into who He wanted Him to be; just like Peter.
· Discussion Guide: Jesus asked James and John if they were ready to drink from the same cup as Him. To what “cup” was Jesus referring? Have you ever suffered for your faith?

A Cup of Suffering (pp 92-94)
Acts 12:1-3 Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them. 2 And he had James the brother of John put to death with a sword. 3 When he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also. Now it was during the days of Unleavened Bread.

· This was not the same Herod that killed John the Baptist; this was his nephew (and successor).
· His death is the only apostle death recorded in Scripture (other than Judas).
· Apparently learned to use his passion/zeal for the Lord’s purpose.
· History records that the one who led James to the judgment seat (when he saw James’ testimony) confessed he was a Christian and was beheaded with James.
· Discussion Guide: James was first to die for his faith. Would you be willing to die for your faith? How do you know?
· Rise if ISIS. Christians lined up in orange jump suits and executed.
· How Do Christians Face the Reality of Martyrdom?
https://answersingenesis.org/religious-freedom/how-do-christians-face-martyrdom/
· Hebrews 13:3  Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are in the body.
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Reflection Question 
“James is the prototype of the passionate, zealous, frontrunner who is dynamic strong and ambitious.” How can you be more passionate today? 

