Judas Iscariot

Introduction (181-182)
· Every time Judas is mentioned we find a notation of him being a traitor.
· The other 11 are great encouragements to us because they exemplify how common people with typical failings can be used by God in remarkable ways.
· Judas, on the other hand, stands as a warning. Here was a man who was literally with Jesus for 3 years (and familiar with His teachings). A reminder that if he can betray Jesus anyone can.
· From what we know he was just as common as the others.
· Two general points taken from the life of Judas.
1. It is possible to be near Christ, to associate with Him closely (but superficially) and yet become utterly hardened toward Him (and in sin).
2. No matter what, the purpose of God cannot be thwarted. Even the worst act of treachery worked toward the fulfillment of God’s plan.

His Name (182-183)
· Judas means “Jehovah leads.” Born to parents who obviously believed in God.
· Iscariot signifies the region he came from.
· “Ish” (man) – “Kerioth” (name of town he came from, south of Judea)
· Apparently he was the only apostle who did not come from Galilee.
· We know the others were brothers, friends, working companions, where Judas entered in from afar. No evidence that he was ever excluded or looked down upon. He may have thought of himself as an outsider though.
· Being an “out of towner” might have made it easier to play the hypocrite.
· 
· He pilfered funds (John 12:6 – [Mary anoints Jesus’ feet] Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it.).
· What might be a reason why Jesus would have given Judas the important position of Treasurer?
· Father’s name was Simon (John 6:71 - Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.) – otherwise his father is unknown to us. Beyond that we know nothing about his social or family background.
· Jesus knew his heart from the beginning. John 6:64 - But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him.

His Call (183-186)
· Call not recorded but he followed Jesus willingly.
· Stayed when others left. John 6:66-71 As a result of this many of His disciples withdrew and were not walking with Him anymore. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “You do not want to go away also, do you?” 68 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have words of eternal life. 69 We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.” 70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?” 71 Now He meant Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the twelve, was going to betray Him.
· Discussion Guide: On the top of pg 184, John MacArthur writes about Judas: “He followed Jesus out of a desire for selfish gain, worldly ambition, avarice, and greed. He sensed Jesus’ power, and he wanted power like that for himself.” Do you think this trap is still possible for people today? Explain.
· Do you think Judas was consciously a hypocrite?
· Judas’ role as betrayer prophesied in the old testament. 
· Psalm 41:9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.
· John 13:18 I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘HE WHO EATS MY BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.’
· Psalm 55:12-14 For it is not an enemy who reproaches me, Then I could bear it; Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself against me, Then I could hide myself from him. 13 But it is you, a man my equal, My companion and my familiar friend; 14 We who had sweet fellowship together Walked in the house of God in the throng.
· Zechariah 11:12-13 I said to them, “If it is good in your sight, give me my wages; but if not, never mind!” So they weighed out thirty shekels of silver as my wages. 13 Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter, that magnificent price at which I was valued by them.” So I took the thirty shekels of silver and threw them to the potter in the house of the LORD.
· Matthew 27:3-10 Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to that yourself!” 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.” 7 And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then that which was spoken through Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: “AND THEY TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER, THE PRICE OF THE ONE WHOSE PRICE HAD BEEN SET by the sons of Israel; 10 AND THEY GAVE THEM FOR THE POTTER’S FIELD, AS THE LORD DIRECTED ME.”
· Tension between divine sovereignty and human choice
· All the apostles chose to follow Him, but He chose them first. John 15:16 - You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.
· God knew what would happen, but Judas acted out of his own free will.
· How can both of these things be true?
· Spurgeon on sovereignty and human choice. (Pg 185 bottom)
· God ordained the events by which Jesus would die. Judas carried out his evil deed by his own choice. (pg 186 top)
· Jesus taught many lessons with direct application to Judas yet never took them to heart.
· Luke 16:1-13; Matthew 6:19-34; Matthew 22:11-14; Luke 13:13-21; Matthew 23:1-12; Matthew 26:24

His Disillusionment (186-188)
· All apostles had the wrong view of Jesus at beginning. 
· It’s obvious that much of the world has the wrong view of Jesus. Do you think Christians ever have the wrong view of Jesus?
· They gave up all to follow Him.
· Why would Judas do such a thing?
· Was Jesus not the kind of King he hoped for?
· While the other disciples began to perceive that Jesus’ kingdom was not what they expected and still followed, Judas became more and more disillusioned.
· Early in His ministry, Jesus refers to Judas.
· John 6:70 Jesus answered them, “Did I Myself not choose you, the twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?”
· Have you ever been disappointed with Jesus?
· Is there a difference between being disillusioned and disappointed? Have you ever been disillusioned with Jesus?
· Disillusioned - disappointed in someone or something that one discovers to be less good than one had believed.
· Disappointed - sad or displeased because someone or something has failed to fulfill one's hopes or expectations.
· Discussion Guide: From a human perspective, Judas had the same potential as the others (disciples). What do you think went wrong?
· Something was bothering Judas. What and how did he respond?

His Avarice (188-190)
· Wiping Jesus’ feet with Oil
· Matthew 26:6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, at the home of Simon the leper…
· John 12:2-8 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, *said, 5 “Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” 6 Now he said this, not because he was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer what was put into it. 7 Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial. 8 For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.”
· Matthew 26:8 But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said, “Why this waste?
· This act was no doubt shocking in its extravagance (A year’s wage).
· Jesus knew Judas’ motives, but He simply rebuked him.
· Seems that shortly after this Judas went into action.
· Matthew 26:14-16 Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him. 16 From then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray.
· Exodus 21:32 tells us that this is the price of a slave.
· Interesting contrast: 
· Mary anoints perfume worth a year’s wage. Judas sells Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.
· Overwhelming love of Mary; overwhelming hate of Judas.
· Also worth noting that this is the first direct rebuke by Christ. 
· Have you ever been rebuked by Jesus and His words? How did you react?

His Hypocrisy (190-193)
· Define hypocrisy. 
· The practice of claiming to have moral standards or beliefs to which one's own behavior does not conform; pretense.
· The upper room. John 13:1-30 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 During supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God, 4 *got up from supper, and *laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself.
	5 Then He *poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6 So He *came to Simon Peter. He *said to Him, “Lord, do You wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I do you do not realize now, but you will understand hereafter.” 8 Peter *said to Him, “Never shall You wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 9 Simon Peter *said to Him, “Lord, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and my head.” 10 Jesus *said to him, “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, “Not all of you are clean.”
	12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 18 I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ‘He who eats My bread has lifted up his heel against Me.’ 19 From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am He. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me.”
	21 When Jesus had said this, He became troubled in spirit, and testified and said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, that one of you will betray Me.” 22 The disciples began looking at one another, at a loss to know of which one He was speaking. 23 There was reclining on Jesus’ bosom one of His disciples, whom Jesus loved. 24 So Simon Peter *gestured to him, and *said to him, “Tell us who it is of whom He is speaking.” 25 He, leaning back thus on Jesus’ bosom, *said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus then *answered, “That is the one for whom I shall dip the morsel and give it to him.” So when He had dipped the morsel, He *took and *gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After the morsel, Satan then entered into him. Therefore Jesus *said to him, “What you do, do quickly.” 28 Now no one of those reclining at the table knew for what purpose He had said this to him. 29 For some were supposing, because Judas had the money box, that Jesus was saying to him, “Buy the things we have need of for the feast”; or else, that he should give something to the poor. 30 So after receiving the morsel he went out immediately; and it was night.
· Compare the response of Peter and the response of Judas to the foot washing by Jesus.
· v. 1-11 Notice the humility of Peter vs. Judas (Judas simply allowed Jesus to wash his feet; knowing what he was about to do)
· Apparently examined themselves. 
· Matthew 26:22 Being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him, “Surely not I, Lord?” 
· Matthew 26:23-30 Interesting that after Judas left, the Lord’s Supper is instituted.
· Jesus was deeply troubled.
· 1 Corinthians 11:27-32 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. 28 But a man must examine himself, and in so doing he is to eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body rightly. 30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number asleep. 31 But if we judged ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.
· Discussion Guide: Jesus said that someone would betray Him. Each disciple asked if it was them. Even Judas asked “Rabbi, is it I?” This question of self-examination is still one that we should ask today. How often should we ask the Lord if we have betrayed Him? Why?
· Is it possible to be a hypocrite and not know it? 

His Betrayal (193-195)
· This deed was planned and premeditated.
· After oil incident…  Matthew 26:15 and said, “What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they weighed out thirty pieces of silver to him.
· Luke 22:6 So he consented, and began seeking a good opportunity to betray Him to them apart from the crowd.
· Why had Judas waited? (He was afraid of what others would think. Looking for the way that was most convenient.)
· Isn’t it fascinating that at the moment Jesus was instituting the Lord’s Supper, Judas was making arrangements for His arrest?
· In the Garden
· John 18:3-4 Judas then, having received the Roman cohort and officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, *came there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 So Jesus, knowing all the things that were coming upon Him, went forth and *said to them, “Whom do you seek?”
· Could have been as many as 600 men.
· Judas kissed Him anyway (Mark 14:45), and called him friend (Matthew 26:50).
· How did Jesus respond to the kiss? 
· In Matthew 26:50, Jesus responds to him as friend.
· How does Jesus respond to our failures?

His Death (195-197)
· Two accounts of his death.
· Matthew 27:3-8 Then when Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He had been condemned, he felt remorse and returned the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” But they said, “What is that to us? See to that yourself!” 5 And he threw the pieces of silver into the temple sanctuary and departed; and he went away and hanged himself. 6 The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is not lawful to put them into the temple treasury, since it is the price of blood.” 7 And they conferred together and with the money bought the Potter’s Field as a burial place for strangers. 8 For this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day.
· Acts 1:18-19 (Now this man acquired a field with the price of his wickedness, and falling headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his intestines gushed out. 19 And it became known to all who were living in Jerusalem; so that in their own language that field was called Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)
· How does MacArthur resolve these two different accounts?
· Discussion Guide: Judas could have exchanged his oppressive burden of sin for an easy yoke. Why do you think he did not do that?
· Why do you think he chose suicide?
· He was sorry not because he had sinned against Christ, but because his sin did not satisfy the way he had hoped.
· Sin brings guilt and unbearable misery.
· Mark 14:21 For the Son of Man is to go just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.”



The moral of the story
· There are 5 important lessons we can learn from the time Judas spent with Jesus. Discuss each one.
1. Tragic example of lost opportunity. 
a. He heard Jesus teach all the time. He could have asked anything he wanted. He could have become just like the others.
2. Judas is the epitome of wasted privilege. 
a. He was given a place among the 12. He cashed that in for a handful of coins.
3. Classic illustration the effect of the love of money.
a. 1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.
4. Displays the ugliness and danger of spiritual betrayal. 
a. Judas’ life is a great reminder that we should all examine ourselves.
b. People can appear to be sincere and yet turn against Him for sinister and selfish reasons. 
c. What about us?
i. 2 Corinthians 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?
5. Judas is proof of the patient, forbearing goodness and loving-kindness of Christ. 
a. Remember, Jesus even called him “friend” in the midst of betrayal. He showed nothing but kindness and charity to Judas even though He knew exactly what he was going to do.
b. Psalm 145:9 The LORD is good to all, And His mercies are over all His works.
6. The sovereign will of God cannot be thwarted by any means.
a. Seemed like victory for the devil but ended up his ultimate defeat.
7. Vivid demonstration of the deceitfulness and fruitlessness of hypocrisy.
a. John 15:6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.
b. John 5:26-27 For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; 27 and He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.

Epilog
· Acts 1:20-22 – the office is filled by Matthias.
· We know very little about Matthias and his life.

Reflection Question 
[bookmark: _GoBack]How is what I learned from this study going to help me in my everyday walk with Christ?
