
What are some things you learned from each of these parts?
1) Part 1 (pgs 29-33):
a) Calling the 12, Luke 6:13-16 (p 29)
b) “…Simon, whom He ALSO named Peter…”
2) Part 2 (pgs 33-37): Simon…ALSO named Peter
a) Why do you think Jesus also gave Simon the name Peter? (Peter means rock)
· Sandy’s story
b) When does Jesus call him Simon and when does He call him Peter? (pg 35 – secular context and unregenerate self)
c) In 2 Peter 1:1, Peter refers to himself as Simon Peter. Why do you think he might do that? (“Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ”)
d) DISCUSSION GUIDE: Jesus changes Simon’s name to Peter or Rock. It appears that this may be a nickname, a name that Jesus wishes that Peter would be more like or should be more like. If Jesus had a nickname for you, what do you think it would be? (Ask your spouse or friend for a hint) Why would He choose this name for you? 
· Mild Mannered Macy - Not so easily irritated.
· Encourager
3) Part 3 (pgs 37-39): “Follow Me and I will make you fishers of men.”
a) Did you learn anything about Peter in this section that was new to you?
b) Peter had a wife (Luke 4:38 – Jesus heals his mother-in-law).
c) 1 Corinthians 9:5 – Peter takes his wife with him on a mission.
d) We do not know if he had any children.
e) He was the leader of the apostles (Matthew 10:2 – pg 38 near bottom).
· In Matthew 10:2, the word translated first is “protos” – Doesn’t refer to first in a list, but is a word used for chief or leader of a group.
f) Lots of evidence that this was the case. He is always out in front.
g) God used his dominant personality.
h) Peter’s name is mentioned in the Gospels more than any name except Jesus.
i) No one speaks as often as Peter.
j) No one is spoken to by Jesus more than Peter.
k) No one is rebuked by Jesus more than Peter.
l) No one confessed Christ as boldly as Peter.
m) No one denied Christ as publicly as Peter.
n) No one is praised more by Christ than Peter.
o) Jesus never addressed anyone by the term Satan except for Peter and Satan.
4) Part 4 (pgs 39-43): Raw Material that makes a true leader: 
a) Peter demonstrates that leaders often are born with leadership qualities but also need to learn other qualities.
b) Inquisitive, Initiative, Involvement 
c) How do we see these in Peter?
d) How might these be leveraged in a bad way by a would-be leader?
e) Inquisitive – Asks a lot of questions – Are there any questions we have that He doesn’t want us to ask?
· In the Gospels Peter asks more questions than all the other apostles combined.
· He asked the Lord to explain His difficult sayings (Matt. 15:15; Luke 12:41).
· He asked how often he needed to forgive (Matt. 18:21).
· He asked what the disciples would get for having left everything to follow Jesus (Matt. 19:27).
· He asked about the withered fig tree (Mark 11:21).
f) Initiative – Drive, ambition, energy
· Not only did he ask questions, he was usually the first one to answer any question posed by Christ.
(1) Matt. 16:13-16 – “…who do you say I am?...”
· Peter swiped off Malchus’ ear without hesitation (Peter was undoubtedly trying to cut his head off and hit him in the ear) with an entire detachment of Roman soldiers (600).
(1) What did Peter really think he was going to do?
· Would you rather have someone like Peter (who sometimes misses the big picture) or someone you can’t motivate?
(1) It is easier to tone down a fanatic than to resurrect a corpse.
g) Involvement
· Leaders are always in the middle of the action.
· Matt. 14:26-31 – Peter walks on water
(1) People often criticize Peter’s lack of faith, but where were the others? Where was he when he began to sink?
(2) Peter only began to sink because he got out of the boat.
(3) Perfect example of the Lord “pushing” and molding him.
· Although Peter denied Christ 3 times, notice that Peter and John were the only 2 who followed Jesus to the high priest’s home (John 18:15).
· Peter was close enough to Jesus for Him to turn and look at him when the rooster crowed (Luke 22:61- “The Lord turned and looked at Peter….”).
· Despite his fear he couldn’t completely abandon Christ.
· When almost everyone else had bailed he stayed close. He was in the middle of it all. The mark of a good leader.
h) DISCUSSION GUIDE: Which of these is strong you and which weak?
· What are some things we might do if we are weak in Inquisitiveness? Initiative? Involvement? What can you do to make your weakness your strength?  Involvement-involved in specific project or involvement in lots of things. I want to limit my involvement in activities but get involved a lot in chosen activity.
5) Part 5 (pgs 44-46): The Life Experiences That Shape A True Leader
a) Matt. 16:16-20 “the rock” 21-23 – Harshest rebuke that Jesus ever made that is recorded. (“Get behind me satan”)
b) He was thinking from a human standpoint.
c) Proclaimed in front of everyone that he would never deny Christ.
d) Others?
e) What would experiences like this have done for Peter?
f) DISCUSSION GUIDE: What difficult circumstances have helped shape your faith?
· Army, school issues, Grandfather’s death, Mom reading “The Littlest Angel” and “God’s Creation.”
6) Part 6: (pgs 46-60): Qualities That Define A True Leader
a) Does character matter in leadership?
b) If you do not respect someone, how do you follow them?
c) Character; Respect; Trust - Motivates followers
d) Submission (48-50) – Jesus taught it to Peter {Matt. 17:24-27 (submit to government authority in taxes, coin in fish’s mouth); 1 Peter 2:13-18 (Submit to human institutions)}
· This is the same man who cut off Malchus’ ear.
· The same man who struggled with the idea of paying taxes.
· He learned to submit. Not an easy lesson for anyone, especially those with Peter’s characteristics.
· He was dominant, forceful, aggressive, and resistant to the idea of submission.
e) Restraint (50-51) – Self-control, discipline, moderation, and reserve don’t come naturally to those at the head of the pack.
· 1 Peter 2:21-23 (near bottom of pg 51) – Peter teaching about how we are to be like Jesus—He suffered without fighting. What a contrast from pulling out his sword and swinging his way through the cohort. 
f) Humility (51-52)
· Pride is usually a problem for leaders.
· 1 Peter 5:3-6 (middle of pg 52)– Peter’s exhortation to believers to clothe themselves in (practice) humility. => Conscious effort.
g) DISCUSSION GUIDE: Jesus taught Peter submission, restraint and humility. Whom do you submit to? How do you show restraint? What about your pride?
· Submission: To my pastor, to people put in authority over me (Amy, Chmn of deacons, supervisor at work,…), to Sandy
· Restraint: Know my way isn’t the only way, wait before reacting in anger,
· Pride: Don’t like being in the spotlight.
h) Love (52-56)
· True leaders love and serve those they lead.
· Mark 9:35 – After disciples had been discussing who was greatest, Jesus tells them that “If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 
i) Compassion (56-57) and courage (57-59)
· John 21:18-19 – After confessing his love for Jesus, Peter’s death by crucifixion is foretold by Jesus.
j) Peter became a man who was compassionate, patient and could empathize with others.
k) [bookmark: _GoBack](59-60)  He showed submission, restraint, humility, love, compassion, and courage when many of those were traits he had to learn.
l) He changed from Simon into the “Rock” that Jesus wanted him to be.
m) He was not perfect though.
· We know Paul rebuked him in Galatians 2:12 for being hypocritical. Here Peter compromises and quits eating with the Gentiles.
(1) Gal 2:12 - “For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of the circumcision.”
7) Part 7: (pg 60): Death of Peter
a) According to tradition, he was forced to watch his wife crucified. It is recorded that he told her as she was being led away to “Remember the Lord.”
b) He asked to be crucified upside down because he said he was not worthy to die in the same way as Christ did.
c) John 21:18 (Jesus prophecies he would die by crucifixion.)
d) 2 Peter 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity.

Reflection Question 
Peter was transformed through submission, restraint, and humility. Which one will you let transform you today? 

